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SOCAL CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Fellow Chapter Members,
Thank you for
providing me
the opportunity to serve as
your chapter
president in
2018! It has
been a very
busy and exciting year for
the chapter,
and I am honored to have
played a
small part in

ANNEALTA GROUP

TIM D’ZMURA

its continued success.
The Southern California Chapter officially organized and began operating in 1951. Forming at a
time of the massive public works construction
boom, particularly with new freeways and regional storm water channels in Southern California,
the chapter filled a critical need in our industry.
We are fortunate to have had visionaries in our
industry that identified the need for coordination
among agencies, utilities and others in the public
works industry to plan and save time and money
in delivering these mega projects. Your chapter
covers all of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside and
San Bernardino Counties – a region of about 18
million residents and boasts three amazing and dedicated
branches - High Desert, Inland Empire and Coachella. Today, 67 years later and more than 1,400 members strong,
our mission remains the same as it was at the time of its
beginning: To provide leadership to and serve the public
works community by promoting professional excellence and
public awareness through education, advocacy, and the
exchange of knowledge.
This past year the chapter hosted a number of events – including some fun ones like our installation dinner and golf
tournament which were a huge success. I also want to
highlight our tremendous educational efforts, which include:
Training Luncheons on topics such as …


ADA Issues and Challenges



Transgender Laws



New Accessory Dwelling Unit Laws



Goods Movement speakers from CTC and Port of Long
Beach



How to Plan, Design and Build a Sports Park



Stormwater Compliance
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Educational Sessions: (1) Essential Elements For Making Powerful Presentations in the Municipality Environment and (2) the ADA Compliance on Roadways

 Greenbook Training Seminar
Conferences including …


Annual Complete Streets and Technology Conference
in Carson



The Public Works Institute (PWI) – Developing public
works leaders through a four-module program which
included 20 speakers from the industry and 60 topics
providing training in basic & advanced public works supervisory & management skills
Lastly, I want to highlight what I consider a few noteworthy
accomplishments.


Sponsored the Roadeo Event at MSA and Winners to
attend the National Competition August – Long Beach
Water and City of Anaheim



Your Chapter received the two National Awards: (1)
Presidential Award for Excellence and (2) Chapter
Membership Achievement with an increase in membership of more than 3%



YP’s - developed a logo, many cool events including LA
River Cleanup, Tours of the Alameda Corridor East
Construction Project, Road to Career Advancement,
and Speed Networking, establishing our second student
chapter in the region at Long Beach State



$25,000 contribution to the NO on Prop 6 Campaign



Our annual scholarship program awarded $40,000 –
almost $400,000 since 1997



$50,000 donation to Cal State Long Beach which will
endow, in perpetuity, a scholarship in the Chapter’s
name benefitting deserving students in Civil Engineering
and Construction Management
I cannot say enough good things about my colleagues on
the board, the committee chairs, and the committee volunteer members who make the chapter such a vibrant, fun,
educational and exciting group to be a part of. I am honored
and humbled to have served as your president this past
year and thank you for the opportunity.
Please enjoy this issue of your award-winning Insight News
Magazine. I look forward to meeting you at one of our upcoming events. Thank you for your support this past year
and, most of all, I thank you for the privilege of your time.

CHAPTER NEWS

**SAVE THE DATE** 24TH ANNUAL
APWA GOLF TOURNAMENT
COYOTE HILLS GOLF CL UB
May 10, 2019
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PUBLIC WORKS SCORES HUGE VICTORIES IN THE NOVEMBER ELECTION!
LISA ANN RAPP l EDITOR/PUBLISHER l INSIGHT

Congratulations! Let’s take a moment to celebrate!
The residents of California and Los Angeles County went to
the ballot box on November 6, 2018, and committed their
pocketbooks in support of the State’s transportation infrastructure and the County’s commitment to clean storm water
and urban run-off.
Proposition 6 was defeated by a vote of 56.8% No to 43.2%
Yes. If the proposition had been successful, it would have
reversed the increase in the Gas Tax and other fees adopted in SB-1. Since it was defeated, the funding stream will
continue as originally projected. Cities, Counties, and Caltrans can continue to use
those funds for infrastructure
projects as planned.

2018 SILVER
CHAPTER SPONSORS

APWA Chapters in California
did their part to assure defeat
of Proposition 6, with the
Northern California, Ventura
and SoCal Chapters that made
contributions to the No on
Prop 6 campaign. And the
APWA members in California
all did their part to make sure
that their clients, elected officials, residents and businesses were educated on the potential impacts should Proposition 6 pass. Thanks to the
grassroots movement of Public Works professionals up and
down the state, we are able to celebrate today!
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The passage of Los Angeles County Measure W, known as
the Safe Clean Water Program, represents over five years
of work by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors,
County Public Works Department, local officials and public
works professionals, and business, community and environmental groups. The program will fund projects and programs that capture, clean, and conserve stormwater, increasing local water supplies, improving water quality, and
creating opportunities for new recreational green space and
habitat to make communities safer, greener, healthier, and
more livable. An estimated $300 million will be raised annually.
“Measure W will help us manage scarce water resources
more effectively for our children and our children’s children,”
said Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, Chair of the Board of Supervisors and APWA SoCal’s 2018 Top Elected Official Honoree.
“Without Measure W, we faced an ever more urgent challenge to meet our water needs. L.A. County currently loses
an estimated 100 billion gallons or more of water during annual rainstorms, enough to meet the needs of more than 2.6
million people for an entire year. We simply can’t afford to
let that water run down the drain. I’m gratified that L.A.
County voters recognized the need and were ready to take
up the task.”1
Los Angeles County Supervisor Hilda L. Solis, co-author of
the motion that brought Measure W before voters, added, “I
am thrilled that L.A. County voted to support Measure W,
the Safe Clean Water initiative. Stormwater capture improves our water supply, protects our beaches and oceans
from contamination, keeps our neighborhoods and local
(Continued on page 7 - Election)

ON THE COVER
(Continued from page 6 - Election)

parks green, and promotes public health and quality of life in
all of our diverse communities. It also means good-paying
local jobs. Today, over two-thirds of County voters stated in
one, clear voice that our increased water needs and changing climate means that every drop
of water is precious. L.A. County
looks forward to getting started on
these infrastructure projects.”1
“Voters have embraced an historic
opportunity to modernize L.A.
County’s water infrastructure to
meet the needs of the 21st century,”
said Mark Pestrella, Director of the
Department of Public Works and
Chief Engineer for the L.A. County Flood Control District.
“We look forward to the critically important work of modernizing our 100-year old stormwater infrastructure to improve
water resiliency and reduce stormwater pollution in the region.” 1
“Cities in Los Angeles County just let out a huge sigh of relief,” said Kristine Guerrero of the Los Angeles County Division of the League of California Cities. “County cities were
on the hook to improve water quality, but didn’t have the
resources or a regional plan to do it. Measure W makes it
possible for L.A. County and its cities to more forward together with a smart plan to capture, clean and store more
local water.” 1

Over the next few months, County
staff, local agencies, and business,
community and environmental
groups will be working together to
finalize the details of program implementation. The nine Watershed
Area Steering Committees
(WASCs) are organizing, municipal
members will be elected elected,
and meetings are anticipated to begin in March. The
WASCs will be responsible for the recommendations for
funding programs and projects for the 50% regional funding
pot on a watershed basis. Local agencies can also start
planning how they will use their local funding, 40% of the tax
collected within their jurisdiction. These funds are eligible
for use on permit compliance projects and programs from
the date of passage of the measure.
These historic votes will result in increased funding for public works tranportation infrastructure and water quality. Let’s
take a moment to enjoy the celebration and then roll up our
sleeves and get to work doing what we do best! Congratulations to all!
1

Quotes from County of Los Angeles Media Release,
11/7/2018

2018 SILVER
CHAPTER SPONSORS

California law prohibits public agencies from spending public
funds or advocating for ballot measures while in their official
capacity, and are restricted to provide only education. In
California, funding measures that are intended for a specific
purpose must achieve 2/3 voter approval and Measure W
passed with a 69.45 % yes vote, despite those challenges.

The measure will tax properties in Los Angeles County 2.5
cents per square foot of impervious surface area, as determined by a process using satellite LiDAR data and several
other data sources. A typical residential property will pay
about $83 per year on their property tax bill and the tax
should generate over $300 million annually. Funds should
be available starting in 2020.
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APWA
SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA
CHAPTER
CONGRATULATES
2018 WINNERS
The Southern California Chapter of American Public Works Association honored our BEST Award Winners
on December 12, 2018. Chapter members submitted applications in nine categories from agencies in four
population size categories. Top Public Works Leaders in both the public and private sector were nominated,
as well as Elected Official of the Year.
The categories included Buildings; Creative and Innovative Projects; Water, Wastewater and Drainage; Facilities; Recreational and Athletic Facilities; Stormwater Quality; Traffic, Mobility, and Beautification; and Transportation.
The Awards Committee evaluated projects from agencies of similar size against the following criteria:
Project Performance: Achieved the project goals; delivered on schedule; demonstrated cost
effectiveness; cooperation amongst agencies, consultants and contractors; public involvement &
awareness.
Unique Aspects: Innovative features through the planning and execution of the project/
program that sets it apart.

Quality of Life: Results in a positive impact to the community, including residents, businesses
and visitors; sustainable features and environmentally sensitive solutions; provides a new, or improves an existing, service to the community.
To be eligible for nomination, a project must have been “substantially completed” and available for public
and/or agency use between September 1, 2017 and September 1, 2018. If a project has multiple phases or
segments, then “substantially completed” will apply to the final phase or segment of work.
There is a maximum of one award per category, per agency, per year. An agency can receive no more than
3 awards.
Top Leader nominees were evaluated for their career service to the public works profession.
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Public Works Top Elected Official
Supervisor Sheila James Kuehl, representing Los Angeles County’s Third District, was elected to office in
Supervisor, Third District November, 2014. While serving on the Board, she
has undertaken or collaborated in a number of initiaCounty of Los Angeles
tives to improve the quality of life and reform systems
in the County. She has served as the Chair of the Board of Directors of Metro, the Board
of Commissioners of First 5, Vice-Chair of the Board of the new Clean Power Alliance and
Chair of the Countywide Criminal Justice Coordination Committee. Supervisor Kuehl
served eight years in the State Senate and six years in the State Assembly. She was the
Founding Director of the Public Policy Institute at Santa Monica College and, in 2012, was
Regents’ Professor in Public Policy at UCLA.
The Supervisor is a longtime environmental champion, authorizing bills that protected the
Santa Monica Mountains, innovating on issues of water conservation and recycling, creating a County-led Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) JPA to bring green power choices to County residents, and most recently serving as the driving force behind the landmark regional water modernization effort Measure W.
Supervisor Kuehl graduated from Harvard Law School in 1978. She was a law professor
at Loyola, UCLA and USC Law Schools and co-founded and served as managing attorney of the California Women’s Law
Center. In her youth, she was known for her portrayal of the irrepressible Zelda Gilroy in the television series, “The Many
Loves of Dobie Gillis.”

Sheila Kuehl

Public Works Top Leader—Public Sector
Mark Pestrella, P.E.

Mark Pestrella is the Director of Los Angeles County
Public Works. In this capacity, he serves as the County
Public Works Director,
Engineer, the County Road Commissioner, and the
Los Angeles County
Chief Engineer of the Los Angeles County Flood Control
District. With an annual budget of more than $2.7 billion
and a workforce of 4,000 employees, Los Angeles County Public Works is the largest municipal public works agency in the United States, providing vital public infrastructure and
civic services to more than 10 million people across a 4,000-square-mile service area.
Public Works’ diverse operations are defined within six core service areas: Water Resources, Transportation, Environmental Services, Public Buildings, Developmental Services, and Emergency Management.
Mr. Pestrella is a licensed civil engineer with 30 years Public Works experience in a variety
of management positions. He is a native of Southern California and attended California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, where he received a Bachelor of Science Degree in civil engineering with concentrations in structural engineering and water resources.
He has taught post-graduate classes in Civil Engineering and Land Development Entitlement at UCLA. Mark has been an active member of APWA as well as several other professional organizations.

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Lynn Glidden

Lynn Glidden is an exemplary professional who is dedicated to public
works. She has been a member of the High Desert Branch since its
CIP Manager, Palmdale inception and has contributed behind the scenes in many ways including assisting with both the scholarship and award committees
even though she was not officially a member of those committees. She has served as Board Secretary of the Branch for 4 years and has been Chair for the Communication/Membership Committee for
the past 3 years. Recognizing her significant contributions and value to the organization, the branch
membership selected Lynn to serve as the Vice President of the branch in 2019. On the professional
side, she has dedicated herself by serving the City of Palmdale for nearly 30 years.
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Public Works Top Leader—Private Sector
Ken Taylor is the Vice President of the Civil Engineering Group at
McLean and Schultz, Inc. His primary responsibilities include
business development and project delivery in Southern California.
Vice President
McLean & Shultz, Inc. He has more than 25 years in managing all types of infrastructure
projects including large complex, multidiscipline projects.
His experience includes the design of highways and local streets, light and regional rail and transit facilities, grade separations, flood control facilities and water and sewer projects. Mr. Taylor
has been intimately involved on projects which received Project of the Year Awards for excellence including the Los Angeles River project for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Recreation Center and Sports Park Expansion project for the City of Fountain Valley and the Orange
Line Extension Design Build Project for LAMTA.
Ken is a Cal Poly Pomona Alum and is a registered Professional Engineer in California and recently received his ENV SP credential in June 2018. Ken is an avid golfer and has enjoyed serving on the APWA Golf Committee for the past 7 years and as co-chair of the committee for the past 3 years, helping make
this event a success that raises over $20,000 yearly for the Chapter scholarship program.

Ken Taylor

Public Works Emerging Leader - Private Sector
Sarah Terry

APWA Certified Public
Works Professional

Sarah began her career in Public Works with LA Consulting under
the mentorship of Mr. Harry Lorick, where as an assistant consultant, she worked with agencies nationwide, training employees on
the use of Maintenance Management Systems. Her involvement
with the agencies includes policy documentation, developing work
plans, and improving business processes.

She has been involved in APWA since 2014 and has been a huge factor in the success of the
growing Young Professionals Committee. She participated in the Emerging Leaders Class 10 in
2017. She has presented at the local Public Works Institute and Complete Streets and Technology Conference, as well as two PWX Conferences. She is a member of the National Leadership
and Management Committee. She has written articles for the local Insight and the National APWA
Reporter. Most recently she has participated in a new certification through APWA and has become a Certified Public Works Professional - Supervision.
Sarah served in the US Navy and volunteers for the Becoming an Engineer program that encourages youth to pursue careers in Engineering and Public Works. Ms. Terry is dedicated to Public Works and enjoys participating in all she can.

Public Works Emerging Leader - Public Sector
Ryan Bowman graduated from Cal State Long Beach with
a Bachelor’s degree in Construction Management. He profrom part-time maintenance aide and trainee with
Public Works Technician gressed
the Recreation Department, to Public Works Technician, a
City of Lakewood
full-time position.
Since joining the Public Works Department, Ryan has been like a sponge, soaking up all the
knowledge that he can. He handles all the Public Works permit coordination, staffs the Public
Safety (Traffic) Commission, researches traffic requests from the public, manages the Street
Sweeping Contract, and his biggest responsibility has been the development and coordination
of the new Small Cell Wireless program.
Ryan seeks out training, including the APWA Public Works Institute, where he has finished two
modules, and attended seminars on Public Works inspection, Greenbook specifications, and
work zone safety. He is an active member of the Southern California Chapter Young Professionals group and assisted in securing the city facilities for the YP quarterly meetings.
He collects and restores antique tractors, cars, and trucks. He and his wife Cara enjoy camping, fishing, being in the
10 outdoors, and being with friends.

Ryan Bowman
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BUILDINGS
City of Rancho Mirage

Rancho Mirage
Observatory

Project Cost

$4,200,000

Contact

Charles Nesbit,
charlesn@ranchomirageca.gov

Consultant
Narkweather Architects, Inc.
One of the only researchgrade observatories to allow
Contractor
Sea West Enterprises, Inc.
100% free public access, Rancho Mirage Observatory includes a two-story observatory building, 22foot cylindrical dome, 0.7 meter telescope, “Cosmic Office” for operations and professional research, and ADA-compliant walkways. It expands the adjacent Rancho Mirage Library’s campus and enhances the
Library’s educational programming, and was built in under a year using
non-City trust fund monies earmarked for local use. Recipient – APWA
Coachella Valley Chapter 2018 Project of Merit.

City of Lakewood

William J. Burns
Community Center

Project Cost

$3,000,000

Contact

Sam Chambers
schambers@lakewoodcity.org

Consultant

Randy Meyer, City Architect

The project increased
Contractor
De La Riva Construction
ADA accessibility for a
community center that
houses senior citizen rehabilitation, Meals on Wheels, and
childcare. The work included an ADA compliant elevator, updated restrooms, new HVAC system, and retaining walls to prevent water intrusion, among other improvements. The project
was important to preserve the building from long-term water
damage, address ADA improvements, and to increase functionality of the building. The project was partially funded by Community Development Block Grant Funds.

City of Rancho Cucamonga

RC Sports Center

The newest addition to the Epicenter Sports Complex, the RC
Sports Center offers three combination indoor volleyball/
basketball courts, three outdoor covered basketball courts, an
event/meeting space, and a concessions area. Utilizing a preengineered metal building for the gymnasium reduced design
and construction time. Designed for use as a mass care shelter
in case of emergency,
Project Cost $14,000,000
this modern facility is
equipped with a biofuel Contact
Jennifer Brown
jennifer.brown@cityofrc.us
generator capable of
providing full power if
Consultant
RJM Design Group
needed.
Contractor
Tovey Shultz Construction, Inc.
12
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BUILDINGS
City of Santa Ana

Roosevelt Walker
Community Center

Project Cost

$6,300,000

Contact

Suzanne Furjanic
sfurjanic@santa-ana.org

PHJM Architects
Roosevelt Walker Com- Design
munity Center is a joint- Contractor
RC Construction Services, Inc.
use project between the
City of Santa Ana and Santa Ana Unified School District
(SAUSD). It is a new 10,000 square foot community center with
related site improvements constructed in east-central Santa
Ana. The building project included computer labs, classrooms,
a large multipurpose room, staff offices, and restrooms. Site
improvements included playground equipment, a fitness area,
a regulation sized basketball/volleyball court, community and
hydroponics garden, jogging/walking track, athletic field, parking lot, landscape, irrigation and site lighting.

CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE
City of Commerce

Washington Blvd. and I-5 Freeway
Washington Boulevard is a major transportation corridor for the
city of Commerce. The I-5 bridge was an unsightly eastern terminus for the newly renovated street. Relying on old maintenance agreements regarding the bridge appearance, city staff
undertook a creative approach with Caltrans that resulted in a
transformation of the bridge aesthetic and beautiful new landscape improvements for
Project Cost $900,000
3 acres of street edge
Caltrans right of way.
Maryam Babaki
Contact
mbabaki@ci.commerce.ca.us
The bridge is now green
and the landscape beauDesign
David Volz Design Landscape
tiful.
Contractor

Sully-Miller Contracting Co.

City of Santa Monica

Marine Park Irrigation Improvements Project
The Marine Park Irrigation Improvements Project is part of a
joint initiative between the City of Santa Monica and the City of
Los Angeles through which stormwater is treated at LA’s
Penmar Stormwater Treatment Facility and then conveyed to
the Santa Monica Marine Park for irrigation. The cities use the
treated stormwater runoff
to irrigate public recreaProject Cost $2,863,085
tional facilities in both citContact
Joshua Carvalho
ies. The project was fundJoshua.Carvalho@smgov.net
ed by Proposition 84
Design
Carollo Engineers
through the Department of
Water Resources.
Contractor
Sully-Miller Contracting Co.
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CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE
City of Palmdale

Streetlight Acquisition and Retrofit
The project involved purchasing approximately 18,000 streetlights from Southern California Edison (SCE) and retrofitting
them over to Light Emitting Diode (LED). It required intense
collaboration among departments, the utility, and most importantly, active community engagement. The goal was to increase energy efficiency, decrease maintenance, and improve
public safety. This was accomplished under the original estimated $18,000,000 budget which was funded through a combination of a low interest loan and the Lighting District Reserves.
Project Cost

$13,590,000

Contact

Ben Lucha
blucha@cityofpalmdale.org

Consultant

Benya Burnett Consultancy

Contractor

Foddrill Construction Company

City of Santa Clarita

Enhancing Pedestrian Safety and Traffic Flow with
Electronic Blank-Out Signs
Santa Clarita has utilized blank-out sign technology in unique
and innovative ways by installing them at crosswalks to alert
motorists to pedestrian activity, at railroad crossings to notify
motorists of railroad preemption, and at a major intersection to
modify lane assignment by time of day. Each application has
met its goals by improving traffic flow and travel time, reducing
vehicle queues, and decreasing conflict between vehicles and
pedestrians.
Project Cost

$450,000

Contact

Damon Letz
dletz@santa-clarita.com

County of Los Angeles

Pine Canyon Road
The Pine Canyon Road project consists of rehabilitating approximately ten miles of roadway. The County of Los Angeles’
sustainable approach of using cold in-place recycling (CIR)
was selected as part of the pavement treatment. CIR provided
substantial cost savings when compared with an equivalent hot
mix alternative. It reduced energy consumption, greenhouse
gas emissions, and materials that may have ended up in landfills.
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Project Cost

$1,800,000

Contact

Leslie Schenk

Contractor

All American Asphalt
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DRAINAGE, WATER, AND WASTEWATER
City of Malibu

Civic Center Water Treatment Facility
The City of Malibu achieved elimination of individual septic systems with a new 200,000 gpd membrane bioreactor wastewater
facility that is capa- Project Cost $60,000,000
ble of supplying up
Contact
Robert DuBoux
to 70 million gallons of recycled
water. The Water Consultant Woodard & Curran
Myers and Sons Construction, LP, CasTreatment Facility
Contractor
cade Drilling, LP, Vido Artukovich and Son/
enhances the iconVidmar, Inc a JV
ic Civic Center area to provide a new level of sustainable water management by
using efficient and safe reuse of flows – rather than using high-quality drinking water for landscape irrigation.
City of Santa Monica

Clean Beaches Project
The Santa Monica Clean Beaches Project is an innovative water conservation project that collects and treats stormwater runoff for non-potable distribution and local park irrigation, while
improving beach water quality. The project constructed an underground 1.6 million-gallon cistern integrating stormwater and
brackish ground water. The project implements cutting-edge
technology by integrating real
-time weather forecast moni- Project Cost $14,900,000
toring with automated
Selim Eren
Contact
selim.eren@smgov.net
SCADA controls to fully automate infrastructure operaConsultant
Tetra Tech, Inc.
tions.
Contractor

Reyes Construction, Inc

City of Downey

Lakewood Blvd. Bioswale and Infiltration Basin
Improvements
The Lakewood Boulevard Bioswale and Infiltration Basin Improvements Project increased the efficiency of adjacent streets’
stormwater drainage system by diverting runoff on Lakewood
Blvd. to a bioswale equipped with infiltration capabilities and
runoff of Lakewood Blvd. to an infiltration gallery under a City
park, Dennis the Menace Park. The project was delivered within
budget and schedule, requiring coordination amongst Caltrans,
an adjacent apartment complex, contractor/subcontractors, construction manager and inspector, design consultant, and the
public.
Project Cost $550,000
Contact

Julio Guerrero
jguerrero@downeyca.org

Consultant

Stantec

Contractor

Sully Miller Contracting Company
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DRAINAGE, WATER, AND WASTEWATER
City of Huntington Beach

Well No. 9 Hydrogen Sulfide Odor Reduction and Removal
Well No. 9 has operated significantly under capacity since being drilled around
1981 due to the presence of low concentrations of Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S).
Through extensive piloting, our team discovered a cost-effective sustainable solution for natural treatment that uses
Project Cost $3,700,000
no chemicals. Rather, the entire
Duncan Lee
treatment process is bacteriological. Contact
dlee@surfcity-hb.org
This innovative program went fully
Consultant
PACE
operational November 2018.
Contractor

Environmental Construction, Inc.

West Orange County Water Board

West Orange County Water Board Feeder No. 2
Relocation Project
The West Orange County Water Board Feeder No. 2 had to be relocated
where it crossed the Caltrans right-of-way, due to overpass widening of the
Westminster Avenue overpass. The project involved a 400-foot long 42-inch
diameter microtunnel under the I-405 highway. The project also installed a half
mile of 33-inch steel pipeline within a residential neighborhood and on a Caltrans off Project Cost $5,129,705
Andrew Ferrigno
ramp. There was extensive coordination
Contact
aferrigno@surfcity-hb.org
between Caltrans and OCTA to relocate
this vital facility.
Consultant
GHD, Inc.
Contractor

CCL Contracting, Inc.

FACILITIES
City of Hawaiian Gardens

Veterans Memorial

The Memorial at the main entrance to the Civic Center honors
citizens who have served in the Military. The vision and inspiration for the design was provided by local veterans. A five-point
granite star serves as the centerpiece of the memorial, each
point honoring a Military branch. The memorial plaza is overshadowed by a 13-foot
Project Cost
$836,500
-long locally donated
turret gun prominently Contact
Joe Colombo
jcolombo@hgcity.org
installed in the adjacent memorial garden. Consultant
David Volz Design Landscape
16

Contractor

Southbay Landscaping, Inc.
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FACILITIES
City of Yorba Linda

Yorba Linda Town Center Parking Structure
The Yorba Linda Town Center Project was a successful designbuild project that was constructed to facilitate parking needs for
the public within the City’s newly developed Town Center District. The design effort incorporated extensive façade enhancements to allow the structure to blend with the architecture of the
surrounding retail buildings. Use of brick, decorative metal finishes, and other architectural Project Cost $9,900,000
details provide consistency
Rick Yee
with the City’s Town Center Contact
ryee@yorbalindaca.gov
Specific Plan.
Consultant

PDS

Contractor

Bomel Construction Inc.

City of Anaheim

Fire Station No. 5
This project is a 9,400 SF Fire Station built and equipped to
serve central Anaheim and improve the City’s emergency response infrastructure. With seamless cooperation between
Public Works, Fire & Rescue, and designer-builder Erikson
Hall, the project was a resounding success. The new station
was finished ahead of schedProject Cost $5,400,000
ule in only 20 months from
initial design and permitting to
Patrick Kelley
Contact
pkelley@anaheim.net
grand opening while staying
well within budgetary conConsultant
WLC Architects, Inc.
straints.
Contractor

Erickson Hall

RECREATION AND ATHLETIC FACILITIES
City of Brea

The Tracks at Brea
Project Cost

$30,000,000

Contact

Roslyn Lau, Ph.D.
roslynl@cityofbrea.net

Consultant

David Evans & Associates

Contractor

American Integrated Services, Los Angeles Engineering, GMC Engineering, Lucas
Builders Inc.

The Tracks at Brea transformed a blighted
and contaminated abandoned railroad corridor into a four-mile multi-modal trail connecting adjacent communities
to employment and popular attractions, providing access to the 66-mile OC Loop bike trail. The trail acts as a
recreational trail as well as one for commuters. Over ten years, the City partnered with multiple agencies, combining local funding and $17.5 million of grant funding to acquire, design and construct the much needed community trail.
17
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RECREATION AND ATHLETIC FACILITIES
City of Mission Viejo

Marguerite Aquatic Complex
Mission Viejo renovated its 46-year-old Marguerite Aquatics Complex
into a world-class facility with a 45-foot-tall dive tower with doublewide
platforms that required over 1 million pounds of concrete; a 50-meter,
Olympic-sized swimming pool, a dive pool and a shallow pool where
children can learn to swim; new dive and swim school offices; another
restroom building; shaded grandstands; state-of-the-art scoreboards,
sound system and closed-circuit TVs; and dryland training areas. Project included drought-tolerant landscaping and water-efficient irrigation.
Project Cost
$11,000,000
Contact

Karen Hamman
khamman@cityofmissionviejo.org

Consultant

RJM Design Group and Griffin Structures

City of West Covina

Orangewood Soccer Field Complex
The former underutilized Orangewood Park baseball field has
been transformed into West Covina’s first youth soccer complex. Improvements include two large soccer pitches, a restroom and concession building, a soccer themed playground,
walking trail, picnic areas with ADA access, shaded seating
area and a new pervious parking lot. The park features sustainable development practices, including drought tolerant plantings, efficient drip irrigation systems and an effective storm water solution for
Project Cost
$4,105,540
run-off.

City of Santa Clarita

Heritage Trail from Gateway Ranch
to Wildwood Canyon
The City of Santa Clarita partnered with the Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy and William S. Hart School District to
develop plans and construct a multi-use trail from the City’s
Wildwood Canyon Open Space to Gateway Ranch Open
Space. The design team consisted of a group of 12 senior volunteer trails crew, averaging 70 years old, and 32 high school
students from the local William S. Hart school district, and headed by City staff.
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Project Cost

$9,000

Contact

Damon Letz
dletz@santa-clarita.com

Contact

Miguel Hernandez
mhernandez@westcovina.org

Consultant

David Volz Design Landscape Architects, Inc.

Contractor

Monet Construction, Inc.
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STORMWATER QUALITY
City of Culver City

Culver City Transfer Station Stormwater Diversion and Rain
Garden Project
Culver City’s Refuse Transfer Station Stormwater Diversion and Rain
Garden Project captures and diverts up to 32,000 gallons of polluted
(trash, bacteria, metals) run-off per rain event from Ballona Creek to Hyperion for treatment. 1,400 gallons of captured roof run-off is reused for
the drip irrigation. Due to the projects’ proximity to Ballona Creek and
habitat and resource protection objectives, Culver City applied for and
received $606,000 in grant funding. The project was delivered on schedule and within budget.
Project Cost

$1,366,850

Contact

Lee Torres
lee.torres@culvercity.org

City of Lakewood

Bolivar Park Stormwater and Runoff Capture Project
The City of Lakewood recently completed the first smart regional stormwater BMP. The project consists of an air-inflated rubber dam diversion system to re-direct all urban and stormwater
runoff from the Del Amo Channel through a pre-treatment system to remove trash, debris, and sediment. A pump station and
drainage pipeline conveys the water into a large, buried multichambered storage/
Project Cost $11,000,000
infiltration facility and
treats the water to be
Contact
Lisa Rapp
used to irrigate the
park’s landscape.
Consultant
Tetra Tech, Inc.
Contractor

Reyes Construction, Inc.

City of Costa Mesa

Arlington Drive Bioswale & Dry Weather Diversion
Project
Project Cost

$4,690,000

The $4.69 million Arlington
Contact
Leah Kabbara
Drive Bio-swale & Dry
Weather Diversion Project Consultant Kabbara Engineering
was an outstanding examContractor
Sully Miller Contracting Inc.
ple of a partnership between 3 agencies, including the City of Costa Mesa, OC Fair & Events Center and OCTA, and included extensive outreach to residents, the school
district, and community stakeholders. The project was delivered on-schedule and under-budget by the Kabbara Eng. design team and fulfilled its public commitment to enhancing
water quality, flood protection, traffic safety, access and beautification.
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STORMWATER QUALITY
City of Los Angeles

Machado Lake Ecosystem Rehabilitation
The Machado Lake
Ecosystem Rehabil- Project Cost $99,457,563
itation Project utiArmando Medina
Contact
lized natural proarmando.medina@lacity.org
cesses and innovaConsultant
CDM Smith in association with Parsons
tion to rehabilitate
the historic and be- Contractor
OHL USA, Inc.
loved Machado
Lake in the City of Los Angeles’ Ken Malloy Harbor Regional
Park. Construction of this nearly $100 million project took three
years to complete consisting of dredging approximately 240,000 cubic yards of sediment, and constructing a
treatment system to naturally process pollutants. Work also included restoration of 40 acres of riparian habitat,
park features, and landscaping.

TRAFFIC, MOBILITY AND BEAUTIFICATION
City of Calabasas

Lost Hills Interchange
The Lost Hills Interchange Project transformed the Lost Hills
Road overcrossing and the Lost Hills Road / US 101 interchange. The interchange was inefficient due to closely spaced
intersections and high traffic flows. The project creates a positive impact on the surrounding environment as well as alleviated traffic for pedestrians and daily commuters. The interchange
improvements and new overcrossing enhance traffic circulation
and accommodate the future needs of the people of Project Cost $35,000,000
Calabasas.
Contact

Robert Yalda

Contractor

Security Paving Co.

City of Pico Rivera

Paramount Blvd. Median Improvement Project
The City of Pico Rivera retained KOA Corporation to design and Palp Inc. to
construct median improvements along Paramount Boulevard within the City
limits. The City’s engagement with the public was key to developing a project
that would successfully slow traffic, eliminate improper turns, improve protection at Dunlop Crossing Road, and beautify the corridor. The project exceeded
public goals/expectations and was completed on schedule in mid-2018.
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Project Cost

$1,700,000

Contact

Robert Delgadillo
rdelgadillo@pico-rivera.org

Consultant

KOA Corporation

Contractor

PALP, Inc.
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TRAFFIC, MOBILITY AND BEAUTIFICATION
City of Pomona

Citywide Major Street Rehabilitation
Major Street Rehabilita- Project Cost $17,895,535
tion – Citywide (FY 13Rene Guerrero
14 to FY 15-16) provided Contact
rene_guerrero@ci.pomona.ca.us
a much needed renewal Consultant RKA Consulting
along the north portion
of one of Pomona’s busi- Contractor Gentry Brothers
est arterials, Garey Avenue. The project repaved and rehabilitated approximately 14.5
miles of street, added Active Transportation Program (ATP)
bicycle lanes and bike routes, ATP pedestrian intersection improvements, and traffic signal-related enhancements. Additionally, this project implemented new Corridors Specific Plan median and parkway landscaping with storm water infiltration imCity of Los Angeles

Riverside Drive Viaduct Replacement over the
Los Angeles River
Project Cost

$75,000,000

Contact

Armando Medina, armando.medina@lacity.org

Consultant

CH2M & AECOM, Designers: HNTB & FPL

Contractor

Flatiron West, Inc.

The Riverside Drive Viaduct Replacement in bounded by
the I-5 and 110 freeways in the City of Los Angeles. The
viaduct structure provides crossing over four Southern
California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA) railroad
tracks, Avenue 19 and Los Angeles River spanning a developed length of 1,200 feet. It provides a concrete barrier protected auxiliary lane for pedestrians and cyclists. Additional improvements include a multi-lane traffic
roundabout at the intersection of Figueroa St and San Fernando Rd with a public art component.
Port of Los Angeles

Harbor Boulevard Roadway Improvements and
Plaza Park Project
The Harbor Boulevard Roadway Improvements and Plaza Park
Project was the first step in the redevelopment of Ports O’Call
to the future San Pedro Public Market. The street realignment
and park refurbishment improved traffic flow and safety for vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians, and enhanced public access.
Plaza Park, which overlooks
Project Cost
$9,176,000
the LA Waterfront, is a destination for both residents and
Michael Swords
Contact
visitors, and a draw for the
Mswords@portla.org
future development and
Consultant
Jacobs
growth of the LA Waterfront.
Contractor

Kiewit Infrastructure West
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TRANSPORTATION
City of Beverly Hills

North Santa Monica Blvd. Reconstruction Project
North Santa Monica Blvd is a world-famous City of Beverly Hills thoroughfare used by 60,000+ daily vehicles which was reconstructed to
insure a safe, smooth and environmentally conscious travel experience. 1.5 miles of roadway was replaced along with improvements
such as new sidewalk, curb, gutters, energy-efficient LED street lights,
ADA access ramps, drought tolerant landscape, bike lanes and raised
pedestrian crossings that provide traffic calming and safe crossing at
10 heavily used unsignalized in- Project Cost $22,841,360
tersections.
Contact

Alex Sanchez
alex@bergcm.com

Consultant

Berg & Associates, Inc.

Contractor

Griffith Company

City of Newport Beach

Park Avenue Bridge Replacement
The 1930’s Park Avenue Bridge, deemed functionally obsolete,
was the only link connecting Big and Little Balboa Islands over
the Grand Canal. This project demolished the existing bridge,
installed a temporary access bridge across the Canal for use
during construction, and constructed the new bridge with widened traffic lanes and sidewalks, ADA ramps and staircases at
four corners, improved sight distance for drivers, and improved
recreational/navigation
Project Cost $9,400,000
for Canal users while
maintaining the fable
Contact
Mark Vukojevic
“story book” bridge
mvukojevic@newportbeachca.gov
look.

City of Fullerton

State College Boulevard Grade Separation
The City of Fullerton and the Orange County Transportation
Authority designed and constructed a new roadway undercrossing at the intersection of State College Boulevard and the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway. The roadway was lowered between Santa Fe Avenue to the north to approximately
500 feet south of ValenProject Cost $86,000,000
cia Drive to the south.
This greatly improved
Arturo Vivar
Contact
avivar@markthomas.com
safety and traffic operaConsultant
Mark Thomas
tions at the rail line, which
carries more than 70 trains per day.
Contractor
USS Cal Builders
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Consultant

Michael Baker International

Contractor

John S. Meek Company, Inc.
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TRANSPORTATION
City of Santa Clarita

Newhall Ranch Road Bridge Widening
The Newhall Ranch Road Bridge Widening over San Francisquito Creek is
a $16M project that provided two more travel lanes, a raised median, barrier protected sidewalks, a bike trail, and trail connection underneath the
bridge. As part of the cross-valley connector, this project constructs the
bridge to its ultimate width, removing a bottleneck condition, and improving traffic circulation. This project is consistent with the City’s General
Plan and Circulation Element and supports the City’s 5-year strategic plan.
Project Cost

$16,000,000

Contact

Damon Letz
dletz@santa-clarita.com

Alameda Corridor-East, San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments

San Gabriel Trench Grade Separation Project

The San Gabriel Trench grade separation project resulted in
the lowering of a 1.4-mile section of railroad track in a 30-footdeep, 65-foot-wide trench through the City of San Gabriel with
construction of roadway bridges at four crossings and railroad
bridges across two storm channels. The project eliminates
crossing collisions and delays for nearly 90,000 motorists traveling each day on the
$293,700,000
four streets and reduces Project Cost
emissions from idling
Ricky Choi
Contact
rchoi@theaceproject.org
vehicles and delays for
emergency responders. Consultant
Moffat & Nichol
Contractor

Walsh Construction Company
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Is Honored by the
2018 BEST Award for
City of Pomona for the

Congratulations to the City of Pico Rivera

2018 BEST Project Award winner

Paramount Blvd Median Improvement Project
and to all team members for a successful project!

Citywide Major Street
Rehabilitation Program

www.excelpavingcompany.com
YP Committee Successful Toy Drive

26

19th Annual
2012BEST
LOCAL
CONGRESS
Awards
HIGHLIGHTS

BEST Awards Luncheon Photos are available to download
free of charge at http://www.flickr.com/photos/47026369@N05/
APWA National President-Elect Bill Spearman

County of Los Angeles , Pine Canyon Road Project Team
APWA Chapter President
Tim D’Zmura

Masters of Ceremony Ken Montgomery and Bonnie Teaford,
Pres Elect/Awards Chair Pat Somerville, and Bill Spearman

Sold-Out 19th Annual BEST Awards Luncheon

Supervisor Sheila Kuehl
2018 Top Elected Leader 27

Al Cablay has accepted the position of Public Works Director for the
City of Burlington effective December 17, 2018. Al has spent the majority of his career in California. He
has over 40 years of experience
working with municipalities in the
areas of public works and engineering, including over 20 years of
experience serving as Public Works Director or similar title
with various municipalities in California. Al holds a Master’s
Degree in Business, a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering as well as a number of certificates related to public
works.
Al said: “I am passionate about the public works profession
and engaging with such efforts on the municipal level. I look
forward to this opportunity which also allows me be closer to
our family in North Carolina”.

2017 GOLD CHAPTER SPONSOR

Al has been active with the American Public Works Association (APWA), SoCal Chapter. He has served as our liaison
to Maintenance Superintendent’s Association (MSA), and
was active with the Chapter Golf Committee. Al and his
band will be performing at the SoCal Chapter’s Annual Installation Dinner on February 2, 2019, so be sure to say
“Hi!”
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LA County PW Assistant Deputy Director John Walker
Retires
John is a native North
Carolinian. He attended North Carolina State
University in Raleigh,
receiving his B.S. in
Civil Engineering in
1981. He was recruited
on-campus by the Los
Angeles County Road
Department and began
his career there in
1982. He went on to
serve the public for 36
years in the Los Angeles County Department
of Public Works in various facets of public
works engineering and
administration, retiring
as an Assistant Deputy
Director in September 2018. In retirement, he plans to take
an initial break from the rigors of professional life by spending more quality time with Belle, his wife of 28 years, catching up on home improvements, enjoying various outdoor
endeavors, exploring music, and digging into the wealth of
reading opportunities.

2018 G0LD CHAPTER SPONSOR

Al Cablay Leaves SoCal to Become DPW in Burlington, North
Carolina

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

APWA SoCal Chapter Past Presidents met for the Past President’s Annual Holiday Luncheon on December 7, 2018.
From Left to right: Lisa Rapp 2009, Bob Aronson 2000, Harold Williams 1994, George Miller 1995, Bob Collacott 1999,
Robert Newman 2017, Tony Antich 2014, Pat Somerville 2019, Harvey Gobas 2006, Bonnie Teaford 2013, Jim Biery 1996,
Jeff Cooper 2008, and Ken Montgomery 1992.
Take Insight on your travels and snap a
photo with a Public Works structure or
feature—and send it in to be published!

In Brief……
Ken Steele joined Lochner in August 2018 as the Deputy Design
Manager for the I-405 Improvement Project . Jackie Scott joined the City
of Laguna Niguel in August 2018 as Director of Public Works/City Engineer. Margo Yapp PE has been named to succeed Claude Corvino as
President and CEO of NCE when he retires and transitions to an advisory
role on June 1, 2019. NV5 VP and Past Chapter President Ami Amirani
retired in October 2018 after 12 years of service to Civil Source and NV5.
PENCO Engineering and Cannon Corporation
Announce a Merger
PENCO Engineering (PENCO), a civil engineering, land development, planning, and surveying
firm with offices in Irvine and Corona, California
h,as merged with Cannon Corporation, a fullservice engineering consulting firm. Founded in
1988 by George Jurica in Santa Ana, California,
PENCO has worked on an array of projects for
important clients like Disney, Irvine Company and
Los Angeles Department of Public Works.
George Jurica will remain with the company as the General Manager and
Principal to service clients in Southern California. George has been a
long time active member of the SoCal Chapter, serving on the Streets and
Technology Committee, chairing the Golf Committee, and serving on the
Board of Directors.

Public Works Directors Lisa Rapp and Ken
Rukavina outside City Hall in Valencia,
Spain—October 2018.
To have your photo included, please
email your photo with a copy of Insight
along with caption, date, and location to
lrapp@lakewoodcity.org.

With this merger, both companies expand their ability to serve more clients in Southern California. They now have offices in eight locations including Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Bakersfield, Corona, Irvine, Ontario, Santa Barbara, California and Issaquah, Washington.
Find out more about the offerings by both Cannon and PENCO by visiting
their respective websites: CannonCorp.us and PencoENG.com
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PUBLIC WORKS MYSTERY QUIZ—CAN YOU SOLVE THIS MYSTERY?
Your editor has been asked about the purpose of
the indentations in the curb face in the photo to the
right. Are they a drainage feature? Reducing on
concrete? Rumble strip? Decoration? We see
them more in Caltrans ROW and in older construction. This photo was taken on the NB Paramount
Blvd on-ramp to the SB I-5. The first response with
a documentable correct answer will win a gift card
from your editor! Remember, documentation is
required— a manual or specification reference—
not just a guess—we already have plenty of those!
We will publish the winning response in our next
issue. And if this proves to be successful, we will
look for other Public Works mysteries to solve!
Email answers to lrapp@lakewoodcity.org.
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CHAPTER EVENTS

Calling all Chapter Leaders and Potential
Committee Members!
 Awards
Are you interest Education
ed in getting
more involved at  Insight Newsmagazine
 Golf Tournament
the APWA
SoCal Chapter  Greenbook
level? There
 Legislative Advocacy
are immediate
 Annual Chapter Sponsorship
openings on all
committees for members who would like to serve at the
Chapter level. The committees include:
Joining a committee will allow you to help the Chapter plan
exciting events and beneficial programs while you meet new

 Annual Installation Event
 Streets and Technology
 Annual Installation Celebration
 Membership
 Programs
 Scholarships
 Young Professionals
istrator,
Trish Pietrzak at 310-995-9800 or
email at trish@maverickgroupinc.com.

people and
make great contacts!
To join a committee or just
get more information, call our
Chapter Admin-

Jan 24

Chapter Board Meeting

E-Go To Meeting

Jan 31- Feb1

APWA Leadership Conference

Kansas City

Feb 2

Annual Installation Dinner

Anaheim Convention Center

Feb 28

Chapter Lunch – Implementing Measure W

The Mayne Event Center, Bellflower

Mar 28

Chapter Lunch - TBA

The Mayne Event Center, Bellflower

th

Apr 10

20 Annual Complete Streets & Tech Conference

Carson Community Center

Apr 10

Chapter Lunch

Carson Community Center

Apr 26

Chapter Board Meeting

E-Go To Meeting

May 10

24th Annual Golf Tournament

Coyote Hills Golf Course, Fullerton

May 14

2nd Annual Roadeo — Joint Event with MSA

South Gate Park

May 19-25

National Public Works Week

Jun 4-6

Public Works Institute — Module 2

Rio Hondo Events Center, Downey

Jun 14

SoCal, San Diego, Ventura Joint Chapter Board Mtg

MWD, Downtown Los Angeles

Jun 27

Chapter Luncheon and Field Trip

TBD

Jul 25

Annual Scholarship Event

Clark Estate, Santa Fe Springs

Aug TBA

Community Service Event

Food Bank, Great Park, Irvine

Sept 8-11

PWX – APWA National Convention

Seattle Convention Center, Seattle, WA

Sept 26

Chapter Lunch — TBA

TBA

Oct 6

Committee Appreciation Event – Family Tailgate

TBA

Oct 22-24

Public Works Institute — Module 3

Rio Hondo Events Center, Downey

Oct 24

Chapter Luncheon — TBA

Rio Hondo Events Center, Downey

Nov TBA

Greenbook Seminar

Carson Community Center, Carson

Dec 6

Past President’s Luncheon

The Centre EBR, Lakewood

Dec 12

20th Annual BEST Awards Luncheon

The Centre, Lakewood CA

http://southernca.apwa.net

Phone No: 310.995.9800

Programs & Events

2019 Calendar

3131

1600 Rosecrans Avenue, 4th Floor
Media Bldg.
Manhattan Beach, Ca 90266

Employment Opportunity: Golden State Water Company (GSWC) has two positions available for engineers: Engi-

neering Design Manager, responsible for the overall management of the Engineering Design Center and GSWC projects,
and Sr. Design Engineer, responsible for the design of assigned GSWC projects (plants and pipelines) and oversight of
engineering staff for GSWC. For more information: https://www.gswater.com/about-gswc/employment-opportunities/
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