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Since 1997 the Southern California Chapter of APWA has conducted a Scholarship Program benefitting students 
who live in or attend school in our region. Since its inception, APWA has awarded nearly $325,000 in scholarships,  
with $24,500 this years alone, allowing undergraduate college students who maintain a passion for community in-
volvement and volunteerism, to continue to achieve their educational goals in majors related to the Public Works 
field. Scholarships range from $500 to $3,000 per year with a four year total not to exceed $6,000.  To be eligible for 
an APWA Scholarship, students must major in a Public Works related field such as Civil Engineering, Construction 
Management, Technical Trade, etc…; plan to enroll as a full-time undergraduate student in a community college, 
trade school, or university during the upcoming Fall  semester/quarter; meet a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.50; 
and commit to 4 volunteer hours to promote APWA and the Scholarship Program. Our members are very proud of 
our Scholars. They are bright, dedicated, and represent the future of the Public Works profession.  

Jessica Kanarek  Scholarship: $750 
Freshman-Engineering, California State University, Fullerton  
 

Jessica is interested in a career in either Structural or Environmental Engineering. She has been active in her high 
school Associate Student Body, where she planned two blood drives, a canned food drive, and a shoe drive. She 
was Co-President of the Collegiate Scholars Program, a grade point average based program, at her high school 
and also participated in the community service club Interact, Placentia Teen Advisory Club, and California Scholar-
ship Federation. Jessica has volunteered at both the Placentia and Yorba Linda Libraries during the children's 
summer reading celebrations and throughout the school year. Her pastimes include hiking, reading, and baking 
deserts. 

Adriane Caballos  Scholarship: $750 
Freshman-Civil Engineering, Sacramento State University 
 

Last summer Adriane interned at the City of La Quinta through their Public Works Department and this summer he 
will be interning for the City of Indio. His aspirations from these internships is to obtain hands on experience and 
better understands what it means to have the title of a Civil Engineer. After college, he plans to enter the private 
sector and hopefully career in a field in which he will still enjoy a long career, focusing on either Transportation, 
Water Resource or Structural Engineering. Outside of education, he enjoys trying new things, including hiking, 
wake boarding, playing soccer and volunteering at a variety of rescue missions.  

Tatiana Moreno  Scholarship: $500 
Freshman-Computer Science, University of California, San Diego 
 

Tatiana graduated Summa Cum Laude from Edison High School in Huntington Beach.  Her other academic 
achievements include receiving a Seal of Bi-literacy for her achievement in Spanish and earning the status of Des-
ignated AP Scholar with Honor. Tatiana played all four years on the Edison High School varsity soccer team and 
helped lead them to the CIF finals as one of the team captains in her senior year. She has also been a member of 
the Huntington Beach Junior Lifeguard Program for nine years, volunteering as a Safety Aide for the past three 
years to assist young swimmers with ocean safety and teaching children with Down’s Syndrome how to surf. Her 
career goal is to design programs for public agencies to help underprivileged communities.  

Colton Wall  Scholarship: $500 
Freshman-Computer Science, University of California, Irvine 
 

Colton recently graduated fifth in his class with honors from Callisburg High School in Callisburg, Texas. He also 
was inducted into NHS as a freshman and has volunteered and assisted in fundraisers for the school during his 
time as a member. He enjoys competing in both athletics and academics, he is a two time regional qualifier in both 
tennis and UIL computer applications. During the summer, he volunteers at the local food bank, picking up dona-
tions, sorting food, and maintaining the garden. Ultimately, he would like to pursue a career in Information Technol-
ogy related to Public Works. His hobbies include working with computers, assisting with the operations of his par-
ent's business, and playing tennis.   
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Scholarship: $1000 
Freshman-Civil Engineering, Cal Baptist University  
 

Nathan played first base and pitched for the varsity baseball team at West High, which won the Pioneer League 
in 2015 and 2016.  He also participated on the leadership team of the West High Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
(FCA) IN his junior year and served as president this year.  The FCA South Bay Chapter selected Nathan from 
all of the South Bay FCA High Schools for the 2016 Louis Zamperini FCA student athlete of the year award.  He 
is currently considering potential public works related internship opportunities this summer.  Nathan served as 
junior high school leader, worked as a summer counselor at Vacation Bible School, and assisted with the sound 
board at Bay Cities Community Church in Lomita, CA.  His hobbies include ceramics, wood working, surfing and 
boogie boarding. 

Nathan D’Emilia  

Esmeralda Osorio Scholarship: $1000 
Freshman-Civil Engineering , University of California Irvine, Irvine 
 

Esmeralda recently graduated from Santa Ana High School and will be a first generation student attending the 
University of California, Irvine. Her intended major is Civil Engineering because she wants to help build afford-
able and energy efficient homes for low income families. Esmeralda once referred to her home as “Hotel Osorio” 
because her mom was forced to rent the bedrooms, leaving the five of Esmeralda’s family in the living room. She 
took initiative when her family remodeled her home, allowing her to maintain a clear view of her community’s 
struggles. Esmeralda is a well-rounded young lady. She has been a long term volunteer at Our Lady of Guada-

lupe Delhi Church where she serves in 

Scholarship: $1000 
Junior-Civil Engineering, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona  
 

Jocelyn would like to pursue a career in Structural Engineering. After completion of her Bachelor’s degree she 
hopes to continue her education and obtain a Master's degree in Structural Engineering. She has been an active 
member of many clubs, including Concrete Canoe and has recently taken an officer position for the Earthquake 
Engineering Research Institute Club. For the last two years, she has interned at the City of Santa Ana, Public 
works in their Design Engineering Section. Prior to that, she interned at Caltrans. These internships have given 
her a great appreciation for the role civil engineers play in the transportation field. In her free time, she enjoys 
hiking, cooking, and reading.  

Jocelyn Vennat  

Scholarship: $1000 
Junior-Civil Engineering, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona  
 

Young is pursuing a career in Wastewater Treatment/ Water Related areas and is seeking to provide solutions to 
the current water crisis in California. He is an active member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, Califor-
nia Water Environmental Association, and American Water Works Association.  Young is currently working as an 
Engineering Student at Los Angeles County of Sanitation District and is eager to learn about water source man-
agement, distribution, and reclamation. He is also part of Achieve Scholar and Engineering Scholar Programs 
where he advises freshmen undergraduate students on getting involved in research. Additionally, he will conduct 
research on the contamination of drinking water by excreted drug pills with a cohort of civil engineering students. 
His hobbies include running and listening to classical music. 

Young Kim  

Scholarship: $1000 
Sophomore-Civil Engineering, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona  
 

Mohamed is a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers and looks forward to joining Engineers With-
out Borders next year. After graduating, he plans to continue his education and pursue a Masters in Civil Engi-
neering. In July, he will be traveling to Australia for a study abroad program at the Royal Melbourne Institute of 
Technology. He aspires to develop stronger infrastructure in lower socioeconomic areas and help provide hous-
ing, clean water, and electricity in Third World Countries. Mohamed’s interests include: engineering, music, and 
exploring nature and various cultures. 

Mohamed Ibrahim  

Scholarship: $1000 
Sophomore-Geography/GIS , Pasadena City College  
 

My is working towards a transfer degree in Geography/GIS and a certificate in GeoTechnical Skills. She grew up 
in Los Angeles and, after high school, spent three years in a Buddhist monastery on a mountain in South Korea, 
working on natural conservation and to improve the quality of life of the surrounding communities. After obtaining 
her undergraduate and graduate degrees, she would like to pursue a career that helps create and maintain pub-
lic neighborhoods and spaces. My also enjoys dancing and learning languages, and has studied Russian, Japa-
nese and Korean for several years. 

My Hoang  
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Scholarship: $1250 
Freshman-Structural Engineering , Glendale Community College 
 

Genesis plans to pursue a degree in Structural Engineering from California State University, Northridge or Cali-
fornia State Polytechnic University, Pomona. He works at the local Goodwill Center in Glendale and helps his 
classmates with assignments and understanding lectures. He finds time to volunteer at his church where he 
plays the rhythm guitar alongside his dad. In high school, he was a member of the track and field and cross 
country team. In his free time, he enjoys working around the house doing landscaping and repairs. 

Genesis Castelo 

Scholarship: $1000 
Sophomore-Civil Engineering, Antelope Valley College  
 

Mark plans to transfer to California State University, Long Beach in the Fall. He would like to obtain his Bachelor 
of Science in Civil Engineering and Civil Engineering license. His ultimate goal is to be a lead engineer at a pri-
vate firm or at the City level. Mark has been working as an Engineering Technician for 15 years and has worked 
on many projects in the Antelope Valley area. Working closely with the local city agencies on major infrastructure 
projects, he has a strong understanding of what it takes to be a lead engineer. Work and school take up most of 
his time, but he does like playing softball with his friends for the local city leagues. As he advances his education 
and knowledge of civil engineering, he hopes to become the engineer he knows he can be.  

Mark Duran  

Scholarship: $1000 
Junior-Environmental Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara  
 
Hannah will be entering UCSB as a Junior majoring in Environmental Studies. Hannah plans on getting involved 
with student organizations on campus such as the Environmental Planning Coalition and Surfrider. She finds 
sustainable solutions interesting, particularly as they relate to urban stormwater treatment. Hannah enjoys out-
door activities such as hiking and backpacking and is passionate about sustainability and preserving natural 
resources. 

Hannah McCracken  

Scholarship: $1250 
Sophomore-Civil Engineering, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona  
 

Paul would like to pursue a career in either Structural or Geospatial Engineering. He is a member of the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engineers and the Alpha Lambda Delta Honors Society. He was just elected last month as 
the Publicity Chair for the coming year.  In the Alpha Lambda Delta Honors Society, he has also participated in 
some community service activities such as fundraisers and volunteering to pick vegetables on a local farm. He is 
concurrently taking classes at a community college so that he can hopefully graduate earlier than expected. His 
hobbies include playing the guitar, playing video games, and talking about Doctor Who. 

Paul Stoiber  

Scholarship: $1750 
Senior-Civil Engineering, California State University, Long Beach  
 

Lauren is an active member of the American Society of Civil Engineers traveling to New York and Alaska to at-
tend national conventions and leadership conferences. Last year as Co-Conference Chair, Lauren and her com-
mittee organized the three-day Pacific Southwest Conference for 1,300 attendees from 18 universities. Next year 
she will serve as Co-President of the Student Chapter. She is currently interning at the City of Huntington Beach, 
Public Works. Her hobbies include traveling and baking.  

Lauren Kilroy  

Wildan Scholarship: $1,750 
 

Junior-Civil and Environmental Engineering California State University, Fullerton  
 

After graduating, Brenda hopes to pursue a Master’s Degree in Structural Engineering. She is an active member 
of Tau Beta Pi, Chi Epsilon, the American Society of Civil Engineers and other organizations at her university. 
Brenda is a Traffic Engineering Intern at the City of Santa Ana. She is grateful that her internship has helped her 
develop new engineering skills and has given her the opportunity to work closely with a community she can re-
late to. Brenda has a strong admiration for travel, enjoys playing soccer and loves to share her knowledge and 
expertise about civil engineering with others. Brenda loves to inspire those around her to always “Dream Big.” 
She hopes to educate and encourage young Latinas to pursue professions in engineering. One of her long-term 
career goals is to carry out developmental projects across borders to improve living standards for underserved 

Brenda Elias  

2016 Scholarship Recipients 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 Scholarship Recipients 

Hal Harris Scholarship: $1,750 

Senior-Civil Engineering, California State University, Long Beach  
 

His hobbies include cooking and traveling (or just eating in the places he travels to). He is an active member of 
Chi Epsilon Civil Engineering Honor Society, participating in Pacific District conference last year. He is also an 
active member of the American Society of Civil Engineers traveling across the United States for leadership con-
ferences and national conventions. Last year as Co-Conference Chair, Mais alongside his committee planned 
the 2016 Pacific Southwest Conference for 1300 students and professionals, making it largest ASCE event na-
tionally. Next year he will be Co-President of the CSULB ASCE Student Chapter. Mais currently interns at the 
City of Huntington Beach, Public works and has also spent time as APWA Paws during National Public Works 

Week.  

Mais Sagradyan  

Brandon Elder  Dan Heil Scholarship: $1,750 

Junior-Civil Engineering, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona  
 

He is an active member of the California Land Surveyors Association and has recently participated on the sur-
veying team during the Pacific Southwest Conference competition. He is currently serving as the secretary of the 
CLSA student chapter. Brandon is currently an Intern for RKA Consulting Group and has been able to assist 
many local cities’ Public Works departments. Most recently, he was a part of the City of Covina’s Engineering 
team. Brandon is also a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers. He enjoys working in Public Works 
because of the satisfaction he gets from serving the local residents. His hobbies include spending quality time 
with his daughter and traveling.  

Roy Butler Scholarship: $2,250 
 

Senior-Civil Engineering, University of California, Los Angeles  
Trenton is entering his fourth year at UCLA, pursuing a degree in Civil Engineering and minor in Environmental 
Engineering. Upon graduating, he looks to pursue a career in Water Resource Engineering; specifically, low im-
pact development projects and storm water routing for groundwater recharge. This summer, he was invited to do 
research with the UPP Down Under program, at the University of California, Irvine, where he collected data on 
biofiltration facilities in Melbourne, Australia.  Outside of the classroom, Trenton is involved in UCLA Radio and 
holds the position of Vice President with the UCLA Surf Team. 

Trenton Saunders  

Erv Spindel Scholarship: $2,250 
Senior-Civil Engineering, California State University, Fullerton  
  

Chloe is entering her fourth and final year at California State University Fullerton, majoring in Civil Engineering. 
She spent the last year serving as president of her ASCE student chapter. During her term she attended the 
ASCE National Convention, the ASCE Construction Institute Student Competition, a seminar at the University of 
Illinois-Urbana Champagne, the ASC Construction Management Competition in Reno Nevada, and the ASCE 
Pacific Southwest Competition. She was honored to receive the ASCE Civil Engineering Student of the Year 
from the Orange County Branch, the Women Transportation Seminar Student Award, and the ASCE Achieve-
ment Award. She has worked at Mark Thomas & Company for the last year and a half working on roadway and 
structures projects as a Design Intern. 

Chloe Gharios 

Multi-Year Recipients 

Sponsors: 
 
Many thanks to our very generous sponsors 
without whose support this scholarship program 
would not have been possible. 
 
APWA 
Willdan Foundation 
Golf Tournament Committee 

Scholarship Committee: 
 
Tony Olmos, Public Works Director, City of Brea 
 
Carlos Castellanos, Principal Civil Engineer, City of Anaheim 
 
Diego Cadena, Senior Consultant, Geosyntec Consultants 
 
Harvey Gobas, Vice President Water and Wastewater Infrastructure for Psomas 
 
Dick Redmayne, Retired Director of Public Works 
 
 


