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Director of Public Works, Burbank

Bonnie Teaford, P.E.

SOCAL CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Back in December 2012, before I
was sworn in as the APWA Southern California Chapter President, I
had the good fortune to be invited
to a Past Presidents Committee
meeting that was chaired by Lisa
Rapp, the City of Lakewood Public
Works Director and editor of this award-winning
newsletter. Members of this august body graciously agreed to share their sage advice with
me as I prepared for the year ahead. While all
the input was of tremendous value, the one tidbit
that I reflected upon today as I write my last
President’s Message was the warning, “Enjoy
the year – it will go by faster than you can believe.” It surely did!
And what a great year it was. Our field trips to
Riverside to see the Low Impact Development
Testing and Demonstration Facility and to Burbank to see the EcoCampus electrical facility got
us out and about in the Chapter’s vast region
and was well received by the members. Our
Education Committee was “on fire” this year,
they told me, as they organized an unprece-

dented number of seminars on topics including construction
management, the Greenbook, and Building Information
Modeling (BIM), culminating with their 3-day Public Works
Institute Module 4 in October. The Complete Streets and
Technology Conference in April and the GIS Conference in
September, each organized by its own committee, complemented the other educational opportunities provided by the
Chapter, and our first student chapter was established at
UC Irvine. The more purely social activities that provided
terrific networking opportunities were kicked off at our annual Dinner Dance in beautiful Burbank last January and
reinforced at the annual Golf Tournament in Anaheim on a
Southern-California-picture-perfect day in October. All of
the hardworking committees, Board of Directors, sponsors,
and most of all our membership, have my heartfelt thanks
for a year filled with continued support and passion for Public Works.
I’m looking forward to 2014 and supporting the incoming
leaders of this great organization. The Dinner Dance Committee has booked Union Station for Saturday, February 1,
2014, for a fabulous evening of glamour and fun. I, for one,
will be breaking out my favorite dancing shoes for the incredible sounds of the Anaheim Public Works Band. Hope
to see you there!

DYNAMITE LUNCHEON PROGRAMS SET FOR 2014
NATASHA DEBENNON l BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER l ARCADIS l CHAPTER PROGRAM COMMITTEE CHAIR

The Chapter Program Committee has developed a dynamite
line up of luncheon programs for 2014. A complete listing of
dates is included in the calendar on page 31 of this issue.
January - “LA and OC County Public Works Directors”
To kick off the year, the Chapter luncheon will be held on
January 23rd at the Centre in Lakewood. The featured
speakers will be Gail Farber, Los Angeles County Director
of Public Works, and Shane Silsby, the new Orange County
Director of Public Works. Gail will be focusing her remarks
on Social Media and how LA County Public Works uses it to
benefit citizens and the work force, while Shane will be talking about what is new at OC Public Works.
February - “Purchasing SCE Street Lights for Your City”
On February 27th, the Chapter luncheon will be held at the
Southern California Energy Efficiency Center in Irwindale.
The program will include a panel discussion focused on
SCE’s new policies regarding the sale of their street lights to
cities. In the past, SCE fought the sale of street lights, however they have revised their corporate policies to work with
cities who desire to acquire the lights. John King, SCE’s
Manager for Agriculture, Institutions and Water Customers
will walk attendees through the process of inventory
and valuation, filing with the PUC, and final cut-over.
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The panel will also include the perspective of two cit-

ies who are well into the acquisition process. Heather
Swan, Senior Projects Coordinator for the Lancaster Power
Authority, who is responsible for the process to transfer over
19,000 street lights to the city and integrate them into the
system for operations and maintenance. Aaron Klemm,
Energy Project Manager for the City of Huntington Beach,
will speak on his city’s progress in this arena.
Following the panel discussion, SCE invites all attendees to
tour the Energy Efficiency Center (EEC). Plan to allow at
least 30 minutes to visit the various sections of the EEC including sections on lighting, HVAC, Smart Grid and Smart
Garage.
On March 20th, the program committee hopes to bring you
the opportunity to tour one of our 2013 BEST Award Winning Projects—the City of Santa Monica’s Tongva Park,
celebrated for its natural runoff water treatment features.
Be sure to mark your calendars for April 23rd, when you
can join the attendees of the Complete Streets and Technology Conference at the Carson Community Center for the
luncheon program which will feature another outstanding
speaker from our own Public Works community.
Additional information regarding programs and registration
will be coming your way via our email communications!

SOCAL CHAPTER NEWS & EVENTS

16TH ANNUAL DINNER DANCE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2014

WELCOME TO UNION STATION
800 N. Alameda Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
HAPPY HOUR 7:00 PM - DINNER 8:00 PM

BLACK TIE OPTIONAL
$85 per person
$100 after January 17, 2014

SPONSORSHIPS STILL AVAILABLE
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION ONLINE
http://southernca.apwa.net
Contact Kathy Dancel at kdancel@saassociates.net
or 626.821.3456
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Don’t miss the latest developments in public infrastructure
design, ops, maintenance & funding. Planned topics include:







Construction Mgmt & Inspection—Alt Delivery
Methods, Source Inspection, Best Practices
Roundabouts
Sustainability
Pavement Mgmt (LifeCycle Cost Analysis)
Trenchless Technologies







Tablets Apps for Operations and Maintenance
Wireless Communications
in the Public ROW
Hydrology, Hydraulics &
BMP Selection
Social Media in PW
Complete Streets—
multiple topics

Want to be an Exhibitor? Contact David Stuetzel at
714-665-4518 or dstuetzel@hfinc.com
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Wednesday, April 23, 2014
8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Carson Community Center
801 East Carson Street
Carson, CA

More Info Available &
Register Now at
ww.southernca.apwa.net
Or contact Sylvia Robles
at srobles@santa-ana.org

ON THE COVER

PUENTE HILLS LANDFILL CLOSED ON OCTOBER 31, 2013
MICHELLE P. LEONARD l VICE PRESIDENT l SCS ENGINEERS
After 56 years of operation, the Puente
Hills Landfill, owned and operated by
the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles
County, closed on October 31, 2013.
The Puente Hills Landfill first opened in
1957 as the private San Gabriel Valley
Dump. The Sanitation Districts purchased the landfill in 1970 for a regional disposal facility. The conditional use permit issued
by Los Angeles County required the site to close upon
completion of the final fill design or on October 31, 2013,
whichever occurred first.
The Puente Hills Landfill employed
numerous innovative, environmental
approaches including generating electricity from landfill gas, managing materials recovery and recycling programs, dedicating the landfill property
to a regional park after closure, and
acquiring and maintaining local native
habitat as open space. In addition, the
state-of-the-art facility included extensive practices to manage odors, dust,
birds, and provide landscaping to
blend with the local native habitat.

Eventually, the county plans on loading waste onto rail
cars. The waste will travel 220 miles to the Sanitation District’s new landfill in Imperial County, known as the Mesquite Canyon Landfill. But officials with the County Sanitation Districts say the waste-by-rail operation won’t be operational for at least another five years.
Until then, waste will be processed at the District’s two Material Recovery Facilities one in Downey and the other situated at the Puente Hills Material Recovery Facility, at the
base of the Puente Hills Landfill. At both MRFs, a combined 10,000 tons per day of trash will be processed. Residual waste will be trucked to two different landfills in Orange County, one in Brea and the
other near Irvine. The contract with
Orange County expires June 30,
2016.

The Puente Hills Landfill once
handled much more waste than it
did at the time of its closure. It
typically received the maximum of
13,200 tons per day and would
often close by noon. But the high
trash volume slowed abruptly in
2007, when tonnage dropped
The railyard at Mesquite Landfill will receive waste drastically. In 2013, the landfill was
transported by train from Los Angeles County.
It is estimated that it will take 12 to 18
taking in about 7,500 tons of rubbish
months for construction of the final
a day. This reduction in waste was
cover and to complete other closure work. Afterwards,
attributed to the recession that began in 2007, with much
filled areas of the landfill will be made available to Los Anless demolition and construction waste coming to the landgeles County Department of Parks and Recreation for defill, and a reduction in personal consumption as well.
velopment of a park. The Sanitation Districts will continue
The closure of Puente Hills means for the first time in the
to maintain and monitor the landfill for at least 30 years to
history of Los Angeles County a majority of its residents’
protect public health and the environment. Giant vacuum
trash will be buried in Orange, San Bernardino and Rivertubes will continue to remove methane gas and pipe it into
side counties. It is the end of one era, but the beginning of
the gas-to-energy plant operating on site since 1986. The
another.
landfill gas will produce enough electricity to power 70,000
Thank you to the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts
homes continuously for another 20 years.
for their assistance in the preparation of this article.

The new Puente Hills Railyard will be used to transfer waste bound for Mesquite Landfill in Imperial County.
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2013 WINNERS
The Southern California Chapter of American Public Works Association honored our BEST Award Winners
on December 12, 2013. Chapter members submitted applications in nine categories from agencies in four
size categories. Top Public Works Leaders in both the public and private sector were nominated, as well as
Elected Official of the Year.
The categories included Buildings; Creative and Innovative Projects; Water, Wastewater and Drainage; Facilities; Recreational and Athletic Facilities; Stormwater Quality; Traffic, Mobility, and Beautification; Transportation; and National Public Works Week - School and Community Outreach.
The Awards Committee evaluated projects from agencies of similar size against the following criteria:
Project Performance: Achieved the project goals; delivered on schedule; demonstrated cost effectiveness; cooperation amongst agencies, consultants and contractor; public involvement &
awareness.
Unique Aspects: Innovative features through the planning and execution of the project/program that
sets it apart.
Quality of Life: Results in a positive impact to the community, including residents, businesses and
visitors; sustainable features and environmentally sensitive solutions; provides a new, or improves an existing, service to the community.
To be eligible for nomination, a project must have been “substantially completed” and available for public
and/or agency use between September 1, 2012 and September 1, 2013. If a project has multiple phases or
segments, then “substantially completed” will apply to the final phase or segment of work.
There is a maximum of one award per category, per agency, per year. An agency can receive no more than
3 awards.
Top Leader nominees were evaluated for their career service to the public works profession.
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Public Works Top Elected Official
Diane DuBois
Council Member, City of Lakewood
Chair, Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
Diane DuBois has demonstrated a commitment to thoughtful and collegial public policy throughout her
37 years of leadership work in the public sector. In 1977, Diane was appointed to the Planning and Environment Commission of her home community of Lakewood. She served on that commission for 28
years. In 2005, she was elected to the Lakewood City Council. She was re-elected in 2009 and went
unchallenged in her bid for a third term earlier this year. In her Lakewood work, Diane has been a champion of public works projects to maintain and improve local quality of life. She was a dedicated advocate for the city’s award-winning repaving program, during which Lakewood overlaid 100% of its 143 miles of residential
streets in a 12-year period. Diane and her city council colleagues never wavered in support for adequate funding of this program, which has created tremendous pride in Lakewood and a lasting legacy of quality infrastructure.
A strong believer in the value of regional cooperation, Diane gained the support of her partners in the Gateway Cities area
and beyond to win election to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) board in 2009--and re-election in early 2013.
Then, in July 2013, her fellow board members elected Diane to serve as chair of Metro--a first for a representative from
Lakewood or any of the 28 cities of the Gateway region! Metro is the third largest transportation agency in the United
States, operating a vast network of subway and light-rail lines and bus routes spread across the reaches of L.A. County.
Metro also manages and funds the largest slate of public works projects in the nation, including multi-billion dollar projects
for freeway modernization and subway/light-rail line extension. Diane has played an active role with her fellow board members and Metro staff to help the agency manage the many challenges and opportunities it faces.

Public Works Emerging Leader - Private Sector
Francesca Fuentes, Willdan
Francesca Fuentes graduated from the University of Arkansas with a BA in communications.
She started working in the marketing department at Willdan in 2005 and is now the head of
Corporate Programs. Her responsibilities include business development and conference planning, as well as representing Willdan at professional events throughout California. Francesca’s
focus is connecting industry professionals; whether it is linking Willdan’s engineers with key
agencies or professionals, or facilitating exchanges at one of the many industry association
events which she has managed. She is dedicated to the furthering of our industry. Her accomplishments include developing relationships and winning key projects with the City of Fresno and Cal State LA, as well as contributing to the success of
the League of California Cities Annual Conference Gala, a key fundraiser that brings industry professionals together to network. Francesca has been very active with the Southern California chapter of the American Public Works Association
(APWA) and has held several positions with the Program Committee; most notably, she was co-chair of the opening and
closing ceremonies for the 2012 APWA National Conference in Anaheim and organized the Dinner Dance in 2011.

Public Works Emerging Leader - Public Sector
Tran Tran, City of Irvine
Tran Tran is an Associate Engineer at the City of Irvine specializing in Traffic Engineering. During
his tenure with the City of Irvine, Tran has been involved with Capital Improvement Projects, Orange
County Great Park development, Great Park Neighborhoods Development, Irvine Company Land
Development, and various other developments within the City. Prior to the City of Irvine, Tran
worked as a Roadway Designer at CH2M Hill. His work mainly involved designing roadway geometrics for Caltrans’ projects in District 7 and District 12. Several days out of the year, Tran assists the
California State Board as an Expert Consultant for the California Special Civil Seismic Principles
and Engineering Surveying examination. He has worked on examination development, which consists of writing new exam problems, reviewing exam problems for accuracy, and determining the
passing cut score. Tran earned his Bachelor’s Degree at Cal Poly Pomona and is a licensed Civil
Engineer in the state of California. Tran’s APWA involvement includes being a committee member on the Engineering
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and Technology Committee, which hosts the annual Streets and Technology Conference in Carson.

Public Works Top Leader—Public Sector
Robert Newman, City of Santa Clarita
Robert Newman is the Director of Public Works for the City of Santa Clarita, overseeing seven divisions
including Capital Improvement Projects, Development Services, Traffic and Transportation Planning,
Building and Safety, Environmental Services and General Services. Robert is responsible for a $26 million department budget, $48 million capital improvement budget, and a team of 140 staff members.
Robert is a licensed Professional Civil Engineer and Professional Land Surveyor in California. He has
over 30 years of work experience in the private and public sector in the public works profession. Robert
has been involved in over $500 million in public infrastructure projects. If it has been built in the City of
Santa Clarita, Robert has been involved in the design and construction. His accomplishments include
the Cross Valley Connector, Santa Clarita Sports Complex, Transit Maintenance Facility, Old Town Newhall Library, the Metrolink Stations as well as citywide traffic improvements. Robert has served as President of the High
Desert Branch of APWA, President for the Public Works Department for the League of Cities, President of the City / County
Engineers Association and currently is on the So Cal Board of APWA.

Public Works Top Leader—Private Sector
George Jurica, Penco Engineering
Mr. Jurica is a founder and President of PENCO Engineering, Inc., a civil engineering and survey
firm servicing public & private sector clients with offices in Irvine, Corona and Long Beach. This year
PENCO is celebrating its 25th Anniversary. Mr. Jurica played a major role in many major projects
throughout southern California including: various roadway and drainage projects for LACDPW and
Portola Parkway, Jeffrey Road, and Irvine Blvd. for the City of Irvine; California Adventure; Riverside
County Regional Medical Center; over 20 projects for LAUSD; Irvine Ranch; and Platinum Triangle.
He is a member of various professional organizations and is currently a Board member and Chairman of the Golf Committee for SoCal APWA. He was also on the Board and President for ASCE-OC.
His awards include: 2001 Civil Engineer of the Year for ASCE-OC; 2003 Private Sector Engineer of the Year for ASCE-LA;
and 2003 Distinguished Engineer of the Year for the Orange County Engineering Council . He’s very involved in church activities, and also enjoys playing golf, traveling and family gatherings. He is married to his beautiful wife, Milka, and has three
children Marina, Gregory and Michelle and one grandson, John.

President’s Award
Ahmed Husain, City of Downey
Ahmed has been actively involved with the American Public Works Association, Southern California Chapter since 2003, and has been Geographic Information System (GIS) committee chair for
the past five years. Ahmed’s achievement in bringing latest GIS technology and trends to the users from government organizations and his contributions to the Chapter’s annual GIS conference
are exemplary.
Ahmed holds Master’s degrees in Civil Engineering and Public Administration, and is currently
pursuing a third Master’s degree in GIS. Ahmed is a licensed professional engineer in California
and Florida and has a Professional GIS certification with the GIS Institute of America, IL. He has
presented several articles in various conferences with ESRI, Haestad Methods, and APWA. He
has co-authored a book titled “Manual of Practice GIS Implementation for Water and Wastewater
facilities” published by Water Environment Federation (WEF).
Ahmed is a Senior Civil Engineer/GIS specialist with the City of Downey. In 2007 Ahmed received “Special Achievement
Award in GIS” from ESRI. In 2008 APWA awarded the City “Project of the year” award in GIS. In the same year he also received another project achievement award from the Los Angeles Council of Engineers and Scientists.
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BUILDINGS
City of Signal Hill

Police Station and Emergency
Operations Center

Contact: Christine St. Marie at
cstmarie@cityofsignalhill.org
Designer: Charlie Honeycutt
Contractor: Kemp Brothers Construction
Cost: $ 18,000,000

The construction of the Signal Hill Police
Station and Emergency Operations Center is the most significant project the
City has undertaken since the construction of City Hall in the 1930's.
It took the efforts of several people and over 10 years to conceptualize,
plan, and construct a modern facility that was designed with sustainability as
a high priority and will serve the Signal Hill community now and in the future.
City of Newport Beach

Civic Center

Contact: Tara Finnigan at
tfinnagan@newportbeachca.gov
Designer: Bohlin Cywinski Jackson (BCJ)
Contractor: C.W. Driver
Cost: $ 135,000,000

The Newport Beach Civic Center was
completed in May 2013 and in addition
to a new City Hall, Council Chambers and Community Room, it also includes a 14 acre park, a 17,000 square foot addition to the central library,
and a 450 space parking structure.

The City incorporated sustainability initiatives into the Civic Center’s design
and designed the City Hall building to attain at least a LEED Silver rating
from the US Green Building Council.
City of Burbank

Northwest Library Seismic
Project

Contact: Stephanie Kandt at
skandt@burbankca.gov
Designer: Brandow & Johnston, La
Canada Design Group/SY Lee & Assoc.
Contractor: Courts Construction
Cost: $ 1,000,000

A Burbank Ordinance requires strengthening of buildings constructed before 1980 with concrete or masonry walls
and flexible diaphragms. The Northwest Library was retrofitted by increasing the anchorage between the roof system diaphragm and walls. The project was completed in June 2013, on schedule, with programs relocated to
other libraries to minimize impact to patrons. The project was on budget
and included energy efficient upgrades, and was partially funded by a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grant.

City of Santa Clarita

Old Town Newhall Library

Contact: Jeremy Hart at
jhart@lpainc.com
Designer: LPA, Inc.
Contractor: Tobo Construction, Inc.
Cost: $ 12,750,000

The Old Town Newhall Library is a 30,000
square foot branch library for the City of
Santa Clarita. Built to replace a much smaller library in Newhall, the new
library anchors the north end of a business district and becomes the first development within the area’s Specific Plan. Through multiple community outreach workshops, the library was designed to be a building that serves the
community while also representing the history and culture of the community.
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UCLA Capital Programs

Northwest Campus
Student Housing Infill

Contact: Jared Meyer at jmeyer@gafcon.com
Designer: Pfeiffer Partners in collaboration with both
Kieran Timberlake Assoc., SWA Group, & Gafcon
Contractor: PCL Construction and Swinerton
Cost: $ 225,000,000

The project added 1,525 beds
of additional student housing in four new residential buildings, helping to
fulfill UCLA’s unmet need for on-campus housing. The project included new
dining, meeting and recreation space. In addition, the project developed
Sproul Complex, a three-story structure that includes a 750-seat Dining
Commons, a 425-seat Multi-Purpose room, a 6,000 SF Fitness Center, and
other meeting and catering space totaling 110,000 SF.

CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE
City of Bellflower

Rights-of-Way to
Open Space

Contact: Deborah Chankin at
dchankin@bellflower.org
Consultants: AECom; Hartzog & Crabill; Lawrence R. Moss, Onward Engineering; AndersonPenna
Contractors: Alliance Streetworks; DMA
Greencare; Pima Corporation; Diversified
Landscape Management

The built-out City of Bellflower
nearly doubled its total open
space by constructing 3 major
facilities on transportation and
Cost: $ 8,733,973
utility property: The 2.4 mile Bellflower Bike Trail on unused METRO right-of-way in 2009; the 16-acre
Riverview Park including 12 acres of SCE right-of-way in 2012; and the 3
-acre Palm Street neighborhood park on Caltrans right-of-way in 2013.
Each required a lease instrument meeting federal and/or state funding
guidelines, while State legislation facilitated the SCE agreement.
City of Santa Ana

Jerome Park Joint-Use
Project

Contact: Mindy Ly at mly@santa-ana.org
Designer: Mullen & Associates Electrical
Contractor: Excel Paving Company
Cost: $ 1,000,000

The Jerome Park Joint-Use Project entailed increasing recreation opportunities for an underserved community through creative land sharing with
the adjacent school. The area served by Jerome Park is one of the densest areas in the City, with over 50,000 residents per square mile and only
0.29 acres of open space per 1,000 residents. The improvements include
security lighting, fence replacement, walkway repairs, black top parking
lot, striping, signage, ADA ramps, and new fencing along the City and
School boundary. In collaboration with the school district, the project delivered an additional acre of usable recreation space for after school use.

DRAINAGE, WATER, AND WASTEWATER
City of Covina

Citywide Sewer Replacement

Contact: Laura Lara at
llara@covinaca.gov
Designer: Willdan
Contractor: Vasilj
Cost: $ 4,500,000

Through a bond measure, the City of Covina has
recently completed the largest sewer pipe bursting
project for sewer pipe replacement in Southern California. The bursting
method saved the City approximately 50% of the estimated costs from traditional open trench methods to replace 28,600 linear feet of pipe, while minimizing the impacts to the public during construction.
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City of Murrieta

Guava Street Improvement
Project

Contact: Jeff Hitch at jhitch@murrieta.org
Designer: SB&O, Inc.
Contractor: Mamco, Inc. dba Alabbasi
Construction
Cost: $ 5,500,000

The Guava Street Improvement project
consisted of 1,700 feet of street improvements on Guava Street as well as
drainage improvements to a portion of a Riverside County Flood Control
District master drainage plan facility. The improvements consist of a major
classification, four lane roadway along with over 1,000 feet of triple 7-foot by
12-foot reinforced concrete box culvert. The project was necessary to prevent road closures due to flooding after routine storm events.
City of Los Angeles

Echo Park Lake
Rehabilitation Project

Contact: Leslie Wall at leslie.wall@lacity.org
Designer: Black and Veatch
Contractor: Ford E.C., Inc.
Cost: $ 45,000,000

The Echo Park Lake Restoration Project included numerous improvements
to clean the lake and enhance the surrounding 16-acre park in Los Angeles,
including the removal of 40,000 cubic yards of sediment, construction of
3,300 feet of concrete retaining walls, 2,000 feet of rip-rap and vegetated
slopes, 4-acres of treatment wetlands, recirculation and aeration facilities,
low flow storm water capture system, hydrodynamic separators, irrigation,
landscaping, lighting, boardwalks, educational signage, porous pavement
pathways, and vegetated swales. Upon completion, this project sustainably
improved a 769-acre watershed in the heart of Los Angeles and restored the
sparkle to a community jewel.
Los Angeles County Department of Public
Works

Morris Dam Water Supply
Enhancement Project

Contact: Jack Husted at
jhusted@dpw.lacounty.gov
Designer: Black and Veatch
Contractor: Griffith Company
Cost: $ 10,600,000

The project has modernized the iconic Morris Dam to provide long term safe
and reliable operations for this critical flood control and storm water capture
facility. The project included replacement or refurbishment of all valves, installation of new automated control system, new heavy duty penstock coatings, replacement of electrical, lighting, and communication systems, and
construction of a new control building. The $10.6 million construction project
received California Proposition 50 Grant funding of $5.1 million.

FACILITIES
City of Palmdale

Maintenance Center Yard
Expansion
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Contact: Lynn Glidden at
lglidden@cityofplamdale.org
Contractor: Webb Brothers Construction
Cost: $ 4.489,000

The Public Works Department has been
working on a Maintenance Center Master Plan Facility expansion plan for
several years. Phase 1 of the design build project included the following:
a +/-20,000 square foot steel warehouse building; a 8,400 square foot
wood framed Administration Building; removal of existing modular buildings; underground utilities including fire line with three hydrants; electrical
and fiber line; site improvements; and removal of approximately 50 cargo
containers.
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County of San Bernardino

High Desert Government
Center Public Safety
Operations Center

Contact: Carl R. Alban at
calban@ae.sbcounty.gov
Designer: Griffin Structures, Inc.
Contractor: McCarthy Building Companies
Cost: $ 16,700,000

As the largest landmass county in the United States with three significant
seismological faults and divided by a mountain range, the County of San Bernardino determined it was critical to have a new Public Safety Operations
Center (PSOC) facility. Housed in the County’s High Desert Government
Center that is located within the city of Hesperia’s Civic Center, the 30,000SF PSOC offers its residents and essential services staff continued, uninterrupted communications and operability during a disaster.

RECREATION AND ATHLETIC FACILITIES
City of Santa Monica

The Tongva Park & Ken
Genser Square Project

Contact: Jean Bellman at
jean.bellman@smgov.net
Designer: James Corner Field Operations
Contractor: W.E. O'Neil Construction Co. of CA
Cost: $ 42,300,000

The Tongva Park and Ken Genser
Square project transformed 7.4 acres of industrial land to reintegrate City
Hall with the community. There are 283 trees, public art, a playground
and fountains (with recirculated water) which lead to the iconic overlooks custom steel structures weighing a combined 51,000 pounds. Swales filter urban runoff. Public restrooms carved in a hillside blend into the
greenery. The total project cost was $42.3 million, $7 million under
budget.
City of Pico Rivera

Rivera Park Renovation
Project

Contact: Maria Carillo at
mcarillo@pico-rivera.org
Designer: Hirsch and Associates
Contractor: Land Forms Construction (LFC)
Cost: $ 6,700,000

The Rivera Park renovation modernizes an over 55 year old park incorporating the latest innovation in park
design featuring five state-of-the-art baseball fields with sports lighting, two
batting cages, commercial grade concession kitchen and food court, community center, gymnasium, universally accessible playground, group picnic
and individual picnic areas, water efficient smart irrigation system, and an
environmentally friendly subterranean storm water retention system. These
improvements allow the City to meet the growing needs of the community.
City of Fullerton

Community Center

Contact: Alice Loya at
alicel@ci.fullerton.ca.us
Designer: Griffin Structures
Contractor: Swinerton Builders
Cost: $ 26,000,000

A true multi-generational facility with three
wings: the recreation wing includes a double gymnasium, a natatorium housing a six-lane, 25-yard indoor pool, fitness and locker rooms. The community services wing consists of the senior club, offices, classrooms, a multi-purpose meeting room with fullservice kitchen, billiards and arts and crafts rooms and senior lounge/
library. The Boys & Girls Club wing includes a multi-purpose game room,
arts and crafts room, technology/homework center and teen lounge.
13
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City of Anaheim

Anaheim Convention Center Grand Plaza

Contact: Robert Luciano at
rluciano@anaheim.net
Designer: KOA Corporation
Contractor: Environmental Construction, Inc.
Cost: $ 20,000,000

The City of Anaheim redeveloped
an existing vehicular roadway into a plaza that connects the adjacent hotels and Convention Center into a wonderful year-round pedestrian experience. The 100,000 square foot Grand Plaza space was engineered for a
variety of events, out-door conventions and public space. The area is enhanced by relaxing fountains, landscaping, hundreds of trees and spectacular lighting. The project was a public-private partnership between the
City of Anaheim, Visitors & Convention Bureau, and Resort District Hotels.
Port of Los Angeles

San Pedro Waterfront Enhancements: Southern Pacific Slip

Contact: Marlys White / Chris Grossi
at lwash@portla.org
Designer: EDAW/AECOM
Contractor: Sully-Miller Contracting
Cost: $ 6,200,000

This project is part of the waterfront improvement initiative which dedicates
public access and improvements to the waterfront from the Vincent Thomas
Bridge to the Southern tip of the Port of Los Angeles. This is an exciting
move forward on another facet of the historic LA Waterfront revitalization
effort. Construction was recently completed on the Southern Pacific Slip/
Ghost Fish project, just south of Ports O’ Call in San Pedro. The project creates a new public plaza featuring an iconic “Ghost Fish” sculpture -- the latest in a series of public art displays at the Port.

STORMWATER QUALITY
City of Manhattan Beach

Greenbelt Low Flow Infiltration
Project

Contact: Michael Guerrero at
mguerrero@citymb.info
Designer: City of Manhattan Beach
Contractor: Blois Construction
Cost: $ 729,110

The Greenbelt Low Flow Infiltration Project utilizes an existing linear greenbelt parkway which runs through the City
to intercept and infiltrate dry weather and wet weather low flows from the existing storm drain system. Prior to the project, low flows were discharged at
an existing storm drain outfall located adjacent to the beach. To the extent
that low flow runoff is now infiltrated, 100% bacteria load reduction has been
achieved for the volume of flow infiltrated.

City of Santa Monica

Ocean Park Boulevard Complete Green Street Project

Contact: Angela Vonslomski at
angela.vonslomski@smgov.net
Designer: Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.
Contractor: PALP, Inc. dba Excel Paving
Company
Cost: $ 3,559,872

The Ocean Park Boulevard Complete
Green Street Project improves the
character and functionality of the street for all users by introducing streetscape enhancements like wider sidewalks, colored concrete sidewalks, new
pavement, wider and more visible bike lanes, new tree species, median and
parkway landscaping, new and enhanced crosswalks, pedestrian lighting
and street furniture. The project also provides water quality improvements
by installing landscaped biofilter swales and infiltration chambers.
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City of Huntington Beach

Central Park - Slater Parking Lot
Rehabilitation

Contact: Todd Broussard at
tbroussard@surfcity-hb.org
Designer: PACE
Contractor: GMC Engineering, Inc.
Cost: $ 300,000

The Slater Parking Lot, which serves Central
Park, was in dire need of rehabilitation. Settlement and deterioration of the
asphalt left the parking lot prone to flooding and subject to closure during
most rain events, reducing accessibility to Central Park. The project altered
drainage patterns, routing runoff to a vegetated bio-swale for treatment prior
to entering Talbert Lake. The project provided environmental benefits in this
highly utilized area by the public.
City of Los Angeles

Santa Monica Bay Low Flow
Diversion Upgrades

Contact: Leslie Wall at
leslie.wall@lacity.org
Designer: ARCADIS-US
Contractor: Blois Construction, Inc.
Cost: $ 12,925,880

The Santa Monica Low Flow Diversions (LFD) projects improve the water quality by eliminating pollutants
from dry weather urban runoff that flows into the Santa Monica Bay and
meeting the State adopted Bacterial Total Maximum Daily Loads
(TMDLs) requirements. The LFDs divert dry weather storm drain flows
to the sanitary sewer to be treated at the Hyperion Treatment Plant.
Upgrades to the LFDs included increased capacity for larger flows, installation of an emergency generator for full backup during power outages, redundant pump system, and automated controls capability.
Orange County Great Park Corporation

Orange County Great Park South
Lawn Stormwater Reuse Project

Contact: Thomas Sweet at
tom.sweet@urs.com
Designer: URS Corporation
Contractor: MCK, USS Cal Builders
Cost: $ 15,000,000

The Orange County Great Park Corporation/City of Irvine is implementing a Water Management Plan to capture
stormwater from 5,550 acres of contributing watersheds, treat and reuse it
for Park irrigation. In recently-completed Phase 1, onsite runoff from 150
acres is stored in six open-water ponds at the Park’s 30-acre South Lawn
soccer complex supplying approximately 55 % of irrigation needs. The
WMP reduces water demand and costs, provides compliance with municipal stormwater regulations, and reduces discharge of relatively untreated
runoff to Newport Bay.

TRAFFIC, MOBILITY AND BEAUTIFICATION
City of Culver City

Jefferson Boulevard Pedestrian
& Bicycle Access Improvements
Project at Hetzler Road

Contact: Hong Wang at
hong.wang@culvercity.org
Designer: KOA
Contractor: Griffith Company
Cost: $ 750,000

The project, which involved close coordination and collaboration with the
California State Parks and Baldwin Hills Conservancy (major funder), improved safety, increased accessibility and beautified this area of busy Jefferson Boulevard near the Baldwin Hills State Park Scenic Overlook. Constructed elements of the project included a new traffic signal, high visibility
crosswalk and curb extensions; raised landscaped median islands and new
sidewalks; the restriping of Jefferson Boulevard to include bicycle lanes;
and construction of a permeable parking lot.
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City of Santa Monica

Advanced Traffic Management
System

Contact: Angela VonSlomski at
angela.vonslomski@smgov.net
Designer: Iteris
Contractor: Dynalectric Corporation
Cost: $ 1,400,000

Combining enhanced traffic control and
high speed internet connection was the result of the City of Santa Monica’s
Advanced Traffic Management System. A $1,400,000 Metro grant was
used to install the system providing buses extra green time when behind
schedule. The City, realizing the added benefit of installing fiber optic cable,
began offering high speed internet to residents and businesses. As a result,
the City has a traffic system providing real-time communication and high
speed internet connections for residents and commercial establishments.
City of Anaheim

Anaheim Canyon Pedestrian
Improvement Project

Contact: Sandip Budhia at
sbudhia@anaheim.net
Designer: Bureau Veritas
Contractor: GMC Engineering, Inc.
Cost: $ 3,500,000

The Anaheim Canyon Pedestrian
Improvement Project created an urban greening and safe pedestrian
network between the newly constructed Metrolink Commuter Rail Station, Kaiser Permanente medical campus, and the Anaheim Canyon
Business District – Orange County’s manufacturing powerhouse. The
result is improved safety, accessibility, and mobility for the more than
40,000 people employed within four square miles, and residents living
in nearby work/live lofts and condominiums.
Los Angeles County of Public Works

Los Angeles County Traffic
Signal Synchronization
Program (TSSP)

Contact: Jane White at jwhite@dpw.lacounty.gov
Designer: KOA Corporation, Advantec Consulting
Engineers, VA Consulting, Kimley-Horn and Associates, RBF Consulting, Lin Consulting, and Transportation & Energy Solutions.
Contractor: California Professional Engineering,
Inc., Steiny and Company, Inc., Sully-Miller Contracting Co., CT&F Inc., and Unique Performance
Construction.
Cost: $ 12,894,000

In an effort to improve mobility on
local highways and streets, the Los
Angeles County Public Works Department (Public Works) adopted an
innovative Countywide Traffic Signal Synchronization Program (TSSP). These
projects upgrade traffic signals along arterial routes of regional significance to
current traffic codes and standards, and implement coordination timing for improved traffic flow efficiency. The ultimate goal of the program is to have all of
the County’s major arterials synchronized.

TRANSPORTATION
City of La Cañada Flintridge

Replacement of Jessen Drive
Bridge Over Earle Canyon

Contact: Emma Sorto at
esorto@koacorp.com
Designer: KOA Corporation
Contractor: John S. Meek Co., Inc.
Cost: $ 1,284,333

The City of La Canada Flintridge constructed a new concrete girder bridge on Jessen Drive over Earl Canyon.
The bridge, a vital connector between residential areas, and adjacent to the
Palm Crest Elementary School, replaced an aging 1930’s vintage wooden
trestle bridge. The new bridge has a width of 40 feet to accommodate two
traffic lanes and a pedestrian walkway. The increased span of 70 feet restores the Halls Canyon channel to its original section.
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City of Pico Rivera

Passons Boulevard
Underpass Project

Contact: Maria Carillo at mcarillo@pico-rivera.org
Designer: HDR Engineering
Contractor: Brutoco Engineering and Construction
Cost: $ 42,500,000

Construction of the Passons
Boulevard Underpass Project improves safety and traffic flow on streets
along the LOSSAN corridor, the second busiest passenger rail system in the
nation with an eye toward aesthetics. Lowering Passons Boulevard beneath
the existing railroad tracks separates motorists from train traffic and features
an environmentally sensitive design including storm water retention into soil
vs. typical runoff. Project benefits include improved safety, enhanced air
quality, less traffic congestion and improved traffic circulation.
City of Moreno Valley

Cactus Avenue/Nason Street
Improvement Project

Contact: Guy Pegan at
guyp@moval.org
Designer: RBF Consulting
Contractor: Sully-Miller Contracting Company
Cost: $ 23,000,000

This approximately two mile street
widening and missing gap closure project with new sidewalks, curb ramps,
Class 2/Class 3 bikeways, no irrigation and drought-tolerant landscaped median and flood control improvements have significantly enhanced traffic flow,
pedestrian walkability, bicycle access mobility, and reduced the fire and police departments’ response time, besides improving ambulance travel time
to the adjacent Riverside County trauma hospital. The project was completed two months ahead of schedule with over $2M in savings.
Long Beach Airport/City of Long Beach

New Passenger Concourse at
Long Beach Airport

Contact: Natasha DeBenon at
natasha.debenon@arcadis-us.com
Designer: ARCADIS-US / Parsons
Brinckerhoff
Contractor: Soltek Pacific
Cost: $ 27,700,000

Long Beach Airport (LGB), a department
of the City of Long Beach, serves over 3
million passengers annually and is ranked 70 out of 560 U.S. Commercial
Service Airports. LGB’s new passenger concourse project involved replacing
temporary holdroom buildings with a new passenger concourse and concession space, state-of-the-art consolidated screening checkpoint, a “Meet and
Greet” plaza and a baggage makeup structure.

19

TRANSPORTATION
Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority

Orange Line Extension

Contact: Ann Derse at
aderse@willdan.com
Designer: Willdan
Contractor: Brutoco Engineering and Construction
Cost: $ 154,000,000

Due to the success of the Orange
Line, a 14 mile dedicated bus way in the western San Fernando Valley,
LACMTA decided to extend it north four miles from the Canoga Station to the
Chatsworth Amtrak/Metrolink station. The resulting extension offers improvements to north-south mobility by connecting activity centers along the corridor
and providing the option to connect to Amtrak and Metrolink at its northern
terminus and the Red Line at its eastern terminus.

BEST Awards Luncheon Photos are available to download
20
20 free of charge at http://www.flickr.com/photos/47026369@N05/
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ADVOCACY UPDATE
JAMES A. BIERY P.E. l PW DIRECTOR l BUENA PARK

On Sunday, October 13, the Governor concluded actions on bills from the first year of
the 2013-14 legislative session. This year
seemed to end more smoothly than most,
with the legislature adjourning nearly a full day early and the
Governor releasing the last signature and veto announcement hours before his deadline. That is rarely seen.
Below is a list of bills and issues that public works professionals have been following this year. As noted, some
made it all the way to the Governor, while others were held
for consideration next year.
SB 7 Prohibits a charter city from receiving or using state
funding or financial assistance for a construction project if
the city has a voter-approved charter provision or ordinance
that authorizes a contractor to not comply with state prevailing wage requirements on local construction projects funded
by (non-state) city funds. In essence, the bill seeks to compel charter cities to require prevailing wages on projects
they construct with local funds on local projects by withholding all state contracting funds from non-compliant cities. This bill was signed by the Governor on Sunday, October 13, 2013.
SCA 4 and SCA 8 (Special tax for transportation), SCA 9
(Special tax for local community and economic development), and ACA 8 (Infrastructure Bonds): These bills would
lower the voter threshold for the stated purposes and could
create more Public Works funds. ACA 8 was the only of the
four to pass out the house of origin, and is therefore the furthest in the process. These bills are expected to get more
attention next year as the deadline to add initiatives to the
2014 ballot approaches in the summer months. It is important to note that because these are proposed constitutional
amendments, they are not constrained by the same deadlines as regular session bills.
Cap and Trade Auction Revenues: As mentioned in the last
update, all bills that appropriated Cap and Trade funds were
held after no funding was included in the budget deal. However, active discussions with the Governor’s administration
and legislature continue. The next big step to watch will be
the Governor’s January Budget Proposal. The Transportation Coalition for Livable Communities continues to recruit
coalition members in preparation for next year, and more
information can be found on their website.
AB 612: Requires that change intervals for yellow lights be
lengthened by one second whenever an automated enforcement system is in use. This bill was held and the California
Traffic Control Devices Committee (CTCDC) was asked to
discuss whether the change was warranted. The CTCDC
formed a subcommittee that has been meeting, and will discuss the subcommittees recommendations at the next
22 meeting in early 2014.

AB 719: Upon request by a local government, this bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to order electrical corporations to submit a tariff to be used, at the discretion of
the local government, to fund energy efficient street light
poles. This bill was signed by the Governor on October 7,
2013.
AB 755: The bill required that a project study report that will
be included in an RTIP, the ITIP, or the SHOPP include a
document that shows that the need for a suicide barrier was
considered. The California Transportation Commission is
tasked with deciding what documentation meets the criteria
of the bill. This bill was signed by the Governor on October
5, 2013.
SB 254: This bill establishes the Used Mattress Recovery
and Recycling Act (Act), a manufacturer and retailer
stewardship program, which recovers and recycles used
mattresses. SB 254 ensures that local governments are
provided with a mechanism for the recovery of illegally
disposed used mattress that is funded at no additional
charge to local government. The bill was signed by the
Governor on September 27, 2013.
SB 99: Originally part of the Governor’s January Budget
Proposal, this bill creates the Active Transportation Program
by combining funding from the federal Transportation Alternative Program, Bicycle Transportation Account, the Safe
Routes to Schools Program, and the recreational trails program. Program funding will be divided between the state
and regions subject to guidelines that will be adopted by the
CTC. SB 99 includes language to allow ATP to receive
funding from Cap-and-Trade revenues in the future. This
bill was signed by the Governor on September 26, 2013.
Jim Biery is a Past President of the SoCal Chapter of APWA
and chairs the Legislative Advocacy Committee. He is
available at (714) 562-3672 and jbiery@buenapark.com.

2010 CONGRESS
LEGISLATION
AND REGULATION
NEW DEFINITION FOR “WATERS OF THE U.S.” EXPECTED
JULIA ANASTASIO l DIRECTOR OF SUSTAINABILITY l APWA

Over the past decade, Supreme Court rulings have caused
confusion about which streams and wetlands are protected
from pollution and development under the Clean Water
Act. As a result, members of Congress, state and local officials, industry, agriculture, environmental groups, and the
public asked EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers to clarify jurisdiction of the Clean Water Act.

• The rule expressly claims jurisdiction over
desert areas in the arid West that are wet
only during infrequent rainfall events;

In response, EPA and the Corps developed a guidance
document for field staff to use when making jurisdictional
decisions. The guidance document created additional confusion and stakeholders called on EPA to withdraw the guidance document and proceed with the development of a rule.

• The rule establishes jurisdiction over wetlands or waters
based on location within riparian or floodplain areas, but
does not limit the concept of “floodplain” and instead leaves
it to the agencies’ “best professional judgment” to determine
the flood interval (e.g., 2-, 10-, 100- or 1,000-year floodplain)
to be considered; and

Late in 2013, EPA and the Corps pulled the guidance document from review by the White House Office of Management and Budget and began preparing a draft rule to clarify
federal Clean Water Act jurisdiction. EPA and the Corps
maintain that the new rule takes into account the more narrow reading of the Clean Water Act jurisdiction established
by the Supreme Court in the Rapanos decision.
In briefings with EPA officials, the new rule will only include
the protection of the same waters that have historically been
covered under the Act for the past 40 years – “in fact, it will
be a smaller set of waters than before the Supreme Court
decision.” In addition EPA maintains the proposed rule will
not alter existing statutory or regulatory exemptions or exclusions included in the CWA, including those that apply to
the agricultural sector and wastewater treatment
ponds. The rule would apply to all CWA programs.

• The rule defines ditches as jurisdictional tributaries, and
other man-made conveyances that drain or connect would
also likely qualify as tributaries (e.g., agricultural, roadside,
irrigation and stormwater ditches);

• The rule establishes jurisdiction over “other waters” that
are not considered tributaries or adjacent based on aggregation of those waters within a “single landscape unit,”
which is undefined.
It is not clear when the rule will be released by the Office of
Management and Budget for publication but agency officials
are pushing to see that the proposed rule is released earlier
in 2014. The proposed rule will be controversial and it will
likely impact public works activities and operations. Once
the rule is released, Federal Affairs staff along with the
APWA Water Resources Management Committee will develop a strategy for APWA and its members. Individuals
with questions are encouraged to contact Julia Anastasio,
Director of Sustainability, at janastasio@apwa.net.

According to agency officials the proposed rule is limited to
clarifying current uncertainty concerning the jurisdiction of
the CWA that has arisen as an outgrowth of recent Supreme
Court decisions. The rule is focused on clarifying protection
of the network of smaller waters that feed into larger ones,
to keep downstream water safe from upstream pollutants.
The agencies are also clarifying protection for wetlands that
filter and trap pollution, store water, and help keep communities safe from floods.
A copy of the draft proposed rule was obtained by the press
and has been made publicly available. According to some
who have reviewed the draft proposal conclude:
• The draft rule would regulate ditches as “tributaries” and all
waters and wetlands within floodplains. The draft rule’s
broad definition of “waters of the US” will have far-reaching
consequences on the regulated public and the economy.
The rule provides a broad definition of tributaries, allowing
for regulation of anything with flow (including ditches), regardless of frequency or duration of flow;
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and accounts for returning clients who have maintained a
working relationship with PENCO over the last 25 years.
PENCO’s staff is particularly active within the community in
professional associations, charities, and church organizations, which PENCO both encourages and supports.

PENCO Engineering Celebrates
25th Anniversary
President George A. Jurica reflected on PENCO Engineering’s remarkable journey upon the celebration of their 25th
Anniversary. George noted that PENCO’s accomplishments
have come about because of the opportunities and trust that
their clients have afforded them. Beginning in 1988, their
first three major projects were Mickey’s Toontown for Disneyland; Spectrum 4 grading for the Irvine Company; and
Hyde Park Drain for the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Works (LADPW). Since then, their client base has
significantly expanded, providing PENCO with new opportunities and continued repeat business.
George identifies PENCO’s employees as the key reason
for their success. Quality of work and dedication to excellence in service to their clients has created the backbone of
their corporate growth and success during the past 25 years

Paragon Partners Celebrates
20th Anniversary & Welcomes
Industry Professionals
th

In celebration of its 20 anniversary, Paragon Partners Ltd. completed a corporate
rebranding featuring a new logo and new
website. The firm’s new logo symbolizes its success at delivering the right of way and real estate needed by public
agencies and private companies for major transportation,
energy, public infrastructure, telecommunications and energy projects. The new website communicates Paragon
Partners’ commitment and industry wide recognition for Advancing the Industry through responsive client service and
high quality work.
“When we founded Paragon Partners in 1993, we carefully
chose ‘Paragon’ for our name to demonstrate our constant
pursuit of ‘a pattern of excellence’ in client service,” noted
Neilia LaValle, president and CEO of Paragon Partners.
“Twenty years later, I am very proud of the reputation we
have earned by remaining steadfast in this guiding principle. By aligning our services with client business objectives
and being innovative in resolving challenges, our team has
set new standards that others strive to achieve.”
“In celebrating our 20th anniversary, we are grateful for our
talented employees, forward-thinking clients, and business
partners,” said Joel Sewell, executive vice president and
COO of Paragon Partners. “We are excited about the opportunities that lie ahead, and continually improving
24
our processes, work products, knowledge, and use

Additionally, PENCO has been a major contributor in many
public and private projects throughout Southern California
including:
 California Adventure
 Various Irvine Ranch Projects
 Port of Long Beach Street Rehabilitation and Pier “B”
 Trade Tech College Design-Build Project
 LA Unified School District Valley Region #4 HS
 Riverside County Regional Medical Center
 Jeffrey Road and Portola Parkway Infrastructure
 Norco Ranch Community Development Project
 Various Road and Drainage Project for LADPW
 Platinum Triangle Development
PENCO is proud to be part of this great industry that creates
a better life for all of our citizens, whether it is a road that
takes them to work; a clean waterway that creates a safe
environment for our families; a park in which they play; or a
development community in which they live, shop, and work.
of technology to resolve land rights issues
throughout North America.”
Kent Jorgensen, Georgia Marquis and
Jackie Martinez have joined the Paragon
Partners from California Property Specialists, Inc. Jorgensen is Paragon Partners’
new Vice President, Marketing and Business Development, Marquis is Director of
Acquisition & Relocation Services and Martinez is Project
Coordinator.
Jorgensen brings over 26 years of business development & project management
experience. He is particularly successful
at working across organizational boundaries to formulate strategic and innovative
solutions to right of way and real estate
challenges. Jorgensen is a licensed California Real Estate Broker and has attained
the SR/WA and R/W-RAC designations
from the International Right of Way Association.
Marquis co-founded CPSI with Jorgensen
in 2005 and has over 23 years of industry
experience. She is a seasoned project
manager and skillfully resolves complex
acquisition, relocation, and property management issues for public and private sector clients. Martinez, supporting Jorgensen
& Marquis since 2008, is essential in coordinating project details from proposals to project completion.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Carl Hassel Named Monrovia DPW
Carl E. Hassel, P.E. has been named Director of Public Works for the City of Monrovia. Mr. Hassel has over 22 years of
experience in civil engineering and public
works and has spent the last six years as
the Assistant Director of Public Works and
City Engineer in the City of Azusa.
Hassel's career focus has been on service to the community and building projects. His expertise lies in major and
complicated economic development projects and the facilities work that goes along with them. He also is an expert
in dealing with the Metro Gold Line Foothill Construction
Authority, having successfully competed for a $5 million
Metro grant for Azusa to improve the overall traffic signals
and transportation systems, and managing Gold Line improvements similar to the construction underway in Monrovia.
Prior to his work in the City of Azusa, he has 16 years' experience working as a private consultant for firms in Southern California. Mr. Hassel is a Registered Professional
Civil Engineer in the State of California. He received a
Bachelor's of Science in Civil Engineering from California
State Polytechnic University, Pomona, in 1991 and is currently pursuing a Masters in Public Administration (MPA)
from the University of La Verne. He is a member of the
American Public Works Association and is the past-chair
for the Technical Advisory Committee for the San Gabriel
Valley Council of Governments.

14Q2

Ara Maloyan Appointed Long Beach DPW
Ara Maloyan has been appointed Director of Public Works
of the City of Long Beach. Mr. Maloyan has 30 years of
professional experience in the field of Civil Engineering,
and most recently served as the City of Long Beach Acting
Director of Public Works/City Engineer. Mr. Maloyan was
hired by the city in 2012 as Deputy Director Public Works/
City Engineer. Previously he was the Beverly Hills City
Engineer, where he also held a variety of engineering positions for 23 years. Mr. Maloyan earlier worked for five
years for the City of LA Department of Public Works.
"Ara Maloyan will bring a depth of experience to this position," said Pat West, City Manager. "He has demonstrated
the ability to manage a complex set of responsibilities and
provide excellent service to the community in a variety of
critical areas, including transportation, infrastructure and
sustainability."Mr. Maloyan holds a bachelor's degree in
Civil / Structural Engineering from CSULA, and recently
earned his Construction Management Certificate from
UCLA. He is a CA Registered PE and a member of the
American Public Works Association, ASCE and the Concrete Reinforced Steel Institute.

14Q1
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PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT MANAGEMENT #12—A Continuing Series
TONY ANTICH P.E., P.M.P. l PRINCIPAL l CITY ENGINEERING

RISK MANAGEMENT
PLANNING – Part 2
Uncertainty is a lack of knowledge about
an event that reduces confidence in the
final product. To reduce this uncertainty, the project manager should try to
analyze potential risks by determining: the probability that
the risk will occur; the range of possible outcomes (impact
or amount at stake); and the level of tolerance for each risk
(what is acceptable, and what is not?).
It is not possible to address every single risk that might occur during a project. However, it is the Project Manager's
responsibility to determine which risks are important enough
to manage. This is done through risk analysis.
There are two types of risk analysis. The first, qualitative
risk analysis is the process of prioritizing risks for subsequent further analysis or action by assessing and combining
their probability of occurrence and impact. This is a subjective analysis and does not require a detailed numerical
analysis.
To begin, the Project Manager should determine how severe the impact of each risk identified would be. Risks can
be grouped in terms of high, medium, or low impact on the
project. Then each risk should be revisited, and the project
manager’s team should determine how likely that risk is to
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occur (high, medium, or low likelihood of occurring). This
helps to categorize risks from “high impact and high likelihood of occurring” to risks that are “low impact and low likelihood of occurring”.
When the qualitative analysis has been completed, the project manager should ensure that all high risks are included
in the Risk Management Plan. Medium risks are included in
the plan if appropriate, based on a risk-by-risk analysis.
Low-level risks can typically be left unaddressed.
The second type of analysis, quantitative risk analysis is the
process of numerically analyzing the effect on overall project
objectives of identified risks. This type of analysis is not
required for all projects, but is typically used for the larger
and more complex projects that have high levels of risk.
The quantitative analysis is performed to determine the:
probability of achieving the project objectives; quantify the
effect of the risk on the overall project objective; and prioritize the risk based on significance to overall project risk.
The following are some of the elements necessary to perform a quantitative analysis: project scope statement; Project Management Plan (including the schedule and cost
management plans); any study done and/or information collected about projects of a similar nature; risk categories; risk
timing and schedule; budget; probability and impact matrix.
You may or may not have heard the term called Risk Regis(Continued on page 27)

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

(Continued from page 26)

ter (See chart example on page 26). This has the categories
and priority resulting from the qualitative risk analysis. The
contents of the Risk Register may vary widely, but typically
include at least the following: a description of the risk; the impact should this event actually occur; the probability of its occurrence; a summary of the planned response should the
event occur; a summary of the actions taken in advance to
reduce the probability and/or impact of the event; a ranking of
each risk that clearly identifies those risks of highest priority.

14Q1
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PUBLIC WORKS INSTITUTE MODULE 4 CONDUCTED IN OCTOBER
TONY ANTICH P.E., P.M.P. l PRESIDENT ELECT l CHAPTER EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Seventeen public works professionals received educational
training at the Public Works Institute Module-4 held on October 22 to 24 in Downey.
The Public Works Institute, conducted by the Southern California Chapter, is a one of a kind learning opportunity provided in four modules, each three days long. This training is
very important to anyone planning a career in
public works or preparing for a promotion, and
it is transferable to other governmental agencies. It is a worthwhile investment in your developing employees. After completing all four
modules, APWA National awards students an
impressive mounted certificate.
“It was a blast and I learned so much that I can
use at work and help me promote.” This year
we congratulate five professionals who completed all four modules and graduated from
this program:
 Michael Behen, City of Palmdale
 Frank Victoria, City of Beverly Hills
 Kurt Wiemann, City of Santa Ana
 Jason Watterson, City of Big Bear Lake
 Jared Cheek, City of Big Bear Lake
The other professionals who attended and are
still earning their way towards graduation were:
 Ahmad Ansari, City of Moreno Valley
 Al Moreno, City of Bell Gardens
 Ann Crafton, Orange County
 Brian D'Amour, City of Santa Barbara
 Devin Starnes, City of Santa Monica
 Jason Gabriel, City of Santa Ana
 Joe Maldonado, City of Los Angeles







John Lujan, City of Bell Gardens
Kenny Nguyen, City of Santa Ana
Kerry Breyer, City of Santa Clarita
M. Kris Markarian, City of Santa Clarita
Mahsima Mohammadi, Cal Poly Pomona

Module 4 included Advance Public Works Management. A
variety of topics were covered including people skills, maintenance Management Systems, Information and Records
Management, Employee Relations, Motivating/Inspiring Employees, Ethics, Creating Partnerships, Media and Promoting DPW, Community Diversity and Service, Process Skills,
Council Relations, Municipal Planning and Urban Development, Budgeting Process, Citizen Relations., Workplace
Safety, Managing Workplace Stress.
This year we included a lively panel discussion which included distinguished members of the public works leadership:
 Gail Farber, Director of Public Works, Los Angeles
County
 Khalid Bazmi, Orange County Road Department,
 Bonnie Teaford, Director of Public Works, City of Burbank
 Glen Kau, Director of Public Works, Compton.
The Public Works Institute/Education committee members
are Tony Antich, Paul Choy, Jeff Cooper, Beverly Jones,
Pamela Manning, and Reuben Tolentino.
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President Bonnie Teaford and LA County DPW Gail
Farber take questions from eager PWI students.

Visit http://southernca.apwa.net for upcoming education programs and events.

EDUCATION EVENTS

ATKINS LUNCH-N-LEARN OPPORTUNITIES: ADA COMPLIANCE AND CASp
RACHEL SHEPHERD l SENIOR PROPOSAL COORDINATOR l ATKINS

Atkins has an Educational Luncheon Presentation Program
offered by our in-house Certified Access Specialist (CASp).
This presentation provides a brief overview for what is required of public entities for compliance with the American
with Disabilities Act (ADA) regarding Self-Evaluation and
Transition Plans, new items now included in the ADA that
previously were not required to be compliant, updates to the
New Construction and Alterations for Title II entities, and a
preview of the Public Right-of-Way Guidelines that are soon
to be adopted as Standards. It also includes how local municipalities are affected by SB 1608 and 1186 and the Certified Access Specialist Program.

available for attending architects to help meet the State of
California license renewal requirements.
To schedule a lunch-n-learn or obtain our schedule for
training sessions, please call 858.462.1079. Group sessions for municipalities are complimentary, modest fee for
others, and the presentations can be adapted to include
specific items that suit your municipality.

Atkins offers an additional presentation highlighting some of
the major changes to the upcoming 2013 California Building
Code (CBC) for 11B - Accessibility to Public Buildings, Public Accommodations, Commercial Buildings and Public
Housing. If you are not aware, Chapter 11B of the CBC
code has been revised, including numbering and formatting. This is a great way to get familiar with the revisions and
some of the highlighted changes.
Who should attend? Building Officials, City Engineers,
Planners, Plancheckers, Inspectors, and City/County employees interested in becoming a Certified Access Specialist, or that want to learn the code changes and access requirement impacts in the upcoming code. CEU credit is
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CHAPTER DELEGATE’S REPORT
SHANAWAZ AHMAD l SA ASSOCIATES l SOCAL CHAPTER DELEGATE

APWA has created a Task Force on
Refocus of the House of Delegates.
The intent is to revitalize the House
by providing a stronger leadership
role and serving in an advisory capacity to the Board and Executive
Director. The Task Force is comprised of representatives from each
of the nine regions. I represent our
own Region VIII. The Chair is Immediate Past President Elizabeth Treadway.
The House of Delegates will be renamed the Council of
Chapters. The Council will serve as consultants to Chapters
in support of member engagement and growth. Chapters
coaching chapters to address their overall goals for membership development and service is a key role for the Council of Chapters.
Each of the 63 Chapters will have one Delegate to the
Council and may have a designated Alternate Delegate to
serve in the absence of the Delegate or alongside the Delegate, as appropriate for each Chapter. The Delegate will
serve a two year term and be eligible for up to three terms
(recommended maximum of six years). However, six years
of service is considered a best practice. It is recognized that
this may not serve the interests and needs of all chapters.
A limit to terms of service is the decision of the individual
chapter.
The Council Delegate will serve various roles in support of
the mission of APWA with a focus on (1) to advise the Board
of Directors, the Executive Director, and staff on issues of
importance in the achievement of the strategic goals of the

In Memoriam
Bill Glickman
Past President Bill Glickman passed
away peacefully on Tuesday October 22, 2013 in Phoenix, AZ. Bill
was born on March 28, 1934. He
graduated with his degree in Civil
Engineering from UCLA in 1955.
He married his sweetheart Shirley in
February, 1955.
Bill was a dedicated public servant until he retired from the
City of El Segundo in April 1989. He then formed his own
Civil Engineering Consulting Firm, WM Glickman & Associ30

Association (2) the effective operation of Chapters to serve
members, (3) the communication between their home Chapter and the APWA organization, and (4) the communication
between Chapters to mentor, advise, coach, and assist all
Chapters in working towards the achievement of Best Practices.
The Council will be organized utilizing (1) Steering Committees, (2) Standing Committees of the Council, (3) Ad Hoc
Committees of the Council, (4) Liaisons to Technical Committees and other such units as recommended by the Council to ensure effective achievement of its mission, and (5)
Advisor(s) from the Board of Directors.
The Steering Committee will serve (1) to coordinate Delegate assignments on Committees, (2) to coordinate with the
Executive Director topics for Ad Hoc assignment, (3) to coordinate with the Executive Director on the development of
the agendas for the full meetings of the Council, (4) to coordinate with the Board of Directors liaison (current serving
President-Elect), and (5) to coordinate with Board Policy
Advisors to the Council (Advisors to the Council appointed
by the President of APWA as needed).
The full Council will meet twice annually, starting at the 2014
Congress in Toronto, approximately six months apart with
one of those meetings held during APWA's annual Congress. The winter meeting of the Council (approximately
January or February time frame) may be scheduled to coincide with the winter meeting of the Board of Directors, beginning in 2015, to coordinate assignments, provide input
into Association priorities for the coming year, and allow for
additional coordination with staff who work with various
Committees of the Council.

ates. He served as interim Public Works Director for many
Cities in Southern California. He retired from his vocation in
1996 and enjoyed his retirement years in Phoenix, Arizona.
Bill served as President of Southern California Chapter of
APWA in 1986, and was active in several Civil Engineering
professional organizations in Southern California, such as
the Los Angeles City and County Engineers Association. He was past president of the El Segundo Kiwanis Club
and Chairman of the Board of Directors of Temple Rodeph
Shalom in El Segundo, California.
Bill is survived by his wife of 59 years, Shirley Glickman,
daughters Janice Dwosh (Mike) and Susanne Glickman,
both of Phoenix, Az, as well as grandchildren, extended
family and many friends in Los Angeles and Phoenix.

CHAPTER NEWS

BE FEATURED IN INSIGHT!
Want to see your project on the cover? Have important news?
Aware of a friend’s move, promotion or retirement? Advertise for your business or recruitment?
Next issue layout is already underway!
Submission Deadline: Feb 13 , 2014

Delivery Date: March 17 , 2014

Jan 23
Feb 1
Feb 27
Mar 20
April 23
April 23
May 15
June 26
July 24
Aug 17-20
Sept 25
Oct 23
Nov

Chapter Luncheon — LA and OC Public Works Directors—The Centre, Lakewood, CA
All Aboard! Annual Installation Dinner Dance — Union Station, Los Angeles, CA
Chapter Luncheon — Downey, CA
Chapter Luncheon — Tour of BEST Award Winning Project — Tongva Park, Santa Monica, CA
Complete Streets and Technology Conference — Carson Community Center, Carson, CA
Chapter Luncheon — Carson Community Center, Carson, CA
Chapter Luncheon — Joint Meeting with ASCE— Orange County, CA
Chapter Luncheon — TBA
Chapter Luncheon — 710 Mobility Corridor— Location TBA
Luncheon Dark— Join us for APWA International Congress and Expo - Toronto, Canada
Chapter Luncheon — Tour of Newport Beach Civic Center
Chapter Luncheon — TBA
Luncheon Dark—Happy Thanksgiving!

Programs & Events

2014 Calendar
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http://southernca.apwa.net

Phone No: 310.995.9800
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2404 El m Avenue
Manhatta n Bea c h, CA 902 66

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
Free for Members
Post Your Openings Here!
Insight

Is a quarterly publication of the
Southern California Chapter of the American
Public Works Association
Publisher/Editor:
Lisa Ann Rapp, Lakewood
Committee Members:
Shahnawaz Ahmad, SA Associates
Joyce Amerson, Civil Engineer
Deborah Chankin, Bellflower
Ann Derse, Willdan
Sherri Harris, Lakewood
Michelle Leonard, SCS Engineers
Marie Marston, Civil Works Engineers
Jenelle Saunders, Berg & Associates
Rachel Shepherd, Atkins North America
Published December 2013 — Quarter 4

Jan 23 - Chapter Luncheon
Update from LA and OC County
Public Works Directors
The Centre, Lakewood, CA
Feb 27 - Chapter Luncheon
Purchase SCE Street Lights for
your City
SCE Energy Efficiency Center,
Irwindale, CA
Check our website and email communications for the latest updates!
Monthly Luncheon Program:
Time:
4th Thursday of the month (Unless otherwise noted)
11:30 am - 12:00 pm Registration
12:00pm - 1:30 Lunch & Program
Location:
To Be Announced for Each Program
Cost:
RSVP:

$40 members • $45 non-members • $55 all walk-ins
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED
To register, go to http://southernca.apwa.net

INSIDE NEXT ISSUE

Chapter Leadership Directory
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Member Spotlight

Chapter News and Events

