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Complete Street Seminar set for March 17, 2011 at Lakewood’s Centre 

Commencing January 1, 2011, Cities must comply with the 
―California Complete Streets Act of 2008‖ (AB 1358) signed 
into law on September 30, 2008 by Governor Schwar-
zenegger.  The bill requires ―that the legislative body of a 
city or county, upon any substantive revision of the circula-

tion element of the 
general plan, modify 
the circulation ele-
ment to plan for a bal-
anced, multimodal 
transportation network 
that meets the needs 
of all users of streets, 
roads, and highways, 
defined to include 

motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, children, persons with 
disabilities, seniors, movers of commercial goods, and us-
ers of public transportation, in a manner that is suitable to 
the rural, suburban, or urban context of the general plan.‖

 

 

What are complete 
streets, and com-
plete streets poli-
cies?  Complete 
streets are de-
signed and oper-
ated to enable safe 
access for all users. Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and 
transit riders of all ages and abilities must be able to safely 
move along and across a complete street.  Creating com-
plete streets means transportation agencies must change 
their orientation toward building primarily for cars. Institut-
ing a complete streets policy ensures that transportation 
agencies routinely design and operate the entire right-of-
way to enable safe access for all users. Places with com-
plete streets policies are making sure that their streets and 

roads work for driv-
ers, transit users, 
pedestrians, and 
bicyclists, as well as 
for older people, 
children, and people 
with disabilities.   

Seminar Sponsored by: 

Who Should Attend?  

Policy Makers, City & County PW 
and CD staff, and consultants. 

Topics of Discussion: 
Community Readiness 
Traffic Characterization 
Environmental Considerations 
Identify Needed Policy Changes 
Engineering Considerations 

March 17, 2011 
Lakewood’s Centre 
at Sycamore Plaza 
5000 Clark Avenue, Lakewood 
Register at socalapwa.net 
Sponsorships available ! 

8:00 am-8:30 am Registration 
8:30 am-11:30am  Complete Streets Basics & Policies 
11:30 am-1:30pm Luncheon and Keynote Speaker 
1:30 – 3:00pm    Engineering & Technical issues 
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Wow!  Time sure flies!  As my 
presidency comes to an end, I 
look back starting last December.  
One of the first things I did, as 
my term approached, was to 

meet with several past presidents to pick 
their brains and learn from their experi-
ences.  One of them told me that the term 
would come to an end sooner than ex-
pected and how true that is.  As I look 
back these twelve months, I think of 
what‘s been accomplished during my 
term.  Of course, I don‘t take credit for all 
that has been done.  The credit goes to 
the dedicated members of our Chapter.   
 
In early 2010, planning began for the 
2012 Congress to be held in Anaheim.  
Thanks to Natalie Meeks and Jeff Coo-
per, Co-Chairs of the Congress Manage-
ment Committee, 14 Committees are 
working on various activities to enhance 

the 2012 Congress.  We want to make this the most 
eventful and memorable experience for our members.  
I want to personally thank Natalie and Jeff for their 
leadership and guidance.  Also, I would like to thank 
all our members who volunteered to serve either as a 
Co-Chair or as member of one of the committees.  
Making this a successful event requires lots of volun-
teers and funding.  While all of the volunteers 
are doing a fantastic job, I want to personally 
recognize our Co-Chairs of the Fundraising 
and Finance Committee, Dino D‘Emilia and 
Mark Vukojevic.  Their duties are the most 
challenging and most important.    
 
In September 2010, the Golf Committee, 
Chaired by George Jurica, held a very suc-
cessful fundraiser for 2012 Congress which 
generated over $25,000.  It was the best tour-
nament the chapter ever had.  Special thanks 
to our Golf Committee.  Our golfer members 
can look forward to at least two more golf tour-
naments before 2012 Congress. 
 
Another outstanding achievement this year has 
been the Newsletter.  Lisa Rapp, Newsletter 
Editor, has done an outstanding job, as well as 
her committee.  As I write this article, this will 

be the fourth edition of the 
year.  Our plan is to submit 
the Newsletter for an award to 
National in March 2012, and I would be disappointed 
if it did not receive an award. 
 
Another successful Streets and Technology Confer-
ence was held in April 2010.  This event is one of the 
major educational opportunities, as well as a signifi-
cant fundraiser for the Chapter.  Over 130 attended 
the conference and the feedback received from the 
surveys was good to excellent.  $20,000 was netted in 
revenue which really helps chapter operations and 
our fundraising efforts. 
 
In closing, I‘d liked to welcome our incoming presi-
dent, Dino D‘Emilia and the Officers and Board as the 
plan for another successful year.  I‘m sure Dino will do 
an outstanding job.  I look forward to staying involved 
with APWA as Past President and as Co-Chair of the 
Technical Tours/Transportation Committee for Con-
gress 2012.  
 
Thank you for your support in 2010, have a wonderful 
holiday season and see you in January for the 13

th
 

Annual Dinner Dance and Casino Night when we 
celebrate the Chapter‘s 60

th
 Anniversary. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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Farewell and Thanks to All 

http://www.footballfanatics.com/?partner_id=980
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SOCAL CHAPTER EVENTS 
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Advertize in APWA the Southern 
 California Chapter Newsletter 

  Circulation - 1,300+ 

   2011 Rates — same as 2010! 

Ad Size 1 Issue 4 Issues 

1/4 Page $150 $500 

1/2 Page $300 $1000 

Bus. Card $100 $325 

Full Page $750 $2500 

Job Ad-Mbr $50 - 

Job Ad-Nonmbr $100 - 

For more information: 
Ken Montgomery at 949-857-1478 
Lisa Rapp at 562-866-9771 X2500 
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SOCAL CHAPTER EVENTS 

On Thursday, September 23, 2010, 141 golfers took to the 
links to show their golf skills.  The shotgun went off at 12 
noon, and all 141 golfers headed to their assigned holes to 
begin a wonderful afternoon of golf at sunny Anaheim Hills 
Golf Course.  A great day of golf and fellowship was had 
by all in attendance.  Over $25,000 was raised to support 
the Congress 2012 effort on an absolutely perfect day.  
Thank you to all who played, attended or volunteered! 
 
The day kicked off with a putting derby between Los Ange-
les County Public Works Director Gail Farber and Ana-
heim Public Works Director Natalie Meeks.  Participants 
guessed the number of strokes and who would be the win-
ner.  Good sports Gail and Natalie putted through a maze 
with a golf ball, a hockey puck, and finally a marshmallow.  
Natalie was victorious but Gail held her own, and everyone 
had fun cheering them on.  The lucky winner was Cory 
Bersch of PENCO Engineering, with a prize of 100 tickets 
for the raffle. 
 
Team prizes were awarded for 1st, 2nd, & 3rd low gross.  
There were fine individual performances as well.  Jeanne 
Slomanson took the ladies longest drive on Hole #15 while 
Francesca Fuentes made it closest to the pin on Hole #17.  
For the men, Mark Molina, Dan DeWitt, and Bradley 
Waldrop took closest to the pin on Holes #5, #7, and #13 
respectively.  Power hitter Kevin Patch smashed the long-
est drive on Hole #15. 
 
The day‘s festivities were capped off with a tasty BBQ din-
ner, along with the Live and Silent Auctions, and the Tour-
nament Raffle.  43 raffle prizes were drawn including golf 
clubs and gear, restaurant gift cards, tools, wine,  and 
electronics.  The evening finished off to everyone‘s delight 
with the drawing of the Grand Prize – a 40 inch HDTV, 
donated by Anaheim Disposal.  The lucky winner was 
none other than Santa Ana‘s Deputy City Engineer Souri 
Amirani! 
 
This year‘s event was successful due to the support of our 
sponsors.  We had 12 sponsored foursomes – AECOM, 
Anderson Penna, Butier Engineering, Bureau Veritas, 
HDR, Huitt-Zollars,  Marina Landscape, PENCO Engineer-
ing, Silvia Construction, Twining, Willdan, and Winzler & 
Kelly.  We also had two sponsored twosomes - Hardy & 
Harper Asphalt Paving and Republic Services. 

Lunch was sponsored by Albus-Keefe & Associates, Butier 
Engineering, NMG Geotech, and ValleyCrest Landscape 
Maintenance.  The following companies sponsored tees: 
Clean City, Crafco, Econix, Fuscoe Engineering, Kreuzer 
Consulting Group, LaBelle Marvin, Leighton, Lynn Ca-
pouya, Petrochem Manufacturing, and Psomas. 
 
The Hole-In-One prizes were sponsored by KTGY Group, 
RBF Consulting, and Griffin Structures.  The Closest-to-
Pin prizes were sponsored by Altec Industries, Mariposa 
Landscapes, Mobile Concrete, and Tangram Interiors.  
The Longest Drive prizes were sponsored by Mariposa 
Landscapes, Transystems, and West Coast Arborists.  
The Raffle prizes were sponsored by Kimley-Horn and 
Associate and Twining.  And the Golfer‘s Goody Bags 
were sponsored by California Property Specialist, City of 
Anaheim, and Willdan.   
 
Numerous raffle prizes, silent auction items and live auc-
tion items were donated by George Jurica, Knott‘s Berry 
Farm, EDCO, Dad Miller Golf Course, Anaheim Hills Golf 
Course, Anaheim Disposal, the Los Angeles Angels of 
Anaheim, Rosemead Oil, Southern California Edison, Pala 
Resort and Casino, CW Driver, Green River Golf Club, 
South Bay Foundry, City of Lakewood, City of Anaheim, 
Joe Blum, and West Coast Arborists.  Thanks to all of our 
sponsors and donors for your generous support! 
 
Special thanks go out to the Golf Tournament Committee 
chaired by George Jurica of PENCO Engineering, Inc.  
The members of the Committee were:  Dan DeBassio, 
Mike Ogle, and Rudy Emmami – City of Anaheim, Gary 
Johnson – Johnson Verclift LLC, Joe Blum – Butier Engi-
neering, Lance Grindle – LA County PW, Michelle Olinger 
Jolly – Petrochem Marketing, Roy Bulter – Retired, Sa-
brina Tomas – PENCO Engineering, Lisa Ann Rapp and 
Sherri Harris - City of Lakewood, Lynne Cooper - CW 
Driver, and Maureen Lull – APWA SoCal Chapter. 
 
The Committee is already hard at work planning the 2011 
Tournament, likely in late September.  We will have a 
―Save the Date‖ announcement soon, and please consider 
being a sponsor when you are thinking about your budget 
for next year! 

APWA Golfers Have Great Day at Anaheim Hills 
LISA ANN RAPP l CHAPTER PAST-PRESIDENT, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS l CITY OF LAKEWOOD 

141 Golfers raised over $25,000 to support the SoCal Chapter’s effort to bring APWA Interna-
tional Congress to Anaheim in 2012 with a wonderful day of golf and fellowship. 
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The 2012 APWA International Public Works Congress & 
Exposition is a year and half away and the planning is in 
full swing.  The last issue of the newsletter talked about the 
10 reasons to volunteer for a 2012 Congress Committee.  
And the one to remember is that ―It is the ultimate network-
ing opportunity‖.  Participating and attending a National 
Congress can be very rewarding and with the 2012 Con-
gress in our own backyard, it‘s definitely going to be special 
and one not to miss. To keep you informed on the progress 
of the Congress and it committees, each newsletter will 
feature an article on one of the 2012 committees.  Our first 
2012 Committee Feature is on the Fundraising and Fi-
nance Committee. 
 

Why raise funds?  The Fundraising and Finance Commit-
tee is hard at work preparing for the 2012 Congress.  The 
monies raised by the SoCal Chapter will be used to fund 
tours, events, transportation, coordination and most impor-
tantly the hospitality and receptions that identify this as a 
Southern California event.  You may have noticed that 
each Chapter that hosts a National Congress ―rolls out the 
red carpet‖ for all the attendees, creating a sense of place 
and destination for visitors and setting the field for a fun 
event.  This is ―our‖ opportunity to show the rest of the 
country what Southern California is like, why we love it 
here, and how we do things differently.  And let‘s not forget 
good ‗ol camaraderie and competition between the APWA 
Chapters.  The So Cal Chapter has set a goal for the 2012 
Congress of $250,000 and we have been fortunate to have 
donations and funds raised close to $80,000. 
 

Invest in Public Works and APWA 2012!  Every dollar 
invested in Infrastructure (Public Works) generates a 500% 
return on investment. Investments in Infrastructure include 
everything from capital construction, physical maintenance 
and personal investments (your time, your money, and your 
passion) in Public Works.  It may be easy to suggest that 
elected officials should invest in infrastructure, but we have 
to ask ourselves – are we doing our part.  Walt Disney said:  
―Do what you do so well that they will want to see it again 
and bring their friends.‖ 
 

Sponsorship opportunities are available!  We need the 
help of the entire public works community. This includes 
major organizations, professional consultants, utilities, ser-
vice and equipment suppliers, contractors and others who 
benefit from public work activities.  Your firm/company is 
among that group that receives these benefits while provid-
ing valuable services to the public works industry.  2012 
Congress in Anaheim is an exceptional opportunity to 
 

 

showcase your firm‘s commitment to public works while at 
the same time giving back to the industry.    You will be 
given special recognition that begins as soon as the spon-
sorship commitment is received and culminates at Con-
gress.  Take a look at the sponsorship ad on this page and 
our 2012 website for sponsor levels, flexible payment op-
portunities and recognition benefits. 
 

Personal donations help, too.  Here is another pitch for 
personal donations.  Why?  Let‘s do the math.  If every So-
Cal APWA member donated $50 per year for 3 years (likely 
tax deductable), for a total of $150, that would generate 
$210,000.  This is your personal investment in the future of 
Public Works.  Better days are ahead in the summer of 
2012.  The Public Works industry will be riding a new 
―wave‖ and you could be ―catching the wave‖ as well.  Your 
personal support will let firms and companies know we are 
serious about this event.  It will also tell your peers that you 
are committed to APWA because each personal donor will 
be listed in the future So-Cal APWA newsletters. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Dino D‖Emilia, 
Vice President of Anderson-Penna at dde-
milia@andpen.com or Mark Vukojevic, Anaheim City Engi-
neer at mvukojevic@anahiem.net  

FUNDRAISING FOR CONGRESS 2012 IN ANAHEIM IN FULL SWING 
MARK VUKOJEVIC l CITY ENGINEER l ANAHEIM 

DINO D’EMILA l VICE PRESIDENT l ANDERSON PENNA 

Investing your personal or corporate support in the SoCal 
fundraising effort for the 2012 APWA Congress is an in-
vestment in your future and your employee‘s future.  

mailto:ddemilia@andpen.com
mailto:ddemilia@andpen.com
mailto:mvukojevic@anahiem.net
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2012 CONGRESS 

CONGRESS 2012 PROMOTIONAL VIDEO  
AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES 

APWA Southern California Chapter members and associ-
ates are encouraged to obtain a copy of the 2012 Congress 
and Exposition promotional video and show it to colleagues 
and interested groups, said Congress 2012 Publicity Com-
mittee Co-chairs Trish Pietrzak and Cora Jackson-Fossett.  
"It features local public works operations of interest and will 
generate interest and help secure donations for the 2012 
Anaheim event," the Co-chairs added.   
 

The video made its debut at the recent annual Chapter 
Awards Luncheon, where Chapter officials and the Publicity 
Committee disclosed information on how to obtain a copy. 
Contact Trish Pietrzak at 310-995-9800 or 
trish@platinumprsolutions.com; or Cora Jackson-Fossett at 
213-978-0319 or cora.jackson@lacity.org, for details or if 
more information is needed.   
 

During its last meeting, the Publicity Committee also dis-
cussed developing a short script about the 2012 Confer-
ence, for use at upcoming Chapter meetings and to gener-
ate interest and help secure donations, as well.  The video 
also will be presented at next years Congress and Exposi-
tion in Denver, during the closing general session. 
 

Along with the Co-chairs, Maureen Lull, Richard Lee, Chris 
Hooke, Martha Strickland, and Tonya Compton are current 
Publicity Committee members.  Sub-committees include 
graphic design, media relations, finance, and outreach to 
public agencies, private firms, and trade organizations. 
 

Sponsorship collateral materials, including handouts and 
brochures, were expected to be finalized and ready for dis-
tribution by the end of December, reports the Finance sub-
committee.  Materials distributed via U.S. mail.  
  

"Ask friends of APWA and industry colleagues to donate a 
minimum of $50 for the 2012 conference," the Co-chairs 
add.  "However, stress that there is no limit to contributions."  
 
 
 
 

The Microsite subcommittee continues to develop our own 
website for Congress 2012 and to identify useful information 
and make recommendations for the site, which is now in 
development.  The subcommittee hopes to have our Con-
gress website up in early 2011.  
  

"Building attendance at the 2012 Congress and increasing 
awareness is the Committees primary aim," the Co-chairs 
say.  To accomplish this, members will support local media 
prior to the event as well as on-site support in the press of-
fice.   
    

Next scheduled monthly meeting is in January.  Format is a 
10 a.m. conference call on designated Tuesday, to be deter-
mined.  Call-in info and agenda are emailed in advance to 
Committee members.  Conference timeline of activities are 
discussed. Members receive a copy of the timeline in ad-
vance of the meeting. 
 
"Interested local chapter members should volunteer," the Co
-chairs note. "APWA membership is desired but not re-
quired."  

 

mailto:trish@platinumprsolutions.com
mailto:cora.jackson@lacity.org
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APWA 

SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 

CHAPTER 
 

CONGRATULATES 
 

 2010 WINNERS 

The Southern California Chapter of American Public Works Association honored our BEST Award Winners 
on December 9, 2010.  Chapter members submitted applications in twelve categories from agencies in four 
size categories.  Top Public Works Leaders in both the public and private sector were nominated, as well as 
Legislator of the Year. 
  
The categories included Buildings, Creative and Innovative Projects, Drainage and Storm Water Quality, Fa-
cilities, Public Works Management, Recreational and Athletic Facilities, Sustainability, Transportation, Water 
and Wastewater, Community Outreach, Employee Recognition, and School Outreach. 
 
The Awards Committee evaluated projects from agencies of similar size against the following criteria:  
 

significant positive impact on the community,  
enhanced community service or contributed to a quality of life enhancement or improvement for 

  the public, 
communication and cooperation among the managing agency, consultant, contractor, and other  

 agencies resulted in a successful project, 
promoting awareness of protecting the environment or improving aging infrastructure, 
cost and schedule effectiveness, project budget, customer satisfaction, project quality, 
unique features in planning, process, design, or construction, 
fulfilling a community need, 
aesthetics, visual appearance, community appeal, and 
contribution to an improvement in the quality of life for residents or the public. 

 
Top Leader nominees were evaluated for their career service to the public works profession. 
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2010 CONGRESS 11th Annual BEST Awards 

Public Works Top Leader - Public Sector 

 LISA  ANN RAPP 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS CITY OF LAKEWOOD 
 

Lisa Rapp is a dedicated public works professional who brings enthusiasm, innovation and excel-
lence to everything in which she is involved. Not only has she demonstrated her outstanding skill 
as a public works professional on projects such as the $21M renovation of the Lakewood Sher-
riff‘s Station – she has dedicated herself to giving back to her profession working countless hours 
on state and regional issues for the League of California Cities, the Gateway COG, and APWA.   
She has held offices, analyzed legislation, chaired committees and served as a significant re-
source.  As past President of the Southern California Chapter, she took on the newsletter, helping 
to transform it into a 32 page quarter publication.  Lisa has served the City of Lakewood for the 
past 20 years, 14 of them as Director of Public Works.  In March 2010, Lisa was honored with the 
James L. Martin Award from the League of California Cities for her career contributions and 
achievements in the Public Works field.  She holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engi-
neering from the University of Southern California. 

TOM HERBEL, P.E. 
SENIOR MANAGER URS CORPORATION 

 

Tom Herbel is currently serving as an APWA board member and the Chair for the APWA Streets 
and Technology Committee.  In addition, Mr. Herbel serves as a public works commissioner in the 
City of Huntington Beach.  Tom has significant experience in the area of transportation infrastruc-
ture and has provided his leadership to numerous local cities and counties.  One of the most note-
worthy of his accomplishments includes being the project lead for the $30 million award winning 
Arbor on El Toro Road Traffic and Landscape Improvements project for the City of Lake Forest.  
This multi-faceted project included defining an urban design theme and design of streetscape im-
provements; traffic signalization and interconnect systems design; improved ramp efficiency at the 
I-5; right-of-way engineering and acquisition services; and public information and community in-
volvement services.  Tom is a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, the American 
Public Works Association, and the American Council of Engineering Companies.  Tom is a regis-
tered civil engineer with more than 23 years of experience in the planning, design, and project 
management of public works infrastructure.  He holds a BS in Civil Engineering from California 
State University Long Beach. 

ANGELA NEUMANN 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/MARKETING COORDINATOR KOA CORPORATION 
 

Angela graduated from Harvard University with a Bachelor's degree in biology in 2001. After a 
brief stint conducting clinical research for an FDA trial at Los Angeles Orthopaedic Hospital, she 
shifted her focus from medicine to public works.  Angela joined CBM Consulting (now part of 
KOA Corporation) as an Assistant Contract Administrator in 2002.  After less than a year she 
was promoted to Administrative Director, taking charge of all aspects of business management 
for the firm including accounting, contract administration, business development, and human re-
sources. When KOA Corporation and CBM merged in 2009 she took on the additional title of 
Marketing Coordinator.  Angela has been an active member of the So Cal Chapter Program 
Committee since 2005. She was Chair of the Program Committee in 2007 & 2008 and has 
served as Co-Chair of the Dinner Dance Committee for the past 2 years. She was also honored 
with the So Cal Chapter President's Award in 2007.  Originally from Massachusetts, Angela has 
called Hermosa Beach her home for the past 9 years. In her free time she enjoys photography, 
baking cupcakes, and riding her beach cruiser on the Strand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Works Top Leader - Private Sector 

Public Works Young Leader - Private Sector 
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City of Buena Park 

Buena Park Police Headquarters 
 
Buena Park‘s Police Department took a major and 
progressive step forward when it moved from its old 
1963 facility and into its new headquarters December 
3, 2009, two‐weeks ahead of schedule. Designed to 

complement the existing Civic Center, the new 66,000‐square‐foot, two‐story facility includes a 
Type‐I jail, police dispatch center, onsite firing range, training facility, Emergency Operations 
Center, evidence storage, crime laboratory, physical training center, locker room, community and 
briefing rooms, administrative offices, and secured parking. 

 

BUILDINGS 
 

County of Los Angeles 

La Crescenta Library 
 

The project included a new two-story 15,010-square-
foot library facility to replace an existing 4,300-square
-foot existing library built in 1970. The new library 
includes a large adult reading area, a community 
meeting room to seat 100 people, small group study 
rooms, a teen area for middle and high school students, a children‘s area with dedi-
cated storytelling and programming space, express-service checkout machines at the 
customer service desk, public access computers with internet access, and an expanded 
collection of 81,000 books and other library materials. 
 

City of Tustin 

Tustin Public Library 
 
The City of Tustin‘s new 32,000‐square‐foot main library is 
not only green and sustainable, but is also the largest and 
most technologically‐advanced branch in the Orange County 
Public Library system. Completing Tustin‘s Civic Center, the 
single‐story library features an adult computer section, teen‐
zone, children‘s area of the library including a story‐time room and Homework Center, computer 

lab, meeting and study rooms, outdoor reading patios, Professional Training Facility/
Community Room, and Friends of the Library Bookstore. 
 

City of Moreno Valley 

Emergency Operations Center 

Contact: David P. Howard at 
dhoward@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Consultant: Carde Ten Architects 
Contractor: PWCI 

Budget: $14.9 million 

Moreno Valley‘s Emergency Operations Center 
is located within the City‘s Civic Center complex. 
The state-of-the-art EOC provides centrally lo-
cated, well-coordinated management of all emer-

gency response services within the City. The two-story, 8000 sq. ft. building was de-
signed as an ―essential facility‖ to meet the classification under all applicable codes and 
criteria for Emergency Management functions. Prior to its construction, the EOC was 
housed at City Hall and the Public Safety Building in cramped quarters. 

Contact: Prem Kumar at premk@moval.org  
Architect:  DLR Group/WWCOT 
Contractor: United Contractors Company, Inc. 
Budget: $4.5 million 

Contact:  cshingleton@tustinca.org 
Architect: Field Paoli 

Contractor: JKK 
Cost: $29 million 

Contact:  Jim Biery at jbiery@buenapark.com 
Architect: LPA, Inc. 
Contractor: McCarthy Building Company 
Cost: $38.6 million 
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2012 CONGRESS 

CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE 
 City of San Juan Capistrano 

Tri-City Savers Committee 
 

Tri-City Water Savers was created 5 years ago when staff 
from Dana Point, San Clemente, San Juan Capistrano and 
South Coast Water District, already working closely on storm 
water, urban runoff, and water conservation programs, de-
cided to pool their resources. Together the Tri-City Water Sav-
ers have developed and shared outreach materials, public 
education materials, developed ordinances, and hosted semi-
nars to educate HOAs, plumbers, the hospitality industry, and 
landscapers on water conservation and urban runoff reduction. 
 

City of Corona 

Main and Citron Traffic Signal Project 

County of Los Angeles & Hermosa Beach 

Hermosa Beach Infiltration Trench 
 
The Hermosa Infiltration project is a pilot project to demonstrate 
the effectiveness of subsurface infiltration of low flows from storm 
drain outfalls at the beach. The project incorporates an innovative 
yet simple method of treating and infiltrating dry weather low-flows 
from an existing storm drain into beach sand. Dry weather low 
flow is diverted from Pier Ave. storm drain to a pretreatment 
chamber for removal of trash, sediments, oils and then diverted 
into a series of subsurface modular detention basins (1000 LF) 
for infiltration along the beach sand area. 
 

 

City of Santa Monica 

Pier Storm Drain and Water Quality Improvement Project 
 

This combination of projects was implemented to improve over-
all beach water quality around the Santa Monica Pier. It included 
the reconstruction of the storm drain outlet structure, the re-
placement of 300 lineal feet of old corrugated metal pipe with 
HDPE pipe, and the construction of a new low flow diversion 
structure. In conjunction with this project, bird deterrent strate-
gies were implemented including installation of bird spikes, sonic 
devices, bird netting and contraceptive bird feeding. 
 

11th Annual BEST Awards 

DRAINAGE AND STORM WATER QUALITY 

Contact: Nasser Albaszadeh  at 
nabbaszadeh@sanjuancapistrano.org 

Contact: Zahid Atashzay at 
zatashza@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Designed:  LA County PW Design Div. 
Contractor: Clark Contracting, Inc. 

Budget: $600,000 

Contact: Lee Swain at 
lee.swain@smgov.net 
Consultant: RBF Consulting 
Contractor: KEC Engineering 
Cost: $2.1 million 

The Main and Citron Traffic Signal 
project was constructed using a 
Safe Routes To School (SR2S) 
state grant with the objective of in-

creasing the safety of the numerous children who walk and bike to school along this 
route.  This traffic signal is truly unique in that it is the first in the country that supple-
ments the required power with solar energy generated by the largest solar powered 
bus shelter tied into the electric grid. 

Contact: Clint Herrera at clint.herrera@ci.corona.ca.us 
Design Engineer: Willdan Engineering & Solade Concepts 
Contractor: Calif Prof Engineering, Inc. & Solade Concepts 
Cost: $307,000 
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FACILITIES 
 

City of Stanton 

Stanton PW Maintenance Yard 
 

Stanton‘s Public Works Department recently moved 
into its new Corporate Yard facility located on Pacific 
Street. The City began planning this project five years 
ago to replace the outdated city yard. Opened in May 
2010, the project features a 6,000‐square‐foot admini-
stration building, emergency operations center, 8,000‐square‐foot warehouse, vehicle 
maintenance bays with canopy structures, and fueling station on a 1.5‐acre site. The 
new facility provides optimized and efficient space for all departmental functions. 
 

City of Santa Monica 

Big Blue Bus Facility Expansion 
 

The Big Blue Bus Facility Expansion Project fea-
tures a new 66,000 sq. ft. maintenance facility and 
site parking to accommodate the expanding fleet 
of alternative fuel buses.  The project also incor-
porates many sustainable features including an 
urban runoff system, a drought tolerant land-
scape, solar panels, and 21 open service bays to 
capture the natural breeze and sunlight.   

City of Santa Ana 

Cabrillo Tennis Center Clay Court 
 
This project involved the construction of a red clay ten-
nis court at the Cabrillo Tennis Center, a tennis com-
plex located on the eastern edge of the city. Improve-
ments included lighting, fencing and a subsurface irri-
gation system. This court installation advances the 
Center‘s master plan, which calls for a total of twelve courts. Nine standard concrete 
courts existed; the addition of this court, the first made of clay, provided a tenth. 
 

City of Pasadena 

Rose Bowl Recycling Program 

PUBLIC WORKS MANAGEMENT 

Contact: Miriam Mulder at 
Miriam.mulder@smgov.net  

Consultant: Hellmuth, Obata & Kassabaum 
Contractor: Morley Construction 

Budget: $80 Million 

 

Contact: Nick Guilliams at 
 nguilliams@ci.stanton.ca.us 

Architect: Gillis and Panichapan 
Contractor: Camco Pacific Const. Co. 

Cost: $6.2 million 

Contact: Jason Gabriel at  
jgabriel@santa-ana.org  

Design: Santa Ana Public Works 
Contractor: Saviano Company, Inc. 

Budget: $165,000 

The City of Pasadena Public Works De-
partment is the driving force behind the 
Rose Bowl Stadium‘s football season 
recycling program. Through a partner-

ship with the LA Conservation Corps, Diamond Cleaning and SCS Engineers and grant 
funds from the California Department of Conservation, Division of Recycling, recycling 
has increased year after year with 339,173 pounds of single-serve recycling containers 
and 12,000 pounds of cardboard diverted in the 2009 season alone. 

Contact:  Gabriel Silva at gsilva@cityofpasadena.net 
Consultant:  SCS Engineers 
Contractor:  LA Conservation Corps 
Project Cost:  $53,000 annual  
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RECREATION AND ATHLETIC FACILITIES 
 

City of Ontario 

Ontario Soccer Park 
 

The 20-acre soccer park consists of two synthetic turf tournament fields, and five natu-
ral turf fields. A pedestrian promenade extends along the tournament fields and in-
cludes shade structures, terraced seating, and an elevated pedestrian concourse with 
ADA accessible viewing areas. The facility includes a central snack bar, restroom, 
equipment storage building, fabric-shaded picnic shel-
ters and a maintenance facility. The synthetic fields 
utilize tournament level lighting. The other five fields 
have practice-level lighting for night play. 

 

Port of Los Angeles 

22nd Street Park 
 
The project is a recently constructed 18 acre public park built on a former tank farm in 
San Pedro, California. The park is bordered by a pedestrian walkway, it includes a 
great lawn, connections to bike trails, public restrooms, landscaping, two bocce ball 
courts, picnic areas, a parking lot, drought tolerant landscaping, shade trees, reclaimed 
water irrigation, benches, drinking fountains, and 
lighting. The facility provides passive recreation to 
the local community. 
 

City of Lakewood 

Boyar Park Activity Building Replacement Project 
 

With its craftsman design, the Boyar Park Activity 
Building Replacement Project is a showplace for inno-
vation park building design. There are very few parks 
like Boyar in a region that offers such a variety of out-
door experiences and leisure opportunities in a city 
setting. This unique facility provides a place to area residents, which promotes admira-
tion and an understanding of recreation and leisure. The activity building is a great 
place for fun and relaxation. 
 

Contact: June Anderson at 
Juanders@lakewoodcity.org 

Architect:  Meyer & Assoc. 
Contractor: GMI Construction 

Budget: $2.3 Million 

Contact: Mohamed El-Amamy at 
Melamamy@ci.ontario.ca.us 

Consultant: RJM Design Group 
Contractor: Sierra Landscape 

Cost: $10,750,000 

Contact: Chris Grossi at cgrossi@portla.org 
Consultant: Kammeyer and Assoc. 

Contractor: Griffith  
Cost: $6.8 million 

City of San Juan Capistrano 

Los Rios Park 
 

San Juan Capistrano‘s Los Rios Park is located in the heart of the Los Rios Historic 
District, and was designed to blend into the historical architecture.   It has become 
the hub of the entire mission district and is 
used as a staging area by the community, visi-
tors to the mission, downtown shopping area 
and the historic Montanez Adobe. While being 
environmentally sustainable and educational, 
there are trails, walking paths, picnic areas 
and a tot lot. 

Contact: Khoon Tran at 
KTran@Sanjuancapistrano.org 
Consultant: David Volz Design  

Contractor: Environmental Consultants,  Inc.  
Cost: $3.5 million  
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TRANSPORTATION 
 

City of West Hollywood 

Sunset Strip Beautification Project 
 

Sunset Boulevard, also known as ―The Sunset Strip‖ 
in true West Hollywood style is one of the most fa-
mous and iconic streets in the world. This project 
enhanced the pedestrian experience on the boule-
vard with curb bump outs, high visibility crosswalks, 
replacing pedestrian signal heads to those that 
countdown, added medians, widened sidewalks where possible and replaced damaged 
sidewalks along boulevard. It also included upgrades to the traffic signal equipment, tree 
planting, and street repaving. 

City of Newport Beach 

River Avenue Pedestrian Coastal Access Improvements 
 

The City of Newport Beach, through an agreement with the California Coastal Commission, 
constructed pedestrian access improvements including new and wider sidewalks as well as 
enhanced landscaped parkways and bulbouts along River Avenue and several numbered 
streets as a community betterment and improved access experience to the beach. The im-
provements were achieved through a 7' street narrow-
ing of River Avenue. The existing 60' right of way con-
tained a 40' curb to curb width which was reduced to 
33'. The sidewalk widths on the numbered streets in-
creased from 3.5' to 5.5'. 

 

City of Santa Clarita 

Golden Valley Road Bridge 
 

The Golden Valley Road Bridge establishes a stra-
tegic roadway connection between Interstate 5 and 
State Route 14 through the City of Santa Clarita.  
Funded via a public-private partnership, including 
$18m of federal dollars, the Bridge includes two 
1100 foot long parallel haunched soffit box girder 
structures that carry six through traffic lanes and a 
Class I bicycle and pedestrian facility over the Santa 
Clara River. 

City of Anaheim 

Santa Ana Canyon Rd Landscape & Irrigation Improvements 
 
This project consisted of grading, constructing of an 8‘ 
wide trail of approximately one-mile, storm drain improve-
ments and 15‘-25‘ wide landscape parkways with an intelli-
gent irrigation system. This project was needed to elimi-
nate the blighting influence of no parkway landscape and 
to bring a multipurpose equestrian trail for a safer and aes-

thetically pleasing path for the pedestrians, bicyclists and 
students walking. It also serves as a water quality bio swale 

for runoff from the road. 

Contact: Patric Arciniega at  
parciniega@city.newport-beach.ca.us 

Consultant: Civil Works Engineers 
Contractor:  Golden State Constructors 

Cost: $1.143 Million 

Contact: Hoon Hahn at 
 hhahn@santa-clarita.com 

Consultant: Dokken Engineering 
Contractor:  CC Meyers 

Cost: $26 Million 

 

Contact: Rudy Emami at  
remami@anaheim.net 

Consultant: RJM Design Group 
Contractor:  Marima Landscape, Inc. 

Cost: $430,000 

 

Contact: Donn Uyeno at @ 
duyeno@weho.org 

Design Consultant: Harris & Associates  
Contractor: Sequel Contractors, Inc.   

Cost: $5.4 million  
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City of Los Angeles 

Central Avenue Constituent Service Center 
 

The Central Avenue Constituent Service Center is a 9,300 sq-
ft facility located at 4301 S. Central Avenue in the south Los 
Angeles are, completed in the Spring of 2010. The two struc-
tures on the site are comprised of a 7,400 sq-ft public office 
building and a 1,900 sq-ft training room. The site includes the 
two structures, a public plaza, 30 parking spaces, and features 
sustainable design elements such as a 7,000sqft Vegetated 
(Green Roof), sun tracking solar panels, a storm-water cistern 
and a site fence that incorporates and vegetation. This project 
has been designed to meet the LEED Silver requirements. 

WATER and WASTEWATER 

City of West Hollywood 

Robot Sewer Inspection 
West Hollywood performed CCTV inspection using 
robotic equipment for 36,300 linear feet of sewer 
pipe. This new, innovative method of vdeo inspection 
enabled the City to mitigate traffic congestion, lost 
parking, and inconvenience to the public, while ob-
taining excellent quality pipe inspections. Use of the 
robotic video equipment was 30% lower in cost than 
use of traditional video cameras too. 

City of Glendale 

Water & Power Chevy Chase 968 Reservoir & Pump Replace-
ment Project 

Glendale needed to replace the existing 80-year-old 14.5 
Million Gallon Chevy Chase Reservoir and Pumping Sta-
tion due to seismic concerns. The original and new reser-
voir are fully buried reinforced concrete structures, and 
the new reservoir was built on the footprint of the original 
reservoir, located in a golf course under a fairway.  The Project‘s many complicated challenges 
included tight site, short construction schedule, traffic mitigation and unforeseen subsurface con-
ditions, such as contaminated perched groundwater.  

City of Burbank 

Burbank’s Sustainable Public Works Week 
The City of Burbank Public Works Department has been celebrating National Public 
Works Week for 50 years and 2010 was no exception, but this year had a whole new 
focus – zero waste. The planning committee made a commitment to dramatically re-
duce waste at the recognition picnic.  The result of a little planning was a 90 percent 
reduction in waste compared to 2009. In fact, the 185 attendees produced less than 
five pounds of total trash! 
 

SUSTAINABILITY 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION 

Contact: Ohaji Abdallah at 
ohaji.abdallah@lacity.org 

Consultant: Paul Murdoch 
Architects 

Contractor: CTP Construction 
Cost: $10 million 

Contact: Sharon Perlstein at 
 sperlstein@weho.org 

Consultant:  Brown & Caldwell  
Contractor:  Red Zone Robotics 

Cost: $150,000  

 

Contact: Gary Roepke at 
groepke@ci.glendale.ca.us 

Consultant:  Kennedy Jenks 
Contractor:  Sema Construction 

Cost: $32.5 million  

Contact:  Sherry Richardson at  
srichardson@ci.burbank.ca.us 

mailto:srichardson@ci.burbank.ca.us
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City of Glendale 

Open House 
The Glendale Public Works Department hosted the Open House at the Corporation 
Yard. Over 500 students, teachers and chaperones attended. The Open House in-
cluded tours of maintenance shops, equipment displays, public works themed games, 
and tool demonstrations. The objective of this event is to expose students to career 
opportunities and issues faced by the Public Works Department. The event helps gar-
ner community support for the important work 
the department does such as maintaining Glen-
dale‘s infrastructure. 
 

City of La Quinta‘s 

La Qunita’s NPWW Celebration Student Outreach Program 
 

On Thursday, May 20, 2010, the City of La Quinta, CA Public Works Department, in 
cooperation with La Quinta High School Counselors Carol Ramirez and Katherine 
Overley, hosted high school students considering engineering as their career to visit the 
department and participate in a presentation by Mayor Don Adolph and Public Works 
Director, Tim Jonasson. Eleven students participated 
in the summer intern volunteer program, volunteering 
an average of 28 hours of their time, shadowing staff 
and learning about Public Works.  

City of Los Angeles 

NPWW LAUSD Blue Bin and Engineering Presentations 
 

We used National Public Works Week as an opportunity to showcase our Los Angeles 
Unified School District Blue Bin Program. Two presentations reached nearly 200 stu-
dents in Reseda and North Hills. Later in the week, our civil engineering staff gave a 
talk and interactive demonstration to more than 30 second and third grade students in 

the LA's Best AfterSchool Program on the role of engi-
neering (building structures) in both public works and 
their daily lives. 
 

SCHOOL OUTREACH 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

PRESIDENT‘S AWARD 

Contact:  Tim Jonasson at 
tjonasson@la-quinta.org 

Contact:  Richard Lee at 
richard.lee@lacity.org 

Contact:  Shea Eccleston-Banwer at 
seccleston@ci.glendale.ca.us 

 

GEORGE JURICA 
RECIPIENT OF PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
George Jurica was awarded the President‘s Award by President George Alvarez for his out-
standing service to the SoCal Chapter.  Mr. Jurica is the Chair of the SoCal Chapter Golf Tour-
nament Committee and is principal of Penco Engineering, Inc.  The 2010 Golf Tournament was 
held at the Anaheim Hills Golf Course on September 23, 2010.  George and his committee did 
an exemplary job of organizing and fundraising; staging the best tournament APWA has held 
yet.  All proceeds were directed to the 2012 Congress fundraising effort.  144 golfers partici-
pated, raising $25,000 in profit.  George and his committee plan two more golf tournaments 
prior to Congress 2012.  President George and the Chapter members thank George Jurica for 
his leadership, dedication, commitment and hard work in serving the Chapter. 

mailto:tjonasson@la-quinta.org
mailto:richard.lee@lacity.org
mailto:seccleston@ci.glendale.ca.us
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EDITORIAL:  LEADERSHIP IN DIFFICULT TIMES 
CYNTHIA M. RUIZ l PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS l CITY OF LOS ANGELES  

Leadership is described as the 
ability of an individual to 
guide, influence and inspire 
the attitudes and actions of 
others in delivering accom-
plishments, results and suc-
cess. In difficult times, the key 
is to maintain optimism, ac-
count for organizational 
strengths and weaknesses, 
prepare for opportunities and 
threats, utilize available re-
sources strategically and most 

importantly, increase communication to internal and exter-
nal audiences. 
 

Today, as public works professionals, we are all experi-
encing the impacts of the global economic crisis and the 
adverse impacts on local operations, maintenance, morale 
and delivery of services. From an internal public works 
perspective, there are fewer resources, and in many 
cases, fewer staff working harder to oversee and manage 
public works infrastructure. From an external stakeholder 
perspective, politics and the recent high profile incidents of 
misconduct and malfeasance covered in the media have 
driven down public confidence and trust in government. By 
extension, the poor perception of government in general 
has damaged what the majority of civil servants have 
worked hard to uphold and protect—public trust. The result 
is a perception gap that must be addressed. 
  

As government and public works come under greater scru-
tiny, the perception gap grows wider with the harsh politi-
cal discourse and negative stories that seem to continue 
without pause. As a consequence, the message about 
how inextricably linked public works is to the quality of life 
is lost at kitchen table discussions. If the perception gap 
continues to widen, public attitudes will harden against 
further investments and funding for public works programs 
and projects until there is an emergency or disaster.  
 

Now is the time for everyone in the public works industry 
to unite and face the crisis of confidence head-on to close 
the perception gap. As in any crisis, leaders must find the 
opportunity to make a difference. Leaders can do so by 
staying in front of critical issues, being strong advocates 
and understanding that 90 percent of crisis response is 
strategic and effective communications. Leaders also can 
seek out new ways to leverage synergies, collaborations 
and partnerships to more powerfully promote the role and 
contribution of public works.  
 
 

Policy makers, stakeholders, key opinion leaders, media 
and the public should have greater knowledge about the 
extensive resources and services public works delivers in 
building, operating and maintaining roads, bridges, waste-
water treatment systems, sewers, storm drains and mu-
nicipal facilities among other critical services. The impor-
tance and relevance of public works must be strengthened 
by our words, voices and actions. 
 
Nationwide, the country has taken a tremendous hit with 
the loss of nearly five million jobs over the last two years. 
But as difficult as any renewal of the public works industry 
may seem, the work to restore public confidence and trust 
must begin with the benefits delivered by public works 
through all available communication channels. The objec-
tive would be to educate lawmakers and key stakeholder 
groups about the resources and services delivered by pub-
lic works programs and projects, and the possible conse-
quences of an aging infrastructure on quality of life. Public 
works is the foundation to public health, economic viability 
and environmental protection.  
 
We must all recognize that investment in public works is 
not a partisan issue, but a practical one that our collective 
future relies upon regardless of political beliefs. Not only 
do investments in public works address the issues of op-
erations and maintenance as well as creating jobs, they 
are vital to sustaining the quality of life. Public investments 
in public works are a win-win-win on the social, economic 
and environmental fronts. Communication efforts that pro-
mote the benefits, resources and services delivered by 
public works must be reborn with new energy to re-
establish and strengthen the value of public works and 
sustainable infrastructures. Each of us must be a voice for 
the public works industry to close the perception gap be-
tween politics and what is delivered. 
 
Ms. Ruiz was honored as APWA’s BEST Legislator of the 
Year 2006 and is a tireless advocate for Public Works pro-
jects and programs. 
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The Southern California Chapter has seventeen standing 
committees that do the regular work of our chapter.  These 
committees are staffed with dedicated volunteers who are 
passionate about their work.  Thank you to all who have 
served so diligently in 2010!  Many hands make light work! 
 
Awards – Chair, Tony Antich, formerly with Santa Monica.  
Members: Shahnawaz Ahmad, SA Associates; Diego Ca-
dena, Los Angeles County Public Works; Richard Lee, City 
of Los Angeles; Dean Lehman, Los Angeles County Public 
Works; Natalie Meeks, Anaheim; Pat Somerville, AECOM; 
Bonnie Teaford, Burbank, and Angela VonSlomski, Santa 
Monica. 
 
The Awards Committee sets the criteria for: Project of the 
Year, Top Public Leader, Top Private Leader, Top Young 
Leader, Legislator of the Year.  The committee also deter-
mines the award categories, develops the application form, 
reviews all applications, scores the applications to deter-
mine the winners, purchases award plaques, and assists 
with the Annual Awards ceremony and luncheon program. 
 
Career Guidance – Chair, Bonnie Teaford, Burbank.  Mem-
bers:  Dick Redmayne, Retired;  Diego Cadena, Los Ange-
les County Public Works;  Emma Ayala, Los Angeles 
County Public Works;  Gary Johnson, Johnson & Vercliff;  
George Alvarez and Sylvia Robles, Santa Ana;  Harvey Go-
bas, Psomas;  Lisa Rapp, Lakewood;  Maureen Lull, APWA 
SoCal;  Roy Butler, Retired;  Tony Olmos, Huntington 
Beach.  While this committee did not meet in 2010 due to a 
lack of funding for school field trips, it is seeking new mem-
bers in 2011 to assist in compiling materials for public works 
officials to use in their outreach efforts to schools throughout 
the chapter‘s region.  Interested parties should contact Bon-
nie Teaford at (818) 238-3921, or btea-
ford@ci.burbank.ca.us. 
 
Dinner Dance – Co-Chairs Shahnawaz Ahmad, SA Associ-
ates and Angela Neumann, KOA Corporation.  Members of 
the Annual Dinner Dance Committee assist with planning 
and conducting this annual social event held early each year 
at a unique and elegant venue.  Officers and Directors are 
installed at a gala which includes fine dining, entertainment, 
and casino night.  The 2010 event was held at The Madison 
in Long Beach, and the 2011 event is planned for The 
Grove in Anaheim.  The Black Tie Gala will celebrate the 
60th Anniversary of the Southern California Chapter of 
APWA.  Sponsorships are sought to help offset the cost of 
the evening. 
 
Diversity Committee – Chair, Cora Jackson-Fossett, Los 
Angeles.  Members: Joyce  Amerson. This committee ad-

vances the diversity issue of placing value on all individuals 
and the different perspectives of those individuals, and pro-
moting the process for all to feel included as part of the 
whole. Diversity includes race, gender, creed, age, life-style, 
national origin, disability, personality, educational back-
ground, and income level.  Members interested in writing 
diversity-related articles for the newsletter, recruiting speak-
ers for chapter events, or volunteering their ideas and tal-
ents are invited to join.  
 
Education – Chair, Pamela Manning, Los Angeles County 
Public Works.  Members: June Anderson and Konya Vivanti, 
Lakewood; Maureen Lull, APWA SoCal; and Tony Antich, 
formerly Santa Monica.  This committee coordinates learn-
ing opportunities through several venues: The most promi-
nent are the four modules of Public Works Institute which 
was recently certified by APWA National.  They host essen-
tial one day sessions such as Asphalt 101 and the Green-
book Seminar by working with the respective committees 
that have a concentration of information.  In addition, this 
committee responds and supports the National arm of edu-
cation by helping APWA National staff set up sessions in the 
Los Angeles area. 
 
Engineering & Technology Committee – Chair Tom Her-
bel, URS Corporation.  Members: Peter Bucknam (Co-
Chair), Bucknam & Associates; Amie Drotning and Harry 
Lorick, LA Consulting; George Alvarez, Tyrone Chesanek, 
and Sylvia Robles, Santa Ana; Gary Miller, RBF Consulting; 
Ghazala Khan, GK & Associates; Dick Redmayne, Retired; 
Khashayar Hadipour, Kleinfelder; Don McDougald, VA Con-
sulting; David Stuetzel, Hall & Foreman; Chi Ming Gong, 
Los Angeles; Cynthia Gomez, CPSI; and Wayne Richard-
son, Marrs Services.  This committee plans the Annual 
Streets & Technology Conference held at the Carson Com-
munity Center in April.  In 2010, the event raised $21,000 for 
the Chapter.  
 
Finance/Audit – Chair Harvey Gobas, Psomas.  Harvey 
has served as a committee of one.  He reviewed all of the 
Chapter‘s financial records and accounting to be sure that 
we are compliant with national and IRS rules, as well as 
good practices. 
 
GIS – Chair Ahmed Husain, City of Downey.  Members: 
Doug Abramson, RBF Consulting and  Meade Maleki, Spa-
tial Wave.  This committee plans, organizes and conducts 
an annual APWA GIS conference including the recruiting of 
speakers and keynoter.  Our last conference was conducted 
on September 30, 2010. 

 
Golf Tournament – Chair George Jurica, PENCO Engi-

2010 Chapter Committees make the SoCal Chapter Successful  

mailto:bteaford@ci.burbank.ca.us
mailto:bteaford@ci.burbank.ca.us
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COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT 

neering.  Members: Dan DeBassio, Mike Ogle, and Rudy 
Emmami, Anaheim; Gary Johnson, Johnson Verclift 
LLC; Joe Blum, Butier Engineering; Lance Grindle, LA 
County PW; Michelle Olinger Jolly, Petrochem Market-
ing; Roy Bulter, Retired; Sabrina Tomas, PENCO Engi-
neering; Lisa Ann Rapp and Sherri Harris, Lakewood; 
Lynne Cooper, CW Driver; and Maureen Lull, SoCal 
APWA.  This committee planned the 2010 golf tourna-
ment for 141 golfers at Anaheim Hills on September 23

rd
.  

$25,000 was raised to support the 2012 Congress fund-
raising effort. 
 
Greenbook – The Greenbook, Standard Plans, and the 
WATCH are owned by Public Works Standards, Inc. 
which is governed by a Board of Directors.  The majority 
of the seats on the Board are held by APWA members:  
President Ken Montgomery, Retired DPW; VP Gary 
Johnson, Johnson & VerCliff LLC; Treasurer Shahnawaz 
Ahmad, SA Associates; Director Tony Almos, Huntington 
Beach City Engr; and Director Mark Christoffels, Long 
Beach City Engr.  Contractor organizations are also rep-
resented on the BOD: Secretary Bernard Kamine, 
Kamine Collins & Phelps, P.C. from AGCC; Director 
Bruce Cooksey, J.F. Shea Construction, Inc. from ECA, 
Director Greg Erickson, Alcorn Fence Co. from SCCA.  
The final seat is held by the publisher Director Bill Ma-
honey, President, BNI Publications, Inc.  Erik Updyke, 
Los Angeles County Public Works, chairs the Greenbook 
Committee, tasked with keeping the publications up to 
date.  The Greenbook and its subcommittees will be de-
tailed in the next issue of Insight. 
 
Legislative Advocacy – Chair Jim Biery, Buena Park.  
Members: Shahnawaz Ahmad, SA Associates and Lisa 
Rapp, Lakewood.  This committee monitors legislation at 
the state and federal level, coordinates with other com-
patible organizations such as the League of California 
Cities, and participates in the APWA California State 
legislative committee.  
 
Membership - Chair Steve Marvin, LaBelle-Marvin, Inc.  
Members: Francesca Fuentes, Willdan; Tom Perez, Ir-
vine; and Marco Estrada, Pavement Recycling, Inc.  This 
committee is responsible for membership recruitment 
and retention. 
 
Newsletter – Chair Lisa Ann Rapp, Lakewood.  Mem-
bers: Shahnawaz Ahmad, SA Associates; Joyce Amer-
son, Irvine; Ann Derse, Willdan; Sherri Harris, Lake-
wood; Maureen Lull, APWA SoCal;, Syliva Robles, 
Santa Ana; Marie Marston, Civil Works Engineers; and 
Ken Montgomery, Retired.  This committee prepares a 
quarterly newsletter covering chapter events, technical 

articles, and industry announcements.  During 2010, the 
reformatted and updated newsletter grew from 16 to 24 
to 32 pages per issue. 
 
Program – Chair Trish Pietrzak, Platinum PR.  Mem-
bers: George Alvarez, Santa Ana;  Lisa Rapp, Lake-
wood;  Jim Biery, Buena Park;  Shahn Ahmad, SA Asso-
ciates;  Angela Neumann, KOA Corporation;   Francesca 
Fuentes and Ismile Noorbash, Willdan; Julienne Chene, 
AAE Inc.;  Joyce Klenner, JAK;  Maureen Lull, APWA 
SoCal; and Brandon Dekker, GKK Works.  The Program 
Committee plans monthly member events, promotes 
those events to members, and evaluates the effective-
ness of the programs.  High profile events throughout 
the year include the annual dinner dance, the BEST 
awards luncheon, the scholarship BBQ and a joint pro-
gram with ASCE.  
 
Public Relations – Chair Richard Lee, City of Los Ange-
les.  Members:  Trish Pietrzak, Platinum PR and Robert 
Newman, Santa Clarita, APWA Board liaison.  The 
Chapter PR committee provides publicity for Chapter 
projects, including National Public Works Week, the an-
nual Scholarship Luncheon and annual Awards Lunch-
eon. Publicity effort for Chapter‘s 10th Annual Awards 
Luncheon, included news release disseminated to 22 
media outlets.  Event was covered by LA Channel 35‘s 
LA This Week, City News Service, San Fernando Valley 
Business Journal, and Time Warner Cable.  During 
2010, much of the Committee's focus and support has 
been to the 2012 Congress and Expo effort.  
 
Scholarship Committee - Chair Roy Butler, Retired.  
Members:  Dick Redmayne, Retired; Harvey Gobas, 
Psomas;  and Diego Cadena, Los Angeles County Pub-
lic Works.  The Chapter‘s Scholarship Committee was 
established in 1997 to set criteria, solicit and review ap-
plications, and select recipients.  The aggregate total 
undergraduate student award is $5000.  Awardees must 
maintain a 3.5 GPA and spend 4 hours talking with High 
School students about Public Works and their college 
experience to be considered for continuing awards.  In 
the past 13 years, 158 scholarships totaling $ 229,500 
have been granted.  The funds for these scholarships 
have been donated by private companies, individual 
members and our Chapter. 
 
Sustainability – Chair:  Ken Rukavina, Huitt-Zollars, 
Inc.  Members:  Tom Bonigut, San Clemente; Al Cablay, 
Pico Rivera; Rick Rameriz, AAE; Bill Simmons, City 
Light and Power, Inc.; Ray Stanford, Southern California 

Continued on page 25 
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New Green Street Standard Plans Adopted – LOS AN-
GELES (September 29, 2010) - Los Angeles Public Works 
officials announced the adoption of new Green Street Stan-
dard Plans, making Los Angeles the first city in the nation to 
publish, approve and adopt such plans.  The announcement 
was made at the Riverdale Avenue Los Angeles Green 
Streets Pilot Project completion ceremony in Elysian Valley. 
Components incorporate a new standard for residential 
street design that reduces the amount of polluted urban run-
off flowing into Los Angeles‘ local rivers, creeks, lakes and 
beaches. California Coastal Conservancy officials, environ-
mentalists, and neighborhood residents also were on hand 
to celebrate.  
 
Major Landscape Improvement Project started in Wil-
mington - LOS ANGELES (September 29, 2010) – Con-
struction started on the $1.8 million Alameda-Harry Bridges 
Boulevard Landscape Project (the ―Alameda Buffer‖) in Wil-
mington. The Alameda Buffer will provide 1.6 ―green‖ miles 
alongside Harry Bridges Boulevard and the Pacific Harbor 
Railroad Line and create signature entryways at two sites 
along Alameda Street. Project is a Port of Los Angeles, 
Community Redevelopment Agency of the LA, Department 
of Public Works and Wilmington Industrial Park Advisory 
Committee partnership.  Estimated completion: March 2011. 
 
Silver Lake Branch Library earns LEED Platinum - LOS 
ANGELES (October 21, 2010) - Bureau of Engineering 
earned the LEED (Leadership in Energy Environmental De-
sign) Platinum rating, the highest possible, from the U.S. 

Green Building Council 
for design and con-
struction of the Silver 
Lake Branch Library in 
Los Angeles. Library is 
the second City-
funded building 
granted a Platinum 
rating. The LEED 
green building rating 
system is a voluntary, 

consensus-based national standard for developing high-
performance, sustainable designed buildings. To date, 42 
facilities have been submitted for LEED rating, with 25 certi-
fied facilities; seven earning Silver, eight earning Gold, and 
two earning Platinum ratings.  
  

Los Angeles converts first 30,000 Street Lights to LED - 
LOS ANGELES (October 26, 2010) – Bureau of Street 
Lighting converted its first 30,000 City streetlights into en-
ergy efficient lights in the largest municipal LED (Light Emit-
ting Diode) green street light program ever undertaken.  
Project will replace 140,000 City streetlights in about five 
years.  Energy and maintenance savings will cover costs 
with no additional charge or fees to residents.  LED lights 
produce energy savings of up to 40 percent and reduce car-

bon emissions by 40,500 tons per year.   In February 2009, 
former President Bill Clinton's Clinton Climate Initiative 
joined Los Angeles in this landmark program.  Conversions 
began in July 2009.  
 
Lakewood Donates Used Playground Equipment – 
LAKEWOOD (September 1, 2010)  - The large Miracle play 
structure slated for demolition in Palms Park was salvaged 
by the organization Kids Around the World at the end of Au-
gust 2010.  City Staff 
sought out an alterna-
tive to simply recycling 
the materials from the 
structure by giving it a 
new life in a 3

rd
 world 

country.  Volunteers 
from KATW carefully 
dismantled the equip-
ment and transported 
it to their storage facility until it can be shipped to its new 
home.  As soon as sufficient funds are raised for transporta-
tion and tools, the entire play structure will be shipped to its 
new home and reassembled by KATW volunteers, at this 
time set to be a 500 child orphanage in Uganda that has no 
play equipment at present. 

PBS&J Joins Atkins – ORANGE (October 1, 2010) PBS&J 
announces that the 50-year-old company has joined Atkins, 
following the overwhelming approval of PBSJ employee 
stockholders. PBSJ now operates as a national business of 
Atkins in the United States.  Atkins (www.atkinsglobal.com) 
plans, designs and enables infrastructure and buildings for 
public and private clients worldwide. Atkins is the largest 
engineering consultancy in the United Kingdom, the world's 
11th largest international design firm, and is the official engi-
neering design firm for the London 2012 Olympic and Para-
lympic Games. PBSJ (www.pbsj.com) provides engineering, 
planning, architecture, construction, environmental and pro-
gram management services in the US and has an ENR de-
sign firm ranking as 28th.  The combination of Atkins and 
PBSJ represents one of the worlds‘ foremost engineering 
design consultancies. The companies share a long-standing 
reputation for technical excellence and providing the most 
cost-effective and carbon-conscious solutions. Their com-
bined 120 years creates a strong organization having 
18,500 worldwide staff with the depth and breadth of exper-
tise to respond to client needs at a local and national level. 

LA Co. Bikeway Master Plan to be Revised -  ALHAM-
BRA (November 1, 2010) – The Los Angeles County Public 
Works Department has set the wheels in motion on a plan to 
encourage residents to get out of their cars and get onto 
bicycles.  Earlier this year, the Department launched a coun-
tywide Bikeway Master Plan that seeks to expand and con-
nect the county‘s network of bikeways and improve existing 
bicycle facilities. 
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MEMBER NEWS IN BRIEF 

 

In collaboration with the County Departments of Regional 
Planning, Public Health, Parks & Recreation, Beaches & 
Harbors, Sheriff‘s and the California Highway Patrol, the 
Master Plan also seeks to develop new bikeway and bicycle 
projects. 
 
The Master Plan is part of an effort to update the 1975 
County Plan of Bikeways, a sub-element of the County Gen-
eral Plan.  As part of the effort, the Public Works Depart-
ment has been busy hosting a series of community work-
shops to explain the Master Plan and gather input and com-

ments from current and 
potential bikeway users. 
 
The Plan includes rec-
ommendations for bike-
way improvements 
along unincorporated 
County roadways and 
in areas where the 
County owns property 
or has jurisdictional 

control, such as along flood control channels or beaches.  
The draft Master Plan is expected to be released for public 
review in January, 2011. Additional information about the 
Plan can be found at www.lacountybikeplan.org. 
 
Oxford Basin Low Flow Diversion Complete – MARINA 
DEL REY (November 4, 2010)  The Los Angeles County 
Public Works Department recently completed a $900,000 
project to divert dry-weather urban runoff into the sewer sys-
tem that would normally be discharged into Oxford Basin.  
Located in the unincorporated area of Marina Del Rey, the 
project was designed to improve water quality without com-
promising pre-project levels of flood protection and without 
adversely affecting the general aesthetic quality of the area, 
including bike paths and parkways.   
 
Project monitoring has determined that the low flow is being 
diverted to the sewer system as designed.  Although there is 
currently no water quality sampling data available, the fully 

functional diversion sys-
tem prevents dry-
weather urban runoff 
from being discharged 
into Oxford Basin. A low 
flow diversion system at 
the outlet of the existing 
265 cfs storm drain into 
Oxford Basin was con-
structed.  The low flow 
is diverted through a 

trash rack to a pump well 
manhole, and pumped through a 4‖ force main to an existing 
sewer line.  Automatic check valves remain closed during 

dry weather to prevent sea water from flowing back into the 
diversion system and being pumped into the sewer.  During 
a rain event, the valves will open to allow for the passage of 
storm flows to achieve full design capacity. This project also 
includes a telemetry system to provide near real time data to 
maintenance personnel.  Contact Mr. Zahid Atashzay at 
(626) 458-7890. 
 
RMC and Transystems Announce Merger – SANTA ANA 
(August 4, 2010)  Transystems, headquartered in Kansas 
City, MO announces the merger with Rahimian Manage-
ment Consulting, Inc. (RMC) of Santa Ana, CA on August 4, 
2010.  With 40 offices across the US, including Long Beach, 
Oakland, Santa Ana, and San Diego, TranSystems brings 
focus to the entire transportation experience.  Their experts 
provide knowledge in architecture, engineering, and plan-
ning, but extend from there to provide services in manage-
ment and supply chain consulting; real estate consulting; 
and security to a multitude of different clients through nine 
sectors:  freight railroads, passenger rail and transit, states 
and municipalities, airports and air carriers, manufacturers 
and distributors, ports and maritime, trucking and automo-
tive, energy and communications, and federal government. 

APWA Coachella Valley Branch Award of Merit – LA 
QUINTA (November 1, 2010) Coachella Valley Branch Pro-
ject of Merit Awards were presented on November 1st at the 
General Membership Meeting.  Keynote at the meeting was 
the Inland Empire Chapter of Engineers Without Borders.   
Coachella Valley Branch is pleased to make a donation to 
this worth organization on behalf of each of the Project of 
Merit awardees. 
 
The City of La Quinta was recognized for the Highway 111 
Phase 3 Project in the Traffic Congestion/Mitigation cate-
gory.  The project included the widening of Highway 111 
form Point Happy, westward to the City boundary to six 
lanes, excavation of rock cut slope, rock fall mitigation 
measures, and community interaction to address construc-
tion impacts to local businesses. 
 
RBF Consulting, Inc. was recognized for the Downtown In-
dio Revitalization Phase 1 Infrastructure Improvements in 
the category of Street and Transportation – Urban Renewal.  
RBF was contracted to provide full services engineering, 
planning, landscaping and construction management for the 
project.  Phase 1 consisted of Towne Street from Indio 
Boulevard to Bliss Street and Miles Avenue from Oasis 
Street to Smurr Street.  The improvements included existing 
underground utility relocation, under grounding of existing 
above ground utilities, drainage improvements, ADA compli-
ance improvements, landscape and hardscape improve-
ments which together provided a ―place of being‖ to the 
community. 

 

 

http://www.lacountybikeplan.org
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A major interstate freeway construction project completed 
recently by the Los Angeles County Public Works Depart-
ment is already the receipient of several design and innova-
tion awards and nominations. 
 

The Interstate 5/Hasley Canyon Road (I-5/Hasley) Inter-
change Project was developed and implemented by County 
Public Works in joint collaboration, cooperation, and consul-
tation with the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), State of California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans), and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority (Metro).  
 

The success of the project required close collaboration and 
extensive coordination between these federal, state, and 
local transportation agencies.  The County also partnered 
with California Highway Patrol to provide traffic control ser-
vices during stages of construction.  
 

The project involved construction of a replacement bridge at 
Hasley Canyon Road over the I-5 Freeway, modern round-
abouts at the I‑5 ramps, new freeway ramps, and seismic 
retrofit of the I-5 Bridge over Castaic Creek.  The total con-
struction cost was approximately $41 million, which was 
funded with a combination of County Bridge and Major Thor-
oughfare fees, developer fees, and a Metro grant. 
 

Construction began in August 2007 and lasted approxi-

mately three years.  Subse-
quent to the interchange im-
provement work that concluded 
in summer 2010, the inter-
change was further enhanced 
aesthetically, with the addition 
of landscape and hardscape 
improvements, which were 
completed in September 2010.   
 

The project has greatly in-
creased the capacity of the in-
terchange and local roadways 
by improving mobility, opera-
tion, safety, air quality, and cir-
culation.  The project will alleviate congestion and delay and 
accommodate planned growth while minimizing impacts on 
surrounding properties.   
 

The I-5/Hasley project has received a FHWA/Caltrans Value 
Engineering award for its innovative roundabout design and 
associated cost savings.  Only three California projects have 
received this award since 2000.  In addition, the I-5/Hasley 
project was selected as one of the three finalists for the Cali-
fornia Transportation Foundation‘s Interchange Project of 
the Year Award, and was recently honored with an Achieve-
ment Award by the National Association of Counties.  

Interstate I-5/Hasley Canyon Road Interchange  Project Complete 

On October 28, 2010, 
the City of Anaheim 
Public Works Depart-
ment broke ground on 
the long awaited 
Gene Autry Way 
Bridge and Highway 
Project that will con-
nect the City‘s Plati-
num Triangle to the 

Anaheim Resort Area. The project will provide westerly ac-
cess to the I-5 HOV lanes, full access across I-5 across 
Gene Autry and improve local and regional traffic circulation. 
 
The Gene Autry Way Project has been on the planning 
books since the 1980‘s, when Caltrans District 12 approved 
widening and reconstructing interchanges on Interstate 5 
between State Route 22 and State Route 91 (the Santa Ana 
Transportation Corridor Project). This long awaited project 
will include the western portion of the Gene Autry Way 

bridge overpass on Interstate 5 and a new six-lane arterial 
highway connection to Haster Street. 
 
Overall, the project is expected to cost $66 million; $21 mil-
lion for construction and $45 million to acquire land and 
complete environmental and engineering plans. A construc-
tion contract was awarded to CC-Myers of Anaheim and 
was nearly 40% lower than expected. ―We are building at 
the right time,‖ said Anaheim Public Works Director, Natalie 
Meeks. ―It will be a real asset to the community.‖ 
 
The project is expected to create hundreds of construction 
jobs and is set to begin within two months, opening by the 
summer of 2012. The planned bridge is 335-feet long and ill 
include 7800 CY of concrete and 530 tons of steel. The de-
sign was completed by AECOM and construction manage-
ment will be performed by the TCM Group. For more infor-
mation about the project, please visit http://
geneautrywayproject.com/ 

Gene Autry Way Bridge and Highway Project 
BRAD MC KINNEY l ADMINISTRATIVE ANALYST l ANAHEIM 

 

Los Angeles County Public Works hits a homerun with the construction of a new Interchange on I-5 
at Hasley Canyon Road. 

City of Anaheim breaks ground on long awaited bridge and highway improvements. 

http://dpw.lacounty.gov/library/global/RedirCounter.cfm?Url=http://www.dot.ca.gov/
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/library/global/RedirCounter.cfm?Url=http://www.mta.net/default.asp
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/library/global/RedirCounter.cfm?Url=http://www.mta.net/default.asp
http://geneautrywayproject.com/
http://geneautrywayproject.com/
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TRANSPORTATION 

Gas Company; Bonnie Teaford, Burbank.  Established in 
2009, we serve as a resource for Chapter members to incor-
porate environmentally sustainable practices and technolo-
gies into public works projects and activities, through educa-
tion, legislative advocacy and public/private participa-
tion.  Our goals that include developing a series of educa-
tion tracks on sustainability for the Chapter‘s education 
modules, Streets & Tech Conference, and chapter lunch 
presentations; developing a Sustainability website that in-
corporates links to resources and funding; and interfacing 
with the Green Book Committee with respect to sustainable 
construction materials and methods. 
 
Every Committee could use more help in 2011.  Several of 
the Committees have been operating with very few mem-
bers and they really need more hands to help out!  You can 
volunteer for a committee that focuses on your special inter-
ests – Education, Sustainability, Scholarships – you name it!  
To sign up for any of these committees just send an email to 
socalapwa@verizon.net and your email will be forwarded to 
the committee chair. 
 

2010 Chapter Committees make the 
SoCal Chapter Successful - continued 
from page 21 

mailto:socalapwa@verizon.net
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 With an estimated 33 percent of the nation's major roads 
in ―poor or mediocre condition,‖ the need for a cost-
efficient, easy-to-implement and long-lasting repair solu-
tion is more crucial than ever. While asphalt has domi-
nated the road repair market for years, recent studies and 
changing market conditions now indicate the numerous 
benefits of fast-setting concrete over blacktop.  
 

What Is Fast-Setting Cement? 
Fast-setting hydraulic cement, such as Rapid Set® from 
CTS Cement, is a specially formulated hydraulic cement 
with superior durability and low shrinkage. Its useful 
strength is gained in as short as one hour, with 28-day 
typical strengths achieved in six hours, making it ideal for 
quick-turnaround projects such as highways. 
 

Panel replacement with fast-setting concrete is a very 
streamlined process. The volumetric mixer arrives at the 
job site and produces the concrete. A crew places the con-
crete in the panel location and then uses a power screed 
or roller screed to improve the surface and remove high 
spots. Regular finishing techniques are used, and then the 
crew moves on to the next panel.  
 

Because of its fast curing times, fast-setting concrete mini-
mizes the public‘s inconvenience during road repairs and 
improves safety for everyone involved with the project. 
―The shortest time in which we‘ve seen a crew replace a 
panel is 48 minutes – from production to opening lanes to 
traffic,‖ said Chris Ramseyer, P.E., Ph.D., an assistant 
professor at the University of Oklahoma who has spent 
years testing fast-setting cement. ―The average time is a 
little over an hour. No other product can come close to this 
in terms of turnaround time.‖ 
 

The ability to produce the material on the job site 
rather than at a batch plant also improves workability 
and consistency, which further enhances the ease 
with which crews can place the material. For a full-
depth repair with fast-setting concrete, only one lift is 
required, which further speeds the installment proc-
ess. 
 

Asphalt vs. Concrete 
For years, the prevailing mindset has been that as-
phalt is always cheaper than concrete. However, in 
today‘s changing marketplace, the reverse is actu-
ally true. The days of inexpensive asphalt have 
come to an end, in part due to rising petroleum 
prices and an overall shortage of asphalt in the U.S. 
What‘s more, a 2007 study by the California Depart-
ment of Transportation‘s (CALTRANS) indicated that 
panel replacement with fast-setting cement was 
more cost-effective than asphalt overlays, offering 
an average initial cost savings of $300 per panel in a 

district-by-district comparison. And when life cycle costs 
are compared, concrete is the clear winner. The longevity 
of the material accounts for few, if any, repairs over the 
lifespan of the roadway.  
 

The water-to-cement ratio of fast-setting cement allows it 
to be extremely pourable and placeable, easier in some 
cases to install than asphalt. In addition, fast-setting ce-
ment can be extremely user-friendly due to the advances 
in admixtures available today, which have helped to in-
crease the material‘s working time.  
 

Environmental sensitivities are among the forefront of to-
day‘s building and construction topics, and here fast-
setting concrete again excels over asphalt. Like other con-
crete products, Rapid Set doesn‘t have the rain or water 
runoff concerns of asphalt, where oils can come to the 
surface after a rain and can seep into the water supply 
chain. The reflective properties of concrete help eliminate 
heat islands caused by dark asphalt surfaces, in turn sav-
ing energy.  
 

As contractors look for ways to create a competitive ad-
vantage, fast-setting cement proves to be one such means 
of doing so. The product allows paving costs to be kept at 
a minimum, while roads can open in less time. Contractors 
who capitalize on the ability to provide these benefits will 
likely become highly sought-after. 
  
CTS Cement Manufacturing Corporation manufactures 
Rapid Set

®
 professional-grade cement products for con-

crete repairs and new construction projects.  For more 
information about CTS Cement and Rapid Set, please visit 
http://www.ctscement.com. 

RAPID SET CEMENT OFFERS BENEFITS OVER ASPHALT 
VINCE PEREZ l BULK SALES AND PROJECT MANAGER l CTS CEMENT 

http://www.ctscement.com/
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Michelle Leonard has joined the 
Chapter newsletter committee.  
Michelle is excited about get-
ting more involved in APWA 
SoCal Chapter activities.  She 
is a Vice President at HDR En-
gineering, in their Los Angeles 
office.  She has nearly thirty 
years of experience in environ-
mental consulting and project 
management, with emphasis in 

solid waste management plan-
ning and facilities.  Over the past 20 years, she has as-
sisted numerous cities and counties to comply with AB 
939, including the preparation of solid waste management 
plans, and the design and implementation of waste reduc-
tion, recycling, and composting programs.  She is pres-
ently working on projects to evaluate emerging technolo-
gies for the processing of waste into energy, as well as 
zero waste plans and programs.   Ms. Leonard presently 
serves on the Executive Committee of the International 
Board of the Solid Waste Association of North America 
(SWANA), as well as the Southern California Chapter 
Treasurer, and is a founding member of the Women‘s 
Environmental Council.   

MICHELLE LEONARD JOINS CHAPTER 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 

 

IN MEMORIUM 
JIM MCGIRR, WILLDAN 

AUGUST 30, 2010 

 Willdan and its friends have 
suffered a great loss with the 
death of Jim McGirr on August 
30, 2010. For nearly 50 years, 
Jim worked tirelessly with Will-
dan and its predecessors, 
brightening the day of everyone 
around him with his gruff humor 
and steadfast generosity. He 
will be sorely missed, both as a 
valued employee and a lifelong 
friend.  

 

In mid-1962 he joined Dan Heil at Heil Engineering; 
shortly thereafter Dan Heil and William Stookey founded 
Willdan. At the time, Willdan was a fledgling company 
with a handful of employees and few clients. Jim played a 
big role building up Willdan's reputation through his con-
scientious work ethic. He eventually became Vice Presi-
dent for Special Projects at Willdan Engineering in Ana-
heim.  

 

IN MEMORIUM 
PAUL YOUNG, RBF CONSULTING 

JULY 27, 1957—OCTOBER 14, 2010 

 

The RBF Consulting family has 
lost a leader and a friend. Paul 
Young, a respected Structural 
Engineer and Senior Vice Presi-
dent with RBF Consulting, 
passed away on October 14, 
2010.  During his 30-year career 
he directed the design and con-
struction of many bridges and 
structures.  Paul was a widely 
respected teacher and mentor 
within his profession, and loved 
what he did for a living.  His lead-
ership, hands on mentoring of his team and his teamwork with 
his peers was unmatched. Paul will be missed greatly, both as a 
fine human being and a talented engineer. 
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PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT MANAGEMENT—A Continuing Series 
TONY ANTICH P.E., P.M.P. l FORMER CITY ENGINEER l SANTA MONICA 

 The Project Manager is re-
sponsible for reinforcing team 
cooperation and positive re-
sults by being alert to oppor-
tunities that support and re-
ward members of the Project 
Team with actions that dem-
onstrate appreciation for their 
cooperation.  You might con-
sider the following, such as, 
saying ―thank you‖ more of-

ten; awarding prizes such as "Team Member of the Month" 
recognition or cash prizes for performance; recommending 
team members for raises/bonuses or choice work assign-
ments; sending notes to their managers about great per-
formance; planning milestone parties or other celebrations; 
offering training paid for from the project budget for team 
members when such training will enhance their perform-
ance; adjusting assignments to requested activities or re-
moval from disliked activities when it does not work in the 
best interests of the project; and assigning a team member 
to a non-critical path activity to gain more knowledge in 
that area. 
 
A Project Manager should be able to identify his predomi-
nant leadership style; however, he should also be aware 
that a different leadership style or multiple leadership 
styles might be needed depending on the indi-
viduals involved or the situation. Knowing which 
leadership styles to use in a given situation is a 
skill and identifies a successful Project Manager: 
 

Directing: Telling others what to do. 

Facilitating: Coordinating the input of oth-
ers. 

Coaching: Instructing others. 

Supporting: Providing assistance along 
the way. 

Autocratic: Making decisions without in-
put. 

Consultative: Inviting ideas from others. 

Consensus: Team problem solving with 
decision making based on team agree-
ment. 

 
There are eight main sources of conflict on a pro-
ject.  They are schedules, project priorities, hu-
man resources, technical opinions, administrative 
procedures, cost, personality, and scope.  The 

Project Manager must be able to understand and deal with 
conflicts when they arise.  This means anticipating them 
and resolving them, when they occur, in a timely manner.  
Conflict resolution techniques include the following: 

Confronting or Problem Solving:  Confronting has 
a positive meaning in this context and means solv-
ing the real problem so that the problem goes 
away.  Confronting leads to a win-win situation. 

Compromising:  Finding solutions that bring some 
degree of satisfaction to both parties.  This is a 
―lose-lose‖ situation since no party gets every-
thing.  Therefore, compromise is not the best 
choice, but rather second to confronting which 
focuses on solving the real problem. 

Withdrawal or Avoidance:  Retreating or postpon-
ing a decision on a problem is not usually a satis-
factory choice for resolving conflict. 

Smoothing – Emphasizing agreement rather than 
differences of opinion. 

Forcing – Pushing one viewpoint at the expense of 
another. 

 
The topic of the next article will be change orders.  If you 
have a specific request related to the topic of public works 
project management, you can contact Tony Antich at 
tony.antich@gmail.com. 

 

 

SoCal APWA‘s project management expert continues his look at the Role of a Project Manager,  
Part 2 – the third article in a continuing series of articles on successful project management. 

mailto:tony.antich@gmail.com
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PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

A ‘DREAM’ JOB 
DENNIS AMBAYEC l SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER l GLENDALE 

Tight timelines and even tighter workspaces adjacent to the high profile DreamWorks facility in 
Glendale make for a very challenging public works project.. 

Tight timelines, lack of accurate utility as-builts, an adjacent 
cooling tower, existing electrical power vaults, buildings on 
the very edge of the easement that left no room for equip-
ment or staging, an adjacent four-story building construc-
tion, and fiber optics lines that fed one of the highest profile 
companies in the country - DreamWorks.  This job had it 
all. 
 

The City of Glendale, as part of their sewer system up-
grades, planned to abandon and replace a line in the 
DreamWorks studio campus.  The existing line had inade-

quate capacity and 
was too close to the 
adjacent building, re-
stricting repairs.  Rout-
ing options for the re-
placement on their 
congested campus 
were few.  The new 
plan located the line 
40‘ west of existing.   
The new easement 
took 2 years to negoti-

ate.   The construction timeline was tight with a sequential 
construction of a new Animation Building slated to begin 
construction immediately after the abandonment of and on 
top of the existing sewer line.  Construction schedules for 
the building and the sewer were concurrent.  The building 
construction eliminated over half the available working 
space and restricted site access. 
 

These constraints pointed to using pilot tube 
microtunneling (PTMT) for the Victory Truck 
Boulevard Wastewater Capacity Improvement 
project in addition to jack & bore methods, with 
a final depth of 20 feet.  PTMT provides a very 
accurate (within ¼‖ in up to 300 lineal feet) 
installation with very little surface disruption.   
Because of the sensitive DreamWorks equip-
ment and the exacting nature of their work, 
excessive sub-surface vibration would have 
created unacceptable productivity loss. 
 

The City of Glendale ultimately decided to use 
vitrified clay pipe (VCP) using open cut and the 
trenchless installation method.   Both the in-
stallation method and the ability to eliminate 
the external casing pipe were VCP‘s advan-
tages.  High compressive strength (18,000 psi 
average), leak-free joints and affordability 
makes VCP the predominant pipe material 
used in PTMT. 
 

The soil borings showed silty sand, uniformly 

well compacted fill 
soils, 2-18 feet deep.  
The underlying natu-
ral soils consist of 
stiff to very stiff me-
dium dense silty 
sand and medium 
dense to very dense 
poorly graded sand 
and well graded 
sand. 
 

The jacking and receiving shafts were 8‘ in diameter.  Dur-
ing the installation process, the spoil was displaced by the 
slant-faced steering head. The pilot tube was directed on 
line and on grade by rotation during advancement.   The 
operator‘s skill was critical in identifying unexpected or out 
of place utilities.  DreamWorks staff became an important 
part of the team in identifying the active utilities. 
 

In PTMT installations, the hollow stem of the pilot tube cre-
ates the optical path for the camera to view the LED target 
in the steering head displaying the head position and steer-
ing orientation. The pilot tube line establishes the centerline 
for the new sewer.  A reaming head that is slightly larger in 
diameter than the pipe being installed then follows the path 
of the pilot tube.   Following the reaming head are augers in 
casings, which transport the spoil to the jacking shaft for 
removal.  
 

Teamwork was the key to the success of this sewer instal-
lation project.  The project was completed in record time. 
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Exciting and useful one day seminars are 
coming your way in spring 2011!  Watch for 
them on the web site or contact Pamela 
Manning, Chair of Education 626-458-7131. 
Asphalt 101 – Latest in technology and 
methodology from subject matter experts 
Greenbook – Construction guidelines to help 
your projects comply with code  
Media Relations – Learn the value of good 
media relations…answer the question, why 
do I need to do this anyway and what‘s in it 
for my organization?  
Public Works Institute – Module 2 – Coming 
in January – 3 day seminar in Public Works 
leadership. 

HISTORIAN’S   CORNER 
ART KREIGER l CITY OF PASADENA (RETIRED) l APWA SO CAL CHAPTER HISTORIAN 

The 13
th
 Annual Chapter Dinner Dance and Installation of 

Officers scheduled for January 29, 2011, is a major annual 
social event for the SoCal chapter.  Newly elected officers 
and Directors, chapter members and their guests, will enjoy 
an evening of socializing, dining, and entertainment at The 
Grove in Anaheim.  We will also kick-off the beginning of the 
60

th
 Year Diamond Jubilee Celebration of the formation of 

the Southern California Chapter of the American Public 
Works Association.  As I mentioned in an earlier newsletter, 
the idea of a 60

th
 year Diamond Jubilee celebration began 

with Queen Victoria of England with her 60
th
 year of reign, 

many years ago. 
 
Before our chapter began holding an annual dinner dance in 
1998, our regularly scheduled chapter meetings usually fea-
tured a technical panel discussion followed by a lunch or din-
ner speaker presenting a public works-related subject.  So-
cial events connected to the Public Works profession date 
back to the 1920‘s.  Other engineering and public works-
related organizations in Los Angeles and Orange Counties 
programmed annual banquets or trips for their members and 
their ―wives‖ (when members were only males).  In time the 
wording changed to ―spouses or lady friends‖ and later 
―guests‖ as women became members of all the organizations 
and would invite their ―spouses or gentlemen friends.‖ 
 
I recall some delightful dinner dances in past years, with no-
table events such as chatting with President Bill‘s brother, 
Roger Clinton, whose orchestra played at one of the ban-
quets - at the Nixon Library!  On average only about 25 per-
cent of past attendees are typically from public agencies.  
Since private firms and individuals generously sponsor the 
event, helping to offset the cost, perhaps more public agen-
cies will have a presence in the future. 
 
Previous Dinner/Dances have been held at a variety of 
unique and luxurious venues.  The first Dinner Dance was 
held in December 1998 at the Long Beach Aquarium which 
had just opened that year.  The following year, the Dinner 
Dance was moved to January 2000 at the Nixon Library, and 
subsequently held at the Queen Mary, Grand Californian Ho-
tel, Universal Studios, Petersen Auto Museum, HB Hyatt Re-
gency, California Science Center, Skirball Cultural Center, 
and The Madison. 
 
During my engineering career I spent over forty years work-
ing in public agencies and have always enjoyed participating 
in the occasional non-technical social meetings. I encourage 
our public agency members who have not attended in the 
past to consider the 2010 Dinner Dance and join the fun! 

Annual Dinner Dance to kick off the SoCal  
Chapter 60th Anniversary with fun and friendship. 
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EDUCATION & EVENTS 

The following bills were approved 
and signed into law: 
 
AB 2567 - Automated Street-
Sweeping Enforcement - au-
thorizes the use of photographic 
methods to determine violations 
of street sweeping parking prohi-
bitions.  This means a jurisdiction 
can attach a camera to a moving 
street sweeper and use the pic-
tures to cite violators.   AB 1942 - 

Video Event Recorder -  authorizes the placement of video 
event recorder in vehicles.  Event information on the vehicle 
and driver performance (such as quick stops or accidents) can 
then be retrieved by the employer.  The driver also has a right 
to see the video.   AB 2036 - Contract Document Distribu-
tion - requires public agencies to provide, at no charge, an 
electronic copy of the project‘s contract documents to a con-
tractor plan room service upon request.  AB 2184 - Alternative 
Bidding Procedures-Notice - requires those agencies that 
use the Uniform Public Construction Cost Accounting Act to 
provide an electronic version or facsimile to construction trade 
journals. It also reduces the minimum time for notices from 30 
days to 15 days prior to opening of sealed bids.   SB 535 - Ve-

hicles using HOV lanes - extends the sunset date for specially 
marked and eligible vehicles using the HOV lanes whether or 
not they have the required number of occupants.  AB 2294 - 
Pedicab Licensing - This allows local agencies to license 
pedicabs. 
 
California High Speed Rail – various bills were introduced 
that would have curtailed this project or required added analy-
sis. The Governor vetoed all of them.  The multibillion dollar 
State Water Proposal (Delta Plan), originally proposed by the 
Governor, was taken off the November 2010 ballot – but is 
likely to resurface in 2012.  State transportation funds (Gas Tax 
and Prop 42 swap) were shuffled, exchanged, and repack-
aged during this budget and legislative process.  Payments to 
public agencies were also temporarily deferred.   Most Public 
Works related bills were deferred during the budget process 
this year. 
 
For more information related to our Chapter‘s Legislative Advo-
cacy efforts or committee, please contact James A. Biery- Pub-
lic Works Director, City of Buena Park, CA   
jbiery@buenapark.com .  To check the status of a particular bill 
go to www.leginfo.ca.gov/bilinfo.html, or the Governor‘s web-
site at   http://gov.ca.gov/  or the League of California Cities 
website at www.cacities.org  

 Jan 6 Inland Empire Branch Membership Meeting  Canyon Crest CC—Riverside, CA 

Jan  10 Coachella Valley Branch Membership Meeting  Mission Hills CC—Rancho Mirage, CA 

Jan 25-27 Public Works Institute Module 2  Monte Verde Lodge—Lakewood, CA 

Jan 29 60th Anniversary Gala Dinner Dance and Installation  The Grove—Anaheim, CA 

Feb 7 Coachella Valley Branch Membership Meeting  Mission Hills CC—Rancho Mirage, CA 

Feb 24 CHAPTER LUNCHEON—Pipeline Saftey/SoCal Gas Co  Lakewood, CA 

Mar 3 Inland Empire Branch Membership Meeting  Canyon Crest CC—Riverside, CA 

Mar 7 Coachella Valley Branch Membership Meeting  Mission Hills CC—Rancho Mirage, CA 

Mar 15 High Desert Branch General Membership Luncheon  Lancaster, CA 

Mar 17 CHAPTER LUNCHEON—Complete Streets   Lakewood, CA 

Mar 17 Complete Streets—A Full-Day Seminar  Lakewood, CA 

Apr 20 Streets & Technology Conference  Carson, CA 

Apr 28 CHAPTER LUNCHEON—Media Relations  Lakewood, CA 
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2010 Legislative Report 
JAMES A. BIERY l DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS l CITY OF BUENA PARK 

Several important bills that related to Public Works were signed into law by the Governor, and even more bills were deferred as 
the budget crises in Sacramento gridlocked the capital. 

 
 

mailto:jbiery@buenapark.com
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/bilinfo.html
http://gov.ca.gov/
http://www.cacities.org
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INSIDE NEXT ISSUE: 

February 24th Chapter Luncheon:  Pipeline Safety 
At the Sycamore Center in Lakewood 

 
Monthly Luncheon Programs: 
Time:    4th Thursday of the month (Unless noted) 

11:30 am - 12:00 pm Registration 
    12:00pm—1:15 Lunch & Program 
Location:  The Center at Sycamore Plaza 
  5000 Clark Avenue • Lakewood • California   
Cost:    $40 members • $45 non-members • $55 all walk-ins 
  RESERVATIONS ARE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED 
RSVP:  To register, go to http://southernca.apwa.net  
   For additional information contact Maureen Lull:  
   T: (310)545-9179   F: (310)903-4908 

  

March 17th Chapter Luncheon:  Complete Streets Seminar 
At the Sycamore Center in Lakewood 
 

Can‘t come for the whole day?  Come for the luncheon ! 
Note:  Date Change—in March, we will meet on the 3rd Thursday. 

The devastating explosion of a PG&E gas transmission pipeline was a true tragedy.  Pipelines criss-cross all our Southern 
California communities, and the potential for another incident worries city officials everywhere.  Experts from Southern Cali-
fornia Gas Company are responsible for extensive testing and maintenance procedures that protect safety.  Don‘t miss this 
opportunity to hear all about their extensive programs to protect our communities, and get your questions answered. 

National President George Crombie addresses 
members of the SoCal Chapter at the annual 
BEST Awards Luncheon on December 9th. 


