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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
With this being my last President’s address in
a Newsletter volume that is full to the brim
with important content for your enjoyment, I
will keep it very short and sweet!

AndersonPenna Partners, Inc.

By Dino D’Emilia

It’s been a very busy and challenging year for
APWA Southern California Chapter. In very
tough economic times, we took on the challenge to host the National Congress with less
than 3 years to plan and raise funds. Maintaining a focus on our core and very active Chapter
operations through the excitement and challenges of
planning for Congress 2012 has vigorously exercised
our Chapter’s resources, and we are coming through
much stronger for it! Thank you!
Please accept a very sincere and heart-felt THANK
YOU for the opportunity to serve this exceptional association. Thank you to our very hard working committees and branches, to the other Region 8 Chapters for generous support of Congress 2012, to our
board of directors, to APWA National Staff and most
of all, to you our membership for your continued support and unwavering passion for Public Works!
I hope to see as many of you as possible next year
making 2012 Anaheim the Best Show EVER in Public Works.

SAVE THE DATE!
June 7, 2012
17th Annual
APWA Golf Tournament
Anaheim Hills Golf Course
Proceeds to support Congress 2012
in Anaheim, August 26-29, 2012

13th Annual APWA GIS Conference held in Cypress
AHMED HUSAIN l DOWNEY l GIS COMMITTEE CHAIR

APWA’s 13th Annual GIS Conference was held on September 21, 2011 at City of Cypress Community Center. The
event was very successful, bringing GIS users and professionals together on the same platform.
The main purpose of
this conference is to
cover the latest developments in the
GIS industry and
network GIS users to
mutually share GIS
knowledge.
This
conference has become the premier
event focusing on
the development and
application of geo-information technologies in the SoCal
area. Significantly, the event provides a forum about GIS,
where geo-information practitioners, policy and decision
makers, technology vendors, service providers and other
interest groups from the Los Angeles, Riverside, and San
Diego areas, meet and share knowledge and experience.
The APWA GIS conference has built a “buzz”, and has
2 steadily attracted many city and other government

agencies to actively participate.
The theme for
this year’s conference was “GIS in
Government
Agencies”. Keynote
Speaker
Doug Abramson
of RBF Consulting, enlightened
the crowd with his knowledge and 20 years of experience.
Ten speaker sessions covered topics
in private and government sectors the
local area industry
leaders. Be sure to
mark your calendars
for next year’s GIS
conference planned
for the fourth week of
September, 2012.

CHAPTER NEWS
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See our new dedicated website at
www.APWACongress2012.com!
SOCAL CHAPTER MAKES BIG SPLASH AT CONGRESS 2011 IN DENVER
CORA JACKSON FOSSETTT l CITY OF LOS ANGELES l CONGRESS 2012 PUBLICITY CO-CHAIR

‘ANAHEIM 2012’ WAS THE WIDESPREAD BUZZ AROUND THE DENVER CONVENTION CENTER DURING THE 2011
CONGRESS, THANKS TO THE TEAM EFFORT OF THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER.
Many Board and Committee members were actively involved in promoting Congress 2012 in Anaheim, from President Dino D’Emila to Congress Co-Chairs Jeff Cooper and
Natalie Meeks to Chapter Delegate Shahn Ahmad to Congress Opening and
Closing Day CoChair Francesca
Fuentes, as well
as several others
in the So Cal contingent.
“I’m very pleased
at the response of
our Chapter members. It was great
to see public works
staff of all levels
participating, volunteering, attending sessions and sharing
intellect and information,” said D’Emila.
According to Trish Pietrzak, Congress Publicity Co-Chair
and Chapter Administrator, the key location of the Chapter’s
brightly-decorated display booth played an integral role in
spreading the Anaheim buzz.
“Every attendee had to pass our booth to get to the exhibit
hall and we spoke to nearly all of them. Everyone was excited about coming to Anaheim,” said Pietrzak. As a result,
the large majority of the 4,796 people at Congress 2011
learned about next year’s conference.
In addition to its location, the display likely drew even more
crowds as people noticed the colorful lapel pins or sought
out the handy flash drives, or tasted the delicious smoothies. Thousands of those items were distributed at the booth
by members such as Congress Volunteer/Operations coChair Lisa Rapp, Chapter Director Pamela Manning, National Director Daryl Grigsby, Congress Committee Member
Augie Chang, Past Region 8
Director Ann Burnett-Troisi
and her husband Bob, as well
as current Region 8 Director
Ron Caulkins and his wife.
Several hundred people also
dropped business cards in the
booth’s raffle bowl in hopes of
winning a Kindle. But, that
honor went to Paul D. Wiegand, P.E., SUDAS Director
InTrans at Iowa State University.
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Again this year, Southern California received the National
Presidential Award for Chapter Excellence (PACE) which
recognizes APWA chapters for contributions made to positively impact their membership, profession and community.
Chapter members also presented a number of educational
sessions including:
Souri Amirani, Santa Ana Deputy City Engineer and
Congress Hospitality Chair, Topic: Innovative, CostEffective, and Sustainable Approaches for Urgently Needed
Road Maintenance
Amie Drotning, LA Consulting Senior Associate, on
Ports Have Public
Works Too!
Cora JacksonFossett, L.A. Public Affairs Director
and
Congress
Publicity Co-Chair,
Topic: A View
From the Top –
Women in Public Works Talk About Their Lives and Careers
Stephanie Katsouleas, El Segundo Public Works Director, Topic: Water Loss = Dollars Lost
Michelle Vargas, L.A. Public Information Officer, Topic:
Dangerous Liaisons: Gaining Solid Community Support for
Public Works Projects.
Among other members at Congress 2011 were Gary Lee
Moore, LA City Engineer; Jim Arndt, Manhattan Beach Public Works Director; and Rich Thompson, Manhattan Beach
Community Development Director.
The Anaheim buzz maintained a consistent presence
throughout Congress 2011, even at the Closing Ceremony.
Following the screening of the high-energy Congress 2012
video, nearly 25 SoCal Chapter members gathered on
stage cheering, “Come to
Anaheim,” while tossing
beach balls into the uplifted
hands of the crowd.
Mark your calendars now –
August 26-29, 2011 – you
won’t want to miss it! For
information about Congress
2012 or to volunteer your
talents,
visit
http://
apwacongress2012.com/.

CHAPTER NEWS
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On The Cover: SoCal’s Public Works Icon - Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum
LISA ANN RAPP l PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR l LAKEWOOD

In November 2011, we polled our members to ask them
what they believe is the most recognizable Public Works
icon in Southern California. Although the ballots cast were
a small number, it was nearly unanimous that the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum was our icon. Built in just over
16 months, the Coliseum was finished on May 1, 1923 The
original bowl's initial construction cost was $954,873.
On the cover, the front entrance leading to the peristyle is
shown looking toward the west. The sculptures of the
headless male and
female bodies on
their pedestal drew a
bit of controversy
when first installed
before
the
1984
Olympics. The black
and
white
aerial
photo of the Opening
Ceremonies of the
1932 Olympics was
provided by the Coliseum Commission,
as well as the color
aerial view of the
1984 Opening Ceremonies.

tos of other highly recognizable Public Works Icons in SoCal.
SoCal Chapter Needs You! Do you have an interest in
preserving our Public Works history? The SoCal Chapter
is looking for a new Historian. The Chapter was served for
many years by the dedicated Art Kreiger, who collected
historical information and wrote articles for the newsletter.
If you have interest, please contact Lisa Rapp, Chair, Past
Presidents at 562-866-9771, Ext. 2500 to learn more!

Also included on
these pages are pho-

The Relevance of History in Public Works
BILL KAPPE l PAST PRESIDENT l PUBLIC WORKS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

As the a Past President of the Public Works Historical Society (PWHS), I am often asked the question why be a member? The answer was brought home to me again just the
other day on a conference call with the other Trustees of the
PWHS. We were discussing our newest oral history venture
–an interview with Robert Albee. Those of you who attended Congress in Boston may have been fortunate
enough to attend his session on the Big Dig.
Robert Albee, former Boston city engineer and Central Artery/Tunnel construction director, is Managing Director of
Telecommunications Engineering; he directs mega-utility
projects for VHB, an engineering, land planning and environmental services firm with private and public clients. Bob
was in charge of the Big Dig and prior to the start of the project, he had his staff read the "The Power Broker: Robert
Moses and the Fall of New York" by Robert Caro. Why?
Here is a bit of information about Robert Moses and his ca6

reer as an urban planner.
“His (Robert Moses’) works remain extremely controversial.
His critics claim that he
preferred automobiles
to people, that he displaced hundreds of
thousands of residents
in New York City, uproote d
trad it io nal
neighborhoods
by
building expressways
through them, contributed to the ruin of the South Bronx and
the amusement parks of Coney Island, caused the departure of the Brooklyn Dodgers and the New York Giants Major League baseball teams, and precipitated the decline of
public transport through disinvestment and neglect.” (From

ON THE COVER

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) Bob wanted his staff to
learn from the mistakes of another historical figure responsible for numerous infrastructure projects in New York City,

Pasadena’s Arroyo Seco Bridge
prior to undertaking the Big Dig in hopes that a greater sensitivity would be shown by staff members during the project.
Public Works Historical Society Invites You to Join!
The Society's logo is a depiction of the nation's first federal
public work, the Cape Henry Lighthouse at Chesapeake
Bay, Virginia. Built in 1791 at the specific direction of the
first Congress of the United States, President George
Washington and Treasury Secretary Alexander Hamilton
were personally involved with the project. The lighthouse
was built on the site of the landing of the Susan Constant,
the ship carrying settlers who founded Jamestown in 1607–
the first permanent English speaking colony in the new
world. The lighthouse stands today as a historical monument not only to our nation's heritage, but also to the timelessness of public works.
The mission of the Society is to enhance the planning and
management of public works programs, and to promote
public understanding and appreciation of the role of public
works in the growth and development of civilization. The

Pasadena’s Rose Bowl

Society accomplishes this mission through the collection,
preservation, and dissemination of public works history.
Specifically, the goals of the Society are to:
Foster scholarly research and publication;
Support collaboration among public works practitioners,
historians, and educators;
Encourage the preservation of historically significant
public works;
Promote historical awareness and activities throughout
APWA; and
Collect and preserve records of individuals and groups
engaged in important public works activities.
The Public Works Historical Society (Society) was chartered
in 1975 by the American Public Works Association (APWA)
to prepare a history of public works in America to coincide
with the United States bicentennial. Our official formation
was announced at the Cosmos Club in Washington, D.C.,
on April 10, 1975. Senator Jennings Randolph – then Chairman of the Senate Public Works Committee – was the principal speaker. The Society's first annual meeting followed
later that year in New
Orleans.
During our 35-year
history, the Society
has evolved as an
historical
organization, having published volumes of
books, essays, and
articles; administered
research
grants;
sponsored
award
programs;
and
hosted
academic
seminars and meetings.
Membership in the
PHWS is comprised
of public works pracLos Angeles City Hall
titioners, historians,
authors and educators, and is open to all, regardless of
APWA affiliation. The annual dues are $35, and can be
paid separately or with APWA dues. For membership information, please go to:
http://www.apwa.net/About/SIG/PWHS/member.asp
[The Wisconsin State Chapter Historical & Archives Committee Chair, Bill Kappel, is currently serving as President of
the PHWS Board of Trustees. A special thanks to Bob
Moorhead, Washington State Chapter History Committee
Chair and current Trustee on the PHWS Board for his contributions to this article]
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APWA
SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA
CHAPTER
CONGRATULATES
2011 WINNERS
The Southern California Chapter of American Public Works Association honored our BEST Award Winners
on December 7, 2011. Chapter members submitted applications in nine categories from agencies in four
size categories. Top Public Works Leaders in both the public and private sector were nominated, as well as
Elected Official of the Year.
The categories included Buildings; Creative and Innovative Projects; Water, Wastewater and Drainage; Facilities; Recreational and Athletic Facilities; Stormwater Quality; Traffic, Mobility, and Beautification; Transportation; and National Public Works Week - School and Community Outreach.
The Awards Committee evaluated projects from agencies of similar size against the following criteria:
Project Performance: Achieved the project goals; delivered on schedule; demonstrated cost effectiveness; cooperation amongst agencies, consultants and contractor; public involvement &
awareness.
Unique Aspects: Innovative features through the planning and execution of the project/program that
sets it apart.
Quality of Life: Results in a positive impact to the community, including residents, businesses and
visitors; sustainable features and environmentally sensitive solutions; provides a new, or improves an existing, service to the community.
To be eligible for nomination, a project must have been “substantially completed” and available for public
and/or agency use between September 1, 2010 and September 1, 2011. If a project has multiple phases or
segments, then “substantially completed” will apply to the final phase or segment of work.
There is a maximum of one award per category, per agency, per year. An agency can receive no more than
3 awards.
Top Leader nominees were evaluated for their career service to the public works profession.
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12th Annual
2012BEST
CONGRESS
Awards

Public Works Top Leader - Public Sector
Souri Amirani’s 31-year Civil Engineering career Souri Amirani, P.E.
spans both the private and public sectors. She
Interim City Engineer, City of Santa Ana
worked 6 years at Willdan after graduating with a
Masters degree in Water Resources from Cal State Long Beach. With over 25 years at the City of
Santa Ana, she is currently the Interim City Engineer, with responsibility for Design, Construction,
Traffic and Development Engineering. Overseeing a staff of 46 with an operating budget of $8.7M
and a $50M CIP, she has managed numerous high profile projects and programs, including the
City’s first PMP and sidewalk inventory in 1990; $200M Bristol Street widening, a $72M bond
funded local streets maintenance program, and the $20M City Hall annex. She is an active member of professional organizations, past chair of the APWA Awards committee, and is the co-chair
of the APWA 2012 Congress Hospitality committee.

Public Works Top Leader - Private Sector
Roy Butler, P.E.
Willdan (Retired)

After 28 years with LA County Road Dept, Roy moved to the private
sector, working 18 years for Willdan, serving cities and counties
throughout CA and AZ. Finally retiring in 2001, he has remained very
active with APWA, both in the Career Guidance Program and as Program Chair for the Chapter. His Career Guidance Program became the APWA National model. Roy most significant
achievement was creation of the Chapter Scholarship Program which has provided financial
aid for dozens of college students studying Civil Engineering or other PW related fields. Many
of our young professionals are thankful to Roy for the scholarships and mentoring programs.
Roy has always been a promoter of public works and we are all grateful for all he has done for
our students and professionals.

Public Works Young Leader
Jamie Lai, Transit Manager for the City of Anaheim,
Jamie Lai, P.E.
manages projects such as the future Anaheim ReTransit Manager, City of Anaheim
gional Transportation Intermodal Center (ARTIC), creating transit connections throughout the City with projects such as the Anaheim Rapid Connection
(ARC) fixed guideway project, as well as coordinating transit planning and development activities
with the OCTA, Caltrans, the CA High-Speed Rail Authority, SCAG, and neighboring Orange
County cities and agencies. Prior to Anaheim, Jamie served at Orange County PW and the private engineering sector. She has also worked on projects within the Platinum Triangle, Anaheim
Resort, and Anaheim Gardenwalk as well as residential, commercial and office developments
throughout Anaheim. Jamie received her BS and MS degrees in Civil Engineering specializing in
Transportation Planning from UC Irvine.

Public Works Top Elected Official
Bill Campbell was first elected to the Orange
County Board of Supervisors, Third District, in
January 2003. He was re-elected March 2004 and
June 2008. Currently, he serves as Chairman of the Board. Bill is also Chairman of the OC Children and Families Commission, and serves on a number of boards and commissions including the
OCTA, the Library Advisory Board, the OC Housing Authority, and both the San Joaquin and Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agencies. As a member of the OCTA Board of Directors, Director Campbell serves as Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee and Vice Chair of
the Transportation 2020 Committee. Bill also is a member of the Executive Committee, State
Route 91 Advisory, Riverside Orange Corridor Authority (ROCA), and the Security Working Group.
Bill served in the California State Assembly from 1996 to 2002. He earned a BS in Electrical Engineering from Loyola Marymount University, and an MBA from the Harvard Business School.
Bill Campbell
Orange County Supervisor, 3rd District
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BUILDINGS
City of San Dimas

City Hall, Civic Center Plaza and
Community Center Renovation

Contact: Dan Coleman at
dcoleman@ci.san-dimas.ca.us
Designer: Griffin Structures, Inc.
Contractor: Swinerton Builders
Cost: $12,400,000

Renovation/expansion included the 20,000-sf
City Hall renovation and 11,000-sf expansion; the 8,000-sf Community Center
renovation and a 4,000-sf addition; and the new civic center plaza. “Integrated
Project Delivery” (IPD) method was used. Program requirements provided during
workshops resulted in cost-effective construction documents. IPD also resulted in
overall cost and schedule savings―from budget of $13M to final construction
cost of $12.4M and from 30 months to 26 months.
County of San Bernardino

Jerry Lewis High Desert Government Center
Contact: Carl R. Alban at

The two-story, 66,800-sf building was
CAlban@ae.sbcounty.gov
developed for high-desert County offices. Designer: Griffin Structures, Inc.
Contractor: McCarthy Buildings Companies
Hardened to Essential Services stanCost: $22,100,000
dards and constructed of tilt-up concrete,
the building will serve as backup as the county emergency services and operations center. Key project issues were multiple occupant departments, city-county
relationships, and the advantage of bidding and construction with concurrent city
building. Under budget with all savings returned to the client, delivered within the
13- month schedule, and achieving LEED Gold rating.
City of Hesperia

Police Department Headquarters
Contact: Dave Burkett at

A new 45,700-sf essential services
dburkett@cityofhesperia.us
Designer: Griffin Structures, Inc.
facility featuring patrol, investigaContractor: McCarthy Building Companies
tions, records, and administrative
Cost: $18,700,000
offices; large evidence room with
garage entrance; observation jail cells, gymnasium/locker room; and EOC.
The existing, obsolete building did not meet growth forecasts of police force
to 95 and civilian employees to 35. The schedule met the planned length of
13 months and tilt-up construction, innovative bidding, and this project delivery method are the reason for cost effectiveness reduction of $3.2M.
City of Fullerton

Main Library Expansion and
Renovation

Contact: Maureen Gebelein at
MaureenG@ci.fullerton.ca.us
Designer: Griffin Structures, Inc.
Contractor: Swinerton Builders
Cost: $9,700,000

The 30,000-sf renovation involved
the local history area and technology center and the 8,000-sf expansion added
a community meeting room, kitchen, and bookstore. Keeping the library open
required coordination to assure staff work conditions, patron convenience and
construction efficiency were met. Safety was a concern and was reviewed routinely. For energy consumption, solar arrays now reduce most power requirements. The building was delivered under budget and the original 14-month
schedule was achieved.
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City of Huntington Beach

Huntington Beach Utilities
Operations Yard Upgrades

Contact: Eric R. Charlonne at
echarlonne@surfcity-hb.org
Designer: Richard Brady and Associates
Contractor: The Richardson Group
Cost: $8,500,000

The Utility Operations Yard is the
main operating center for the City owned water, storm drain and wastewater enterprise. Designed to maximize operating efficiencies and effectiveness, the Utility Operations Yard Upgrades consisted of 18,800 square
feet of new construction and approximately 8,389 s.f. of tenant improvements to an existing building. Following months of fast track and superb
project performance, the $8.5 million project was successfully constructed
ahead of schedule and under budget in August 2011.

CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE
City of San Juan Capistrano

San Juan Capistrano Bus
Shelter Improvements

Contact: Nisha Patel, PE at
npatel@sanjuancapistrano.org
Designer: RRM Design Group
Contractor: Diversified Landscape Management
Cost: $350,000

The San Juan Capistrano Bus Shelters Improvements project included
construction of five custom bus shelters (one large and four smaller ones)
at the five highest bus ridership locations. They were constructed with a
cedar shingle or Spanish tile roof, stucco columns, and exposed wood
beams. The sites included new trash cans and benches, and solar powered lighting, and were constructed ADA accessible. The large shelter also
included landscaping, irrigation, and sidewalk improvements.
Los Angeles County – Public Works

iPhone app – “The Works”

Contact: Khaled Tawfik at
ktawfik@dpw.lacounty.gov
Cost: $21,000

“The Works” is Public Works’ iPhone
application available to the public for
free through the Apple AppStore. This in-house developed application provides
the public a convenient way to request services or report issues related to graffiti, potholes, illegal dumping, or street sweeping. Requests are automatically
routed to the responsible business unit for a timely resolution. For requests
outside of the County’s service area, The Works displays the referral information of the responsible city.
City of Palmdale

City of Palmdale Energy Action
Plan

Contact: Benjamin A. Lucha at
blucha@cityofpalmdale.org
Designer: PMC
Cost: $125,000

The City adopted the Palmdale Energy Action Plan (PEAP). A portion of the
PEAP includes a greenhouse gas emissions study and determining what measures are necessary for the City to comply with related legislation such as AB 32
and SB 375. Besides helping the City with its environmental compliance, the
overall theme outlines how the actions will help the City and its residents realize
cost savings while contributing to its overall quality of life.
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Congratulations
to Cities of
Azusa & Glendora
on receiving the

2011 APWA
Project of the Year

for the

Barranca Avenue
Improvement Project
“The road to the future is paved
with recycled materials”
12

APA Engineering, Inc.
www.apaeng.com

As the Project Design Consultant

Congratulates the
City of San Juan Capistrano
on winning the 2011 BEST Award for
the Junipero Serra Road &
Rancho Viejo Intersection
Improvement Project

12th Annual
2012BEST
CONGRESS
Awards

Is honored by the

2011 APWA BEST Award—Facilities
Beach Public Restroom Facilities
Replacement Project
City of Santa Monica
Congratulations to all team members for a successful partnership.
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WATER, WASTEWATER AND DRAINAGE
City of San Juan Capistrano

Eastern Wells

Contact: Joe Mankawich at
jmankawich@sanjuancapistrano.org
Designer: AKM Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Contractor: Procraft Construction, Inc.
GCI Construction, Inc.
Cost: $2,815,000

The Eastern Wells Project involved the
construction of two new wells and two
miles of transmission pipeline to bring
the raw well water to the City's Groundwater Recovery Plant (GWRP). The project
was completed on time and within budget. The final cost: $2.8 Million. The wells
are currently on line and producing approximately 2 million gallons of raw water per
day. They provide a means to increase GWRP capacity and thereby lessen the
City's imported water use. The project is a multi-agency success story with the
City of San Juan Capistrano working closely with CalTrans, Regional Water Resources Control Board, Department of Health Services, and the County of Orange
Public Works Department to make it a reality.
Los Angeles County Public Works

Big Tujunga Dam Seismic
Rehabilitation & Spillway
Modification Project

Contact: Keith Lilley at
klilley@dpw.lacounty.gov
Designer: MWH Americas, Inc.
Contractor: Shimmick Construction Co., Inc.
Cost: $100,000,000

Partnering with federal, state, and local agencies, the $100,000,000 retrofit project structurally modified Big Tujunga Dam. It included rehabilitating and
strengthening the dam by constructing a thickened arch buttress to withstand a
major earthquake and adding a new spillway to safely pass an extreme flood.
New valves and control systems were added, which used the restored reservoir
capacity to increase water conservation and supplemental stream flow.
City of Santa Monica

Santa Monica Water Well
Field Restoration Project

Contact: Angela von Slomski
at angela.vonslomski@smgov.net
Cost: $60,000,000

The Santa Monica Water Well Field Restoration Project involved implementation of a water treatment system to remove groundwater contamination and
to restore this resource as a water supply for the City of Santa Monica. The
improvements include a new water treatment system at the Charnock Well
Field site and the upgrades to the 10MGD water treatment process at the
Santa Monica Water Treatment Plant. The project was completed ahead of
schedule and under budget; drinking water from the new facilities was delivered to the community on December 4, 2010. This design-build project cost
approximately $60 Million.
City of Burbank

City of Burbank 2 Million
Gallon Equalization Basin

Contact: Rebekka Hosken at
rhosken@ci.burbank.ca.us
Designer: Kennedy/Jenks
Contractor: Pacific Hydrotech
Cost: $13,500,000

By adding a new 2 million gallon
(MG) equalization basin to its existing 45-year old wastewater reclamation plant,
the City of Burbank increases plant capacity from 9 to 12.5 MG per day, captures the peak daytime flows for treatment during the nighttime low flow hours,
provides more reclaimed water for reuse, and lowers overall wastewater treatment costs to residents. The new basin was completed on October 15, 2010.
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FACILITIES
City of Los Angeles

Los Angeles Zoo Elephants of
Asia Exhibit

Contact: Rebecca Abano, AIA at
rebecca.abano@lacity.org
Designer: The Portico Group
Contractor: AKG/Saifco Construction, a JV
Cost: $42,000,000

Elephants of Asia project is a unique
architectural and engineering project.
This new exhibit replaces the old and inadequate elephant exhibit of the Los Angeles Zoo. The City of Los Angeles, Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering managed the design and construction of this project. Construction was
difficult and completed in phases since an elephant, Billy, remained on-site
throughout construction. The project completed within budget and opened in December 2010.
City of Santa Monica

Beach Public Restroom Facilities Replacement Project

Contact: Miriam Mulder at
miriam.mulder@smgov.net
Designer: Roesling Nakmura Terada Architects
Contractor: CWS Systems, Inc.
Cost: $5,500,000

The Beach Public Restroom Facilities
Replacement Project ($5.5M) features seven newly renovated ADA compliant
facilities. Each facility was uniquely designed to create a safe and clean experience that addresses the specific needs of beach visitors at each location. Most
facilities were complimented with a palette of site amenities including outdoor
sinks, showers, foot washes, bike racks, drinking fountains and seating. The
facilities were opened to the public in summer 2011.
City of Santa Clarita

Transit Maintenance Facility
Solar Canopy Project

Contact: Carla Ann Callahan at
ccallahan@santa-clarita.com
Designer: Stronghold Engineering Inc
Contractor: Stronghold Engineering Inc
Cost: $4,620,000

The Solar Canopy project on the Santa
Clarita Transit Maintenance Facility was funded by ARRA and FTA, with a budget
of $4.62M. The design-build project was completed within 13 months and installed
2,845 photovoltaic modules on new bus canopies and existing buildings. The City’s
largest solar initiative met Southern California Edison’s Solar Incentive Program,
securing additional funding and rebates. The canopy now generates 979,125 kWh
per year, offsetting 97% of the facility’s electrical demand

RECREATION AND ATHLETIC FACILITIES
City of Malibu

Trancas Canyon Park

Contact: Elizabeth Shavelson at
eshavelson@malibucity.org
Designer: RBF Consulting, Inc.
Contractor: Environmental Construction, Inc.
Cost: $3,100,000

Adjacent to the Santa Monica Mountains,
overlooking the Santa Monica Bay, the
new 13.5 acre Trancas Canyon Park provides Southern California with vital space for sports and recreation in western Malibu.
The park’s amenities include a multi-use sports field, dog park, picnic area, tot lot for
ages 2-5, playground for ages 5-12, restrooms and parking. The park utilizes many
sustainable design features such as permeable parking and walking areas, recycled
materials and native drought resistant landscaping.
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City of Arcadia

Soccer Field Turf Replacement
Project

Contact: Dave McVey at
DMCVEY@ci.arcadia.ca.us
Designer: TKE Engineering
Contractor: Park West Landscape, Inc.
Cost: $1,120,636

The City of Arcadia’s Soccer Field Turf
Replacement Project significantly increased its playable hours for the community by
replacing its natural turf with high quality, durable synthetic material. The project was
enhanced with sustainability features by incorporating measures for water conservation, stormwater capture/run-off, energy-efficiency lighting, reduction of fertilizers, and
improved air and noise quality. With excellent cooperation and communication between staff and consultants/contractors, the project was completed on time and came
under budget by 25%.
City of Fullerton

Lions Field

Contact: Thuy Nguyen at
thuyn@ci.fullerton.ca.us
Designer: WEC/AECOM/Rende
Contractor: Valley Crest
Cost: $12,800,000

This $12.8 million project completely
renovated the existing sports park facilities at Lions Field in the City of Fullerton.
The improvements created four synthetic turf youth regulation-sized softball fields,
an overlay youth football field and two batting cages all with concrete stadium
seating. Two buildings were constructed for concessions, restrooms, and storage
in addition to a prefabricated maintenance building. The parking area was significantly expanded with a dedicated drop-off zone.

Port of Los Angeles

Wilmington Waterfront Park
(Harry Bridges Boulevard
Buffer)

Contact: Design - Scott Gilmour at
lwalsh@portla.org
Designer: Design - Sasaki Associates / CM
Support - Berg & Associates
Contractor: Griffith Company
Cost: $57,000,000

The Port of Los Angeles (Port) dedicated the 30 acre Wilmington Waterfront Park to serve as a buffer between the
community of Wilmington and Port operations, and as a beautifully landscaped
amenity to the community as a whole. The Park includes water features and
unique play areas, acres of open green space, and gentle slopes to raised landforms, offering performance and gathering areas along with elevated views over
the Port and to the extensive coastline.
City of Malibu

Legacy Park

Contact: Elizabeth Shavelson at
eshavelson@malibucity.org
Designer: RMC Water and Environment
Contractor: LH Engineering Company, Inc.
Cost: $35,000,000

Among the most innovative stormwater management projects in California, the City of Malibu’s Legacy
Park is one of the first to combine a vegetated detention pond with a stormwater treatment facility and create a multi-benefit park. The project serves to store
and reuse rainwater and urban runoff, maximize treatment capacity, and provide educational and recreational opportunities. Its creative approach promotes
environmental sustainability, social equity and fiscal responsibility and will serve
to inspire future generations of environmental stewards.
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STORMWATER QUALITY
City of Long Beach

Contact: Anneke van Gelder at
anneke.vangelder@longbeach.gov
Designer: AECOM
Contractor: Varies by site
Cost: $1,000,000

Long Beach Trash TMDL
Project

The Trash Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) regulatory requirements for the Los Angeles River watershed
have a goal of zero trash in 2015. Through a State grant, Long Beach took
another step towards compliance with the Trash TMDL by retrofitting two
pump stations with trash netting, and a third with a vortex separation system (VSS). These systems will address the Trash TMDL by preventing objects greater than 5mm from entering into the waters.
City of Santa Monica

Pervious Alley Program

Contact: Homa Mojtabai at
homa.mojtabai@smgov.net
Cost: $70,000

The Santa Monica Pervious Alley
Program has contributed to a lauded
improvement of the Santa Monica Bay by reducing urban runoff in the City. Alleys in key drainage basins were selected for the installation of pervious concrete gutters. The program is funded by the Clean Beaches and Ocean Parcel
Tax (Measure V) – passed by voters in 2006 to fund projects to improve water
quality and reduce urban runoff.
City of Culver City

Ballona Creek Bikeway and
Landscaping Improvement
Project

Contact: Lee Torres at
lee.torres@culvercity.org
Designer: Lawrence R. Moss and Associates,
Landscape Architect; Nickerson Company, Construction Management and Inspection
Contractor: Land Forms Landscaping Construction
Cost: $909,000

The project transformed about 1,000
feet of the Ballona Creek bike path, making it more attractive, environmentallyfriendly, and adding safety and educational features. Some of the specific improvements included: replacing a concrete embankment with a retaining wall and droughttolerant landscaping, repaving the bike path and creating a separate DG pedestrian
path, and installing enhanced fencing adjacent to the Creek, a custom gate at the
Creek entrance, pedestrian lighting, emergency call-boxes, security cameras, and
educational displays.

TRAFFIC, MOBILITY AND BEAUTIFICATION
City of Long Beach

Broadway & Third Street Separated
Bikeways (Cycle Track)

Contact: Min Zhou, P.E. at
mzhou@koacorporation.com
Designer: KOA Corporation
Contractor: CTF, Inc.
Cost: $800,000

Broadway and Third Street form a one-way
couplet providing important access for downtown Long Beach. The City developed a protected bikeway, also known as a cycle track, to provide an enhanced
facility for bicyclists. The cycle track shifts parking away from the curb line and
provides a bikeway between parked vehicles and the left-side curb. Special bicycle signals and left-turn signals are provided to reduce conflicts between left-turn
vehicles, the bikeway, and adjacent crosswalks.
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City of Redondo Beach

Esplanade Streetscape Improvement Project

Contact: Brad Lindahl at
brad.lindahl@redondo.org
Designer: Harris and Associates
Contractor: LH Engineering Company, Inc.
Cost: $2,900,000

The project was designed to reduce the
conflict between various modes of transportation along the Esplanade and improve
the aesthetics of the street. The project included pedestrian walkways with viewing
locations and landscaping for 1 mile along the top of the beach bluffs. The bicycle
component provided safety enhancements and improved local links to the California
Coastal Trail located at the bottom of the bluffs. Roadway pavement rehabilitation
was also included in the project.
City of Santa Clarita

City of Santa Clarita Old Town
Newhall Streetscape

Contact: Tara L. Concepcion at
tconcepcion@santa-clarita.com
Designer: Pacific Coast Land Design
Contractor: R.C. Becker and Son, Inc.
Cost: $2,843,455

Newhall’s Main Street has been transformed from a thoroughfare to a people oriented Transportation Oriented Development (TOD) corridor that balances vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle transportation. Laandscaping flanks the sidewalk on both sides. Main Street is two lanes.
Traffic calming devices and stop signs at each intersection allow bikes to safely
merge with driving lanes. Curb planters and permeable brick filter and infiltrate
sidewalk runoff.
City of San Juan Capistrano

Junipero Serra Road & Rancho
Viejo Road Intersection Improvement Project

Contact: Khoon Tan, P.E. at
ktan@sanjuancapistrano.org
Designer: APA Engineering, Inc.
Contractor: Peterson-Chase General Engineering Construction, Inc.
Cost: $1,156,770

The Junipero Serra Road & Rancho Viejo Road Intersection Improvement Project
provides needed capacity enhancement and traffic relief on Rancho Viejo Road at
Junipero Serra Road, and Junipero Serra Road between Rancho Viejo Road and
the I-5 northbound on/off ramps, and involves cooperation between City, Caltrans,
and OCTA. The project scope includes widening of both streets, and improvements
to both Caltrans Park and Ride facilities located adjacent to the I-5 on/off ramps.

TRANSPORTATION
Los Angeles County - Public Works

Interstate 5 (I-5)/Hasley Canyon
Road Interchange Project

Contact: Daniel Quintana at
dquintan@dpw.lacounty.gov
Designer: Tetra Tech Inc.
Contractor: Security Paving Company, Inc.
Cost: $41,000,000

The Interstate 5/Hasley Canyon Road Interchange project was implemented in cooperation with the LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Federal Highway
Administration, and State of California Department of Transportation. It widened
the Hasley Canyon Road overcrossing, modifying existing and constructing new
freeway ramps; providing two modern roundabouts at the intersections of Hasley
Canyon Road with the northbound I-5 ramp and the The Old Road; and widening
and seismically retrofitting the I-5 bridge over Castaic Creek.
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Cities of Azusa & Glendora

Barranca Avenue Improvement
Project

Contact: Carl Hassel at chassel@ci.azusa.ca.us
Designer: Pavement Recycling Systems
Contractor: All American Asphalt
Cost: $250,000

This project was a joint effort by the Cities
of Azusa & Glendora to improve a deteriorated section of Barranca Avenue at the boundary between the two Cities. Additionally intersection of Barranca and Route 66 is one of the busiest in both cities.
A primary concern was to minimize impact to traffic while minimizing costs. Working together, the Cities agreed to utilize the benefits of cold in place recycling and
completed the project in 6 days.
City of Glendale

Fairmont Avenue Extension Project

Contact: Shea Eccleston-Banwer at
seccleston@ci.glendale.ca.us
Designer: URS Corporation
Contractor: Griffith Company
Cost: $44,000,000

In September 2010, the City of Glendale officially opened the Fairmont Avenue Bridge
which is the largest component of the massive
$44 million Fairmont Avenue Extension Project. This project improved freeway
access and mobility for the Grand Central Business District in west Glendale. The
bridge opening was the culmination of over 20 years of planning, lobbying, designing, engineering and construction by the Glendale Public Works Department and
private consultants and contractors involved in the project.

NATIONAL PW WEEK—SCHOOL & COMMUNITY OUTREACH
City of Pomona
Public Works Week Celebration

Contact: Lanae Hernandez at
Lanae_Hernandez@ci.pomona.ca.us

The City of Pomona Public Works Department held various activities across a
week to become an active participant in the APWA National Public Works Week
Celebration. Working with various community and utility organizations allowed
the PW department to provide citizens, government officials, students and other
departments become aware of the significance of Public Works and the positive
impact it has on life everyday. The weeklong events included Employee Recognition, an Open House and the First Annual Bike-to-Work Day.

City of Pomona
National Public Works Week
Celebration

City of Los Angeles

"Discover Recycling" 2011 Open House
City and Sanitation leaders as well as city
Contact: Jimmy Tokeshi at
employees volunteer time to transform each Jimmy.Tokeshi@lacity.org
of the city’s six sanitation yards into fun and
educational centers on solid waste collection and recycling. By combining demonstrations, tours and information with food, music and games, the bureau succeeds in capturing the curiosity and attention of families and children of all ages
on how to recycle while city employees give back to community through their volunteer efforts.
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City of La Quinta

Annual Student Outreach Program

Contact: Ann Dixson at
adixson@la-quinta.org

The City of La Quinta Public Works Department initiated its Annual Student Outreach Program in 2008 as part of its APWA National Public Works Week
(NPWW) celebration. Since that time, the department has been working closely
with La Quinta High School counselors to identify students that have shown an
interest in math and may be considering a career in engineering to participate in
the annual Student Outreach Program. Students spend time working side by side
with Public Works staff and average 30-40 hours of volunteer time during the
months of May, June and July.

City of San Juan Capistrano
Community Beautification Project
Celebration of Public Works Week

City of San Juan Capistrano

Community Beautification Project

Contact: Nasser Abbaszadeh at
Nabbaszadeh@sanjuancapistrano.org

To honor Public Works Week, staff worked on a beautification project and planted
flowers and small trees at a City water well-site that is adjacent to a popular recreational trail along San Juan Creek. Office staff as well as maintenance workers
donned their work boots and gloves, grabbed shovels and wheel-borrows, and
spent few hours to establish landscaping at a location that only weeds grew before.

PRESIDENTS AWARD
Beth George, Chapter Program Chair, Converse Consultants
Beth George was selected for the President’s Award for taking on the chair of one of our most active committees, the Program Committee, during a period of transition in the Chapter. Beth and the
Program Committee rose to new challenges to take on a larger role in planning all details of chapter
luncheons, chapter e-blasts to the membership and website administration during a very challenging year where the Chapter’s volunteer and revenue resources were stretched very thin due to the
planning of Congress 2012. A heartfelt THANK YOU to the Program Committee, Beth George and
to her firm, Converse Consultants for supporting the chapter!
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Congratulations to Redondo Beach
2011 APWA Project of the Year
The Esplanade Streetscape Improvement Project

Congratulations to
Azusa and Glendale
2011 BEST Award Winner
Barranca Avenue Improvement Project
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See our new dedicated website at
www.APWACongress2012.com!
16TH ANNUAL SOCAL CHAPTER GOLF TOURNAMENT A HUGE SUCCESS!
GEORGE JURICA l PENCO ENGINEERING l GOLF TOURNAMENT CHAIR

September 15, 2011 was a beautiful sunny day to be out on
the links! 144 golfers enjoyed a terrific tournament at Anaheim Hills Golf Club. A huge success, the tournament
raised almost $23,000 for Congress 2012. Upon arrival, the
golfers were greeted by our new ”Golf Ambassadors” who
escorted them through the check-in process. After warm up
time, everyone grabbed their box lunches, goody bags, and
headed out.
This year’s winners were: 1st Place - Team Willdan & City
of Irvine - Francesca Fuentes, Eric Wiebke, Manuel Gomez, and Dennis Chotti; 2nd Place was Team Orange
County Striping/Wallace and Associates - Kevin Ebnit,
Ron Wilcox, Carl Wallace, and Tim Jonasson; 3rd Place was
Team “The Shoe” - Dave Wasden, Ane Wasden, Greg
Weingart, and Roger Work. We had “closest to the pin “
winners on four holes: Casey Strohsahl, Mike Blond, John
Chun, and Mark Verrengia. The longest drive was hit by
Don Wolfe. There was a special raffle for a 40” flat screen
TV donated by Anaheim Disposal. Ten dollars allowed players to shoot for the green for extra raffle tickets, and Mark
Vukojevic from Anaheim was the lucky winner!
After the golfers returned from their round, they enjoyed a
great social hour, followed by a dinner, Raffle, and live auction. Over 45 raffle prizes were given away to lucky winners, including the grand raffle prize of an Amazon Kindle.
The live auction raised $2,275 with Dan Debassio taking
home the garden bench donated by WCA and Chad Lambert grabbing the foursome at Mission Viejo Country Club
donated by Joe Blum. Laker tickets donated by George
Jurica went home with Dennis Jue, and President Dino
D’Emilia took home another iPad this year donated by
EDCO Disposal, as well as park hopper passes
to Disneyland. Dave Wasden and George
Jurica were the successful bidders on two sets
of Ducks tickets donated by the City of Anaheim, Erica Bennett got four tickets to the Angels vs the Rangers, and Steve Dickson is going for a ride in the Anaheim PD helicopter!
Thank you to all who so generously donated or
bid on these great prizes!
A big thank you goes out to Hardy & Harper Inc.
as our $3000 Tournament Sponsor. Our $1,500
foursome sponsors included: Huitt – Zollars
Inc., RJ Noble, Universal Protection Services,
West Coast Arborists, Winzler & Kelly, R.F.
Dickson Company, Inc., The Shoe, AECOM,
Albus-Keefe & Assoc. Inc., PENCO Engineering
Inc.,CW Driver, and RBF Consulting.
Our
$1000 Twosome sponsors were: PSOMAS,
Berg & Assoc. Inc.
Lunch & Dinner Sponsors were: FUSCOE
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Engineering Inc., Clean City, and Valley Crest Landscape.
The Drink Cart Sponsors were: NMG Geotechnical Inc.,
Clean City, Mariposa Landscapes, Inc., and Mar-Co
Equipment Company.
Our Tee Sponsors included:
National Clay Pipe Institute, Ninyo & Moore, Ocean Blue
Environmental Services, Recupero & Assoc. Inc., Orange
County Striping Service, Emergency Services Restoration,
Inc., Mobile Concrete, and URS. Our Hole-In-One Sponsors
were: Superior Property Services and Tangram Interiors.
Our Closest to Pin Sponsors were: Petrochem
Manufacturing, Inc., Kristar Enterprises, Inc., and City Light
& Power, Inc.
Our Longest Drive Sponsors were:
Emergency Vehicle Group Inc. and Contech Construction
Products Inc. Thank you to all our sponsors and players for
making this event such a success!
Finally, the 17th Annual Tournament is scheduled for June 7,
2012 at Anaheim Hills GC. This will be our final fundraising
event before Congress 2012, so be sure to mark your calendars to come out, play golf or attend the social and dinner,
and have fun supporting Congress 2012!

CHAPTER
2010
AND
CONGRESS
BRANCH NEWS

Inland Empire Branch
January 12, 2012 Membership
Meeting

Garry Cohoe, Director of Project Delivery from
San Bernardino Associated Governments
(SANBAG), to speak about the San Bernardino
County Measure I 10-Year Delivery Plan.
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IN MEMORIAM
LOREN ANDERSON
1946 — 2011

IN MEMORIAM
JOAN E. COX
1961 — 2011
Joan E. Cox passed
away on August 24,
2011 after a courageous 15-month battle
with cancer. Her tenacity and positive spirit
will be remembered by
all who were privileged
to know her.
Joan was Vice President and Senior Project Manager
with Harris Associates in Irvine and a recognized expert
in the field of assessment and financial engineering.
She was a regular panelist for the California Debt Investment Advisory Commission land secured fundamentals program at both the UCLA and UC Davis Public Policy Programs. Joan held a Bachelor of Science in
Civil Engineerisdng from California State Polytechnic
University, Pomona, and was a licensed Civil Engineer
by the State of California.
She represented numerous public agency clients in
both Northern and Southern California in her career
spanning over 27 years. Joan loved to travel and visited
many exotic locales. She collected rocks, was a voracious reader, and was an avid dog lover who rescued
animals no one else wanted.
She is survived by her husband, Dennis Anderson (of
Francisco & Associates, Inc.). Dennis has established
the Joan E. Cox Memorial Scholarship at Cal Poly
Pomona in her honor. Donations can be made payable
to: "Cal Poly Pomona Foundation" with a notation on
the check for "Joan E. Cox Memorial Scholarship" and
mailed to: Scott Warrington, c/o Cal Poly Pomona, University Advancement, 3801 West Temple Avenue,
Pomona,
CA
91768
(email:
s c wa r r i n g ton@csupomona.edu).
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Loren Anderson was born in
1946 and passed away October 11, 2011. Loren grew up
in Southern California, and
served a short stint in the
Army where he was deployed
to Germany as the Commander of a M-60 Main Battle
Tank. Loren then returned to Southern California and
found his passion for Civil Engineering as an Engineering
Aide for the City of Glendale. Loren later moved with his
new wife to Mission Viejo and started a new job at the
County of Orange as an Engineering Aide. While at the
County, Loren attended night classes at West Coast University in Irvine, and eventually earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering. Loren then passed both his
E.I.T. and Professional Civil Engineering Exam on the first
try (a fact that Loren was particularly proud of because
many of his peers that had attended more prestigious universities needed several attempts). Loren then moved on
to the City of Irvine where he rose to the position of City
Engineer. Finally, Loren achieved his life-long career goal
to work for the City that he lived in (Mission Viejo) where
he retired in 2008 as the Director of Public Works. Loren
is survived by his loving wife, two sons, and three grandchildren.

SPOTLIGHT

TRISH PIETRZAK
APWA SOCAL’S NEW
CHAPTER
ADMINISTRATOR
Trish Pietrzak, and her
firm, Platinum PR have
been hired as the Southern
California Chapter’s new
administrator. Trish is not
new to the Chapter, she
has volunteered in various
capacities for the past ten years. She has previously
chaired the Program Committee, participated in the Dinner
Dance committee, the Publicity Committee and the Newsletter Committee. Her team includes John Dolan of BPSD,
a professional accounting team with substantial experience
in non profit organizations.
She has been the principal in her firm, Platinum PR for
eight years. Platinum PR specializes in public information,
community outreach and public relations for local government, particularly in the public works arena. Trish is an
avid football fan, is married to her husband, Terrell, and
has a wonderful daughter, Samantha, who regularly attended APWA Program Committee meetings.

KEN STEELE
JOINS AECOM
AECOM is pleased
to announce that
Ken Steele, P.E.
has joined their
firm. He will be involved in business
development
and
managing transportation projects throughout Southern California from
the Orange office. Ken has 30 years of management and design experience, including state highways, local roadways, interchanges, and street widenings; transit stations, light rail and railroad design; water and sewer projects; and airport runway
and taxiway projects. Mr. Steele holds a B.S. in
Civil Engineering from California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo. Ken has been an active supporter of APWA for nearly 20 years. He previously served as the Transportation Committee
chair.
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See our new dedicated website at
www.APWACongress2012.com!
CHAPTER DELEGATE’S REPORT—NEWS FROM APWA NATIONAL AND REGION 8
SHAHNAWAZ AHMAD l SA ASSOCIATES l SOCAL CHAPTER DELEGATE

The fall Meeting of the Region VIII
Delegates was held in Denver,
Colorado on September 17, 2011.
Region VIII is comprised of delegates from each of the 9 California
Chapters and the Hawaii and Nevada Chapters.
The 2011-12 APWA National Board
of Directors will include Elizabeth
Treadway (President-Elect), Brian
Usher (At-Large Director, Facilities
and Fleet Services), Rick Stinson (Region I Director), Ed
Gottko (Region II Director), Linda Petelka (Region V Director), Larry Stevens (Region VI Director), and Ron Calkins
(Region VIII Director). The Board of Directors appointed
William “Bo” Mills to fulfill the unexpired one year term for
the Region III Director position due to the election of Elizabeth Treadway as President-Elect. (Names in bold indicates new members of the Board)
Full-paid registrations for the 2011 Congress were 1,395 (a
net increase of 4% over 2010). Total Congress attendance
was 4,795. The exhibit floor included 84,700 SF of sold
space, an increase of 11,300 SF over the 2010 Congress in
Boston.
There is a slight increase in membership. The actual Sep-
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tember month-end membership numbers are 28,569, which
is a 0.1% increase compared to same time last year. The
2011 First Time Member campaign has successfully recruited 1435 new members through the end of August, with
188 of those members from Canada. The First Time Member campaign will continue throughout 2011. Anyone who
has not previously been a member can join APWA for $70
US. Visit http://www. apwa.net/membersonly/membertools/
firstTimeMember.asp for more information.
The 2011 PACE Award Review Committee selected 29
chapters to receive the 2011 PACE Award presented at the
2011 APWA Awards Ceremony on September 19 in Denver.
The Southern California Chapter also was selected.
A total of 94 Public Works Leadership Fellow applications
were submitted and accepted by the Program Council of the
APWA Donald C. Stone Center for Leadership Excellence in
Public Works. For more information on the Donald S. Stone
Center, visit: http://www.apwa.net/donald-c-stone
The 2012 APWA Sustainability in Public Works Conference
will be held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 25-27 at the
Omni William Penn Hotel. Additional information will soon
be available on the APWA website.
The Public Works Historical Society announced the release
of the latest book in its Essays In Public Works History se-

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL NEWS

ries, “Water Fountains in the Cityscape.” This full-color book
brings water to the forefront by exploring selected cases of
the variety of water fountains throughout the world that put
water on display. An international array of 11 authors put a
historical perspective on fountains by discussing some beautiful and unique fountains in terms of their function, architecture, aesthetics, and social environment. Members may purchase their copy, along with others in the series, through the
APWA on-line bookstore [http://www2.apwa.net/bookstore/
detail.asp?PC=PB.A1128]
The Public Works Institute currently has 13 nationallyapproved institutes.: Arizona Public Works Institute, Florida
Public Works Institute, Georgia Certificate of Public Works
Management, Illinois Public Service Institute, Michigan Public
Service Institute, Minnesota Public Works Institute, Mississippi Public Works Leadership Institute, Northern California
Chapter Public Works Institute, Northwest Public Works Institute, Southern California Chapter Public Works institute, Wisconsin Public Works Management Institute, Sacramento
Public Works Institute, and Iowa Public Works Institute.
Finally, Shahnawaz Ahmad was elected to serve as First
Vice Chair of the Executive Committee for the House of
Delegates. He is slated to be installed as Chair at the 2012
Congress in Anaheim.
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PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT MANAGEMENT—A Continuing Series
TONY ANTICH P.E., P.M.P. l PRINCIPAL l SENSIBLE SOLUTIONS

THE BASICS OF DISPUTES, CLAIMS AND POTENTIAL CHANGE ORDERS—Part 2
Claims must address entitlement, damages, and the
cause and effect between
them. Entitlement addresses
the issue of the right or legal
requirement such as code or
contract requirement. Damages typically are quantified
as monetary or time or both.
The cause and effect is the
reasoning behind the claim.
For example, let’s assume a
contractor was hired to remodel a building. Upon entering
the job site, the contractor discovers the existing foundation
is inadequate, an item that was unforeseen. The contractor
is directed to install an adequate foundation. In this case,
the contractor is required by code to provide an adequate
foundation, which requires the contractor to perform additional work beyond their original scope of work. This unforeseen condition (the cause) required the contractor to incur
additional expense (the effect).
The listing below continues the list found in the 3 rd Quarter
2011 APWA Newsletter that covers most things that may go
wrong for a Contractor. If you get a claim, it will typically fall
into one of the following categories:
Maladministration: This is based on the implied warranty
that the Agency will not, by actions or inactions, unreasonably interfere with the Contractor's right to develop
and enjoy least-cost performance. Examples of
maladministration are untimely responses, overinspection, improper rejections, etc.
Misrepresentation: Similar to superior knowledge
(see below), the distinction is that misrepresentation occurs after the bid phase.
Owner-Furnished Items: Assume you accept an
obligation to furnish certain items and you are unable to do so (either at all or in a timely manner). If
so, the Contractor would be entitled to recover
from the resulting damages. Weather and strikes
are sometimes interpreted as an excusable delay
(time only) in the Agency's favor when they prevent furnishing of promised items.
Strikes: Strikes entitle the Contractor only to a
time extension unless the Contractor's actions precipitated the strike, in which case the Contractor is
due nothing.
Superior Knowledge: This involves the Agency
withholding, during the bid phase, “specific” data
28

on matters of “substance”. The key words are "specific" and
"substance."
Suspension: Suspension is an Agency directive that work
be stopped on a part or the whole of the contract documents. Some contract documents allow an amount of latitude in suspending the work for a short duration. However,
whenever possible, a suspension order should contain a
defined duration and prudent suggestions as to mitigation of
costs. Also, to the extent possible, you as the project manager should follow up to determine if it is being pursued. If it
is not being pursued you need to know why.
Termination: There are two types of termination:
Termination for convenience resulting from factors outside the Contract gives the Contractor entitlement to
all reasonable costs to the point of termination, plus
clerical termination expenses and profit on reasonable costs.
Termination for default occurs when the Contractor's
performance is not acceptable. Examples of reasons to default a Contractor are bankruptcy, failure
to start or complete, or abandonment of the work.
This is a serious matter, which can have consequential expenses (project delays) and often results
in lawsuits.
Use of termination by the Agency should not be ignored.
Even the threat (this requires sound solid judgment and ex-

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

perience), along with notice to the Contractor's bonding
company, is often very persuasive in curing a Contractor's
failings. Be certain the termination, if it must be, is in strict
accordance with the contract documents; consult with the
Agency Attorney before terminating a Contractor.
Unjust Enrichment. This is defined as one party to a contract document profiting inequitably at the other's expense.
Examples of this are an honest bid error or omissions that
would not change the best bidder's standing. Entertainment
of this issue is usually based on the Agency's sense of fair
play and the Contractor's clear demonstration that the item
in question is nowhere in the bid proposal.
Weather. Weather entitles the Contractor only to a time
extension (no monetary compensation), provided the conditions vary substantially from the norm. For example, a Contractor would get additional time for a snowstorm in July. If
the contract provides time for any adverse weather, the
Contractor would be entitled to a time extension. Practically, many construction managers recommend granting the
Contractor weather delays even for marginal requests, because the Contractor cannot use those days again for a reimbursable delay argument. Weather delays may become
compensable, however, if you (the project manager) delay
the Contractor's weather-susceptible work and cause that
work to be performed in a later time period where adverse
weather arises.

Acknowledging our
Congress 2012 Sponsors:
$10,000
Southern California Edison
URS Corporation
Winzler & Kelly

$5,000
AndersonPenna Partners
Harris & Associates
Huitt Zollars
Hill International
SA Associates

$2,500
Willdan
Atkins North America

$1,000
ASCE LA Section
Anaheim Public Utilities
Group Delta Consultants, Inc.
Recycle Anaheim

APWA Chapters and Branches:
$25,000 Ventura Chapter
$25,000 San Diego Chapter
$10,000 Sacramento Chapter
$2,500 High Desert Branch
$2,500 Inland Empire Branch
$2,500 Coachella Valley Branch
$1,000 Northern California Chapter
$1,000 Silicon Valley Chapter
$250 Central Coast Chapter

To see your company name on
this list, go to the Congress 2012
website at:
www.APWACongress2012.com
for a complete list of sponsorship
benefits and to pledge your
support now!
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See our new dedicated website at
www.APWACongress2012.com!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Save the Dates: August 26—29, 2012

Sponsorship
Opportunities
www.APWACongress2012.com
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
JAMES A. BIERY l DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS l BUENA PARK

Here are a few important Public Works related bills that
passed during the last session of the Legislature and generally effective January, 2012.
SB 293 (Padilla) Public Works contract payments – Retention reduced to 5% - Previously, public agencies could
retain up to 10% in contract payments (progress payments)
prior to finalization of a project. This bill sets the maximum
retention at 5% as of January 2012. However, there is a
clause that allows a higher retention for “substantially complex” projects after a public hearing.
SB 136 (Yee) – Energy Service Contracts – Prevailing
wages required - This bill imposes prevailing wage requirements on energy service contracts, audits, and analyses.

This makes a change in the standard “rounding” practice to
allow rounding down to the nearest 5 mph based on the 85th
percentile. The prior standard practice was to round up (38
becomes 40). As approved, Traffic Engineers can round 38
mph down to 35 mph if conditions warrant the reduction. It
does not prohibit use of the prior practice.
State Budget: Automatic Budget Cut Triggers and Redevelopment Elimination - The state budget was approved
with new open ended and controversial provisions including
potential elimination of Redevelopment and automatic
“trigger point” cuts based on updated revenue projections.
Both provisions will impact state and local agencies as well
as those using public services. For questions, email or call
Jim at jbiery@buenapark.com (714) 562-3672.

SB 529 (Gatto) – Speed Limits Downward Speed Zoning -

Annual Streets & Technology Conference, Carson Community Center
Sponsorships Available—Vendor Exhibits—Four Learning Tracks—Breakfast & Lunch
More Information at http://southernca.apwa.net

2012
Jan
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
July
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov

20
28
23
29
25
TBA
07
26
26-29
27
25

Calendar

2012 Strategic Planning Session—Chapter Board and Committee Chairs — Lakewood, CA
Dinner Dance and Casino Night The Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel—Hollywood, CA
Chapter Luncheon—BEST Award Winning Projects—Lakewood, CA
Chapter Luncheon—Infrastructure Report Card—Lakewood CA
Annual Streets and Technology Conference— Carson Community Center
Joint Luncheon Meeting with ASCE - Location TBD
17th Annual APWA SoCal Golf Tournament—Anaheim Hills Golf Course
Annual Scholarship BBQ—Location TBD
2012 APWA International Congress & Exposition Anaheim, CA
Chapter Luncheon—Sustainability in Public Works—Lakewood, CA
Chapter luncheon— Lakewood, CA
Dark

http://southernca.apwa.net

New Phone No: 310.995.9800

Programs & Events

Save the Date!
April 25, 2012
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2404 El m Avenue
Manhatta n Bea c h, CA 902 66

February 23 - Chapter Luncheon: BEST Winner - Big Tujunga Dam
At the Sycamore Centre in Lakewood You were there in December to see all those awards going to
cities for their outstanding projects. Join us to hear the specifics about the biggest of BEST Award winning
projects, the Big Tujunga Dam Project. The Project team will join us to talk about the challenges and pitfalls of designing and constructing this major project, as well as what they would do differently the next time
around. Learn what it takes to be a BEST Award Winner!

March 29 - Chapter Luncheon: Hot off
the Press - California’s Infrastructure
Report Card At the Sycamore Centre in Lakewood
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How is California’s public infrastructure scoring? As we all
compete for funding for our critical projects, we just keep falling further
behind. The Infrastructure Report Card has been a critical tool in our arsenal to demonstrate the results of inadequate funding. This program
will be moderated by Yaz Emrani of Hall and Foreman, ASCE’s Co-Chair
for the California Infrastructure Report Card. The Report Card will be
issued in late February, 2012, and you won’t want to miss the results!
Monthly Luncheon Programs:
Time:
4th Thursday of the month (Unless otherwise noted)
11:30 am - 12:00 pm Registration
12:00pm—1:15 Lunch & Program
Location:
The Centre at Sycamore Plaza
5000 Clark Avenue • Lakewood • California
Cost:
$40 members • $45 non-members • $55 all walk-ins
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED
RSVP:
To register, go to http://southernca.apwa.net
For additional information contact
Beth George: T: 951-264-1684 F: 909-796-7675
E: bgeorge@converseconsultants.com
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