2017
Scholarship
Recipients
Since 1997 the Southern California Chapter of APWA has conducted a Scholarship Program benefitting students who
live in or attend school in our region. Since its inception, APWA has awarded nearly $347,750 in scholarships, with
$31,000 this years alone, allowing undergraduate college students who maintain a passion for community involvement
and volunteerism, to continue to achieve their educational goals in majors related to the Public Works field. Scholarships
range from $1,500 to $3,000 per year, with the opportunity to repeat the following year. To be eligible for an APWA
Scholarship, students must major in a Public Works related field such as Civil Engineering, Construction Management,
Technical Trade, etc…; plan to enroll as a full-time undergraduate student in a community college, trade school, or university during the upcoming Fall semester/quarter; meet a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.50; and commit to 4 volunteer
hours to promote APWA and the Scholarship Program. Our members are very proud of our Scholars. They are bright,
dedicated, and represent the future of the Public Works profession.

HIGH SCHOOL RECIPIENTS

Zachary Hansen

Scholarship: $1,500
Freshman, Civil Engineering, University of California, Irvine
Zachary graduated as salutatorian of his class at Ripon High School. He played 4 years of basketball there, as
well as participating in other sports, such as cross country and track and field. He was a member of the California
scholarship federation all four years and was the president of the Sacred Heart Club at his School. In his spare
time he coached a local CYO girls basketball team and volunteered as an altar server at his church, which he has
done for 7 years.

Anita Ngo

Scholarship: $1,500
Freshman, Civil Engineering, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona
Anita recently graduated from Cypress High School and intends to pursue a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering. In high school, she participated in multiple clubs such as National Honor Society, Key Club, One Day’s Wages, and Greater Good, volunteering at the Boys & Girls Club and local library during the fall. She was also Vice
President and Secretary for Greater Good Club. Although she spent her time working through honors courses, she
enjoyed spending her time playing for the school’s tennis team for the past four years. Anita received a Scholar
Athlete and Coach’s Award while being Junior Varsity Captain in her Junior year. She continues to work part time
jobs to help support her family and college finances in order to achieve her goals.

Michael Reyes

Scholarship: $1,500
Freshman, Civil Engineering, Cal Baptist University
Michael is a freshman entering the Civil Engineering department at Cal Baptist University this upcoming Fall. His
interest in civil engineering developed from his fascination in structures and the way a city’s infrastructure works.
He hopes to improve and fortify the current infrastructure for safety and reduction of pollution. During his free time
he likes to do service projects, mission trips, and traveling.

UNDERGRATUATE RECIPIENTS

Jorge Mejia

Scholarship: $1,500
Senior, Civil Engineering, California State University, Long Beach
Jorge is a Design Engineering Administrative Intern with the City of Anaheim. Over the past year, he’s gained
valuable experience working on rail road grade crossing projects and completing federal and state grant requirements, but most importantly, the advise from his mentors. He chose Civil Engineering because of the direct impact on the community. It is satisfying to observe how civil engineering can improve the quality of life for others.
His hobbies include playing soccer and going hiking. After completing his Bachelor’s Degree, he plans on pursuing a Master’s Degree in engineering.

John Good

Scholarship: $1,500
Senior, Civil Engineering, California State University, Long Beach
John is an active member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, serving as an executive board member at
California State University, Long Beach as secretary. Next year, he will serve as co-president of the student
chapter. John is a passionate sports fan, and enjoys playing competitive and recreational basketball. In the summers, he loves to travel; having visited over fourteen different countries on three continents. He is currently interning for the City of Huntington Beach in the Public Works department.

Cameron Adams

Scholarship: $1,500
Junior, Civil Engineering, California Baptist University
Cameron is an active member of the CBU Student Chapter of the American Society of Civil Engineers and
served as a team captain at the year's Pacific Southwest Conference in Irvine. He has volunteered as an Intern
for the City of Loma Linda's Public Works Department for the past four years, preparing construction plans and
updating GIS layers. At CBU, Cameron has served as a Living Area Council Member and FOCUS Program
Leader. After graduation, Cameron plans to pursue a career in civil engineering with a Public Works Department. His hobbies include weightlifting, cooking, cars and music.

My Hoang

Scholarship: $1,500
Junior, Geographic Information Systems, Pasadena City College
My is a sophomore in the Geography department at Pasadena City College, where she has completed a Geotechnical Skills (GIS) certificate and will soon be finishing a transfer degree in Geography. Currently she interns
at the Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens mapping the water infrastructure for the property. She would
like to pursue a career doing similar work in public works and community development after obtaining her undergraduate and graduate degrees. My also enjoys dancing and learning languages, and has studied Russian, Japanese and Korean for several years.

Lee Thao

Scholarship: $1,500
Senior, Civil Engineering, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona
Lee is pursuing a career in Civil Engineering. She has participated in community service activities such as georeferencing recorded maps into GIS for the Sacramento County Surveyor, as well as, planting herbs for the culinary garden at the Collins College of Hospitality Management. She is also a member of the American Society of
Civil Engineers. Lee is an engineering intern for Water Resources in the City of Santa Ana. She enjoys working
in Public Works because it gives her the opportunity to serve her community. Lastly, her hobbies include running, cooking, and reading.

2017 Scholarship Recipients

Ognyan Stefanov

Scholarship: $1,500
Sophomore, Civil Engineering, Irvine Valley College
Ognyan is an undergraduate engineering student who recently completed his first year at Irvine Valley College.
Ognyan plans to specifically pursue a career in the field of civil engineering, where he can apply his skills in mathematics and science to address environmental concerns such as waste disposal, water purification, groundwater
preservation, landfill maintenance, and coastal flooding/erosion. Besides his engineering interests, Ognyan also
very much enjoys working out and partaking in all kinds of competitive sports and athletics.

Hector Linares

Scholarship: $2,000
Sophomore, Civil Engineering, California State University, Los Angeles
After obtaining his bachelors of science in Civil Engineering, Hector plans on getting his masters in Structural or
Environmental Engineering. His main goal is to help the City of Los Angeles solve sustainability issues. One of his
dreams is to be part of the team that revitalizes the Los Angeles River. At the moment, he is an inactive member of
American Society of Engineering due to his part time job at Sears as a sales associate. He plans on becoming
more involved this year of 2017-2018. Hector enjoys teaching math to others. This summer he is a supplemental
instructor leader for the Summer Transition to ECST Program (STEP) at Cal State LA, which helps incoming engineering students build a stronger foundation in math. On his free time, Hector enjoys outdoor activities such as performing sports, hiking and visiting oceanic views.

Nathan D’Emilia

Scholarship: $2,000
Sophomore, Civil Engineering, California Baptist University
Nathan is working to attain a degree in Civil Engineering and hopes to pursue a career in Public Works. He is looking forward to joining the American Society of Civil Engineers and going on an International Service Project next
year. Nathan enjoys working on the sound board and in the youth ministry at his local church, and volunteering for
AYSO. He likes to spend his extra time going to the beach and participating in sports such as basketball, flag football and soccer.

DISTINGUISHED RECIPIENTS

James Schuyler
Montgomery

Roy Butler Scholarship: $2,500
Freshman, Civil Engineering, Biola University
Schuyler graduated with honors from Brethren Christian High School in Huntington Beach. Schuyler is attending
Biola University as an Engineering Sciences major, and will continue with the school’s 3-2 program at the University of Southern California for his last two years, with the goal of receiving Bachelor’s degrees in Engineering
from both schools. As a trumpet player, Schuyler was the only student in Orange County selected to the California All-State Honor Band six years in a row. In addition to music, Schuyler enjoys running and travel. He also
enjoys problem solving and working together with teams, and he hopes to pursue a career in either Civil or Mechanical Engineering.
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Jorge Bernal

Willdan Scholarship: $2,500
Junior, Civil Engineering, California State University, Long Beach
Jorge is entering his fourth year at California State University, Long Beach as a Civil Engineering major. He is
currently involved in the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE) and is playing Club Baseball at
school. Jorge works for the City of Santa Ana as a Traffic Engineering Intern and has been a part of the team for
seven months. He loves giving back to the community and hopes to someday work for his hometown, City of
Lakewood. Working for the Public Works department in Santa Ana has improved his CAD skills and broadened
his knowledge in engineering. in his free time he enjoys spending time with his family, going on hikes, and hooping with friends.

Raul Rodriguez

Erv Spindel Scholarship: $2,500
Junior, Civil Engineering, University of California, Irvine
Raul Rodriguez is entering his third year at UC Irvine as a Civil Engineering major. He has been involved with
the American Society of Civil Engineers since freshman year and has held various officer positions within the
club. He is the incoming External Vice President for the ASCE chapter as well as a member of Chi Epsilon and
Tau Beta Pi. Raul is currently a member of the Civil Design team at UCI and will be interning at LPA during the
summer. There he hopes to gain more experience with public works projects. Raul’s hobbies include soccer,
weight lifting, and reading.

Jessica Kanarek

Hal Harris Scholarship: $3,000
Sophmore, Civil Engineering, California State University, Fullerton
Jessica is entering her second year at California State University Fullerton, majoring in Civil Engineering. She is
interested in pursuing a career in Structural Engineering. She has been active in her school’s American Society
of Civil Engineers where she participated in the Design-Build Construction competition at the Pacific Southwest
Competition and will also serve as Fundraising Chair for the 2017-2018 school year. She is also a member of the
President’s Scholars Student Association, a scholarship and community service program at her school, where
she will serve as Social Chair and Peer Mentor for this upcoming year. In addition, over the summer Jessica has
served as an Orientation Leader at Cal State Fullerton where she helps incoming freshman majoring in the College of Engineering and Computer Science register for classes and transition from high school to college. Her
pastimes include baking, exercising at the gym, and being outdoors.

Brenda Elias

Dan Heil Scholarship: $3,000
Senior, Civil Engineering, California State University, Fullerton
Brenda is entering her last year as an undergraduate student at California State University, Fullerton where she
is pursuing a career in Civil Engineering. Brenda is an active member of: ASCE, ITE, AGC, Chi Epsilon and Tau
Beta Pi. This past year Brenda participated in OC Women’s Transportation Academy, represented Chi Epsilon at
the Pacific District Conference and ASCE at the Pacific West Conference, assisted in hosting the annual ITE
Student Leadership Summit and participated in the ASC Design Build Student Competition in Reno. Brenda currently interns at HDR as a Traffic Engineering Intern where she has had the opportunity to work on multiple
transportation projects. This coming year Brenda plans to participate in the Women’s Transportation Mentoring
Program as well as the Speak Easy Sessions at HDR to develop new skills needed to be successful in industry.
Brenda has a strong admiration for travel, enjoys playing soccer and spending quality time with her family and
friends. Her long term career goal is to motivate young Latinas to pursue careers in Engineering and one-day
help improve transportation systems in underserved communities.

Scholarship Committee
Tony Olmos, Public Works Director, City of Brea
Carlos Castellanos, City Engineer, City of Anaheim
Jesseca Martinez, Transportation Engineer, HNTB
Diego Cadena, Senior Consultant, Geosyntec Consultants
Harvey Gobas, Vice President, PSOMAS
Dick Redmayne, Retired Director of Public Works

Sponsors
Many thanks to our very generous sponsors without
whose support this scholarship program would not
have been possible.
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